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Sratement IT. 


Abstract of the Information regarding the Prices and general condition of Stocks and of Food-grains in the Province for 1895-96, as furnished 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE 
FOURTH QUARTER OF 1895-96. 


No. 420B., dated Calcutta, the 13th May 1896. 


From—E. H. Watsu, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 


I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the salt 


Sanz. market for the fourth quarter of 1895-96, com- 
— rising the months of January, February, and 
Tue Hon’niz Mr. W. H. Garner. rch 1896. 


2. The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 
under review, amounted to 24,00,904 maunds, against 27,75,261 maunds in the 
éRevlicta previous quarter, and 24,97,442* maunds in the 
siesta corresponding quarter of the previous year; and 
the net amount of duty levied thereon was Re. 54,88,437, against Rs, 65,18,246 
in the previous quarter, and Rs, 58,07,558" in the corresponding quarter of the 
previous year, 
3, The quantity of locally-made salt removed from the golas in Orissa 
during the quarter under review, and the quantity which remained in store at 
the close of the quarter, are shown below in table I :— 


Tas I. 
eeSe6esasSSeaowa—e—eeeee ee 


x Z 








Puri. 
Mads. 
Balance at the close of the previous quarter ,,, 2,92,608 
Manufactured or added during the quarter ..{ = ....., 
Total .../ 2,92,608 
Sold during the quarter ooo ees 19,275 
Wastage oon woe os 2,714 


pi Res 21,989 


Balance at the close of the quarter ,., eos 2,70,619 


_ eee 


The total sale of locally-made salt during the quarter under review 
amounted to 19,275 maunds, against 15,248 echo B in the previous quarter, and 
10,507 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. Duty was 
levied during the quarter on the full amount sold. 

4. The subjoined table shows in detail the importations into the port of 
Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the quarter under 
me compared with the figures of the corresponding quarters of the previous 

Wo years :— 


& 





‘Wurycr twronrep. 





—————~—_+-—. 


I, United Kingdom oy 

Humbure (Germany) ... 

1, 2 Trieste (Austria) - 
* 9) Vietoria on 





Zawabar on ow 
TIT, Straits Settlements... oo 
Linga ww a0 ” 
Busca ow we 
anjam - ” 
TV. 4 Shalit a rs 83, 
ee " a a “ 2,69,196 
¥. Madras oo ~ ert es 








109,957 20 1,12;936 rasiion 
; 26,11,059 | 26,385,859 | 28,08,058 | 13,71,990 | £1,55,008 

5. Table IIT shows the quantity of the sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter under review, compared with the 
results of the previous four quarters :— 


Tasre IIT. 




















Pourth quarter! First quarter | Second quarter! Third quarter Laie, uarter 
Wupe erorep, Of 18646, of 1805-06, of 1805.6, | of 1895-06, 

















1895-06, of 1895-06, 
1 | 2 | 8 ‘ | 5 | 6 
s, Mas. Mads. Mds, 

Rulkea Salt golas ... ni oo 28.77,503 25,35, 892 27,560,266 25,580,046 
Kidderpore lock golas ave oe 5,22,079 4,59,3 851,071 49,200 
Chittagong Government Salt golas ia 1,600,165 88,141 $00,777 

Ditto Private ditto. avs oy (er pres (rT) 60,960 
Khulna (Bonded Warehouse of Messre. Turner, 

M 400), np iis ' 1,800 BS4 1,664 6,940 
Kalanore (ditto) o oe ot tee 1,160 * 2,231 1,837 8,458 
Obandbali (ditto) on Ni tee os ee . a rch 8,096 
Bhairab Bazar (ditto) . bes ow ne) ee oases cote 2,869 

Total os 35,52,007 80,81,185 32,509,540 88,73,452 84,60,849 








The stock in bond at the close of the quarter has fallen by 4 lakhs below 
that at the close of the previous quarter; but the shipments of salt for 
Calcutta, as noted in paragraph 9, has risen by 4,020 tons over that of the 
previous quarter. ; 

6. ‘he despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing the several pass stations into the interior of the country both east 
and west of the river Hoogily, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the quarter under review and the corresponding quarters of the 
previous two years, ere shown in the table bélow:— 










































Taste IV. 
SSEEpH ae SS = 

By WATER. | BY Batt, By STasMESS 
aon A hs = LE wit aac 

: J é é s 3 | 3° | eas’ [sss | 28 

Preto, a/218 |2 |a 12 lad |aia® (eee 
41a 1s] 48, | “se 18 | ag, lat etal setae 
3 ; 4) 2d | 85/3 828 | 22.4 af 

= | & | 22 | sh | eb | se | afk | peters | 34855] 38 

1 | 2 | 3 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 | 10 | u 
| mas. | mas, | atas. Mas.| Mas, Mas. Mis. | Mds, 


quarter of 1893-94...| 1:83.179 | 96,515 as,a19. |. 
ourth we *t Lee | 1,683,015 | 1,834,906 bat 
Ditto —_of 180-405, 





‘85,808 | 1,206,044) 51,046 













The decrease in the exportation of ee _ eg ae is pa 
nded salt shown in paragrap 


balanced by the increase in the transactions in 
ll. : 








7. The quantity of salt despatched 


by the East Indian Railway to 
mn , the stations beyond Buxar during the quarter - 
Jamey _ pio 16 Under review amounted to 38,347 maunds 10 seers, 
February *" 1y'961 30 as noted in the margin, against 20,609 mauuds 
March «» 13,865 10 19 geers in the previous quarter, 


Total 


8. The quantity of sal 





vious year. 


ment of duty, amounted to 12, 


and 2,999 


.. $347 10 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the pre- 


tpetre salt removed from the refineries on. pay- 
134 maunds, against 4,240 maunds io the previous 


quarter, and 8,897 maunds in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, 
9. he shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta, according 
to published market reports, were as follows :— 
Tons. 
January x ve 11,550 
February ase a 14,800 
March tee os Bs 7,870 
Total 84,220 


During the quarter under review, onl 
for Calcutta with 3,000 tons of salt from burg. 
10. Table V shows the average wholesale 
Liverpool and other descriptions of salt during each 


—— 


one vessel is reported to be en route 


rice per 100 maunds of 
ortnight of the quarter :— 















































Taste V. 
2 7 : - | 
Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnighy Fortnight 
Descrrrtion ov Sat. ending 15th ending 3ist |_ ending 15th ending 29th |. ending 1! ending Sist 
January 1896, | January 1896, February 1896. | February 1896. | Mi 1996, | March 1806, 
; Loe & ee ee © | 
+ Ra, A. P. Ba. A. Pe Rs, A. P. Rs. A. Pe Bas. A. P. Re, A. P. 
-— oe 9 1 81 6 6511 0 #5 9 7415 4 Sl. 2 8 
ry, 678 43 8 66 8 8 66 2 8 aan 0 0 0 
on $20 «0 320 0 $113 7 3219 M15 6 ob 4 0 
‘i 36 0 «0 36 0 0 361 4 3714 6 Bu 2 7ae 
o 330 0 37:10 8 63 6 4800 500 0 woe 
oo eT seeeee eoseee ooo Porn Ge 
I i 


ll. The following table shows the er 
into bond and cleared from bond and shipboar 
Khulna, Balasore, Chandbali, and Bhairab Bazar 


quarter under review 








of sea-imported salt admitted 
at Chittagong, Narayanganj, 
ing the 


(Mymensingh) during 


and the corresponding quarter of 1894-95 :--— 





Tastz VI. 
=== ===. —————___ nn Ee — 
ADMITTED INTO BOND. OLBARED. 
Por? on STATION Description of salt. Fourth Fourth Fourth F 
quarter of quarter of quarter of quarter of 
1894-95. 1805-96. 1894-95. | " 























.» 8. 0. . 8. 
Oe ee | 3,60 0 0| 1,21,697 0 0*| 78,981 0 0 590 10 © 

Chittagong... 4 Meat ic ae at! res < site ae La Es 5 pee 
orks ‘ os oat ee ane oa Pe coosee uae oa poe Te 
Sen: lm Ni + “| 4,700 0 0 | 18,460" 0 0 “$0 0°0| 7,205 0 0 
Spalipore, ry Hed - os 1,550 0 0 ale | 4 : wo 0 0 18,180 8 0 
ke hame” =| Dino aca tek>, rete jest “4 ‘ho 0 
AE ee SU nec EP oes 

Total 
71,800 0 0 | 1,80,008 0 0 


94,680 10 0 | 1,68,700 20 0 


— 





* Tneludes 60,960 mauuds bonded during the quarter in private warehouse. 


No transactions of sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter 





‘RESOLUTION ON THE, BUDGET ESTIMATES OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE PORT OF OALOUTIA 


FOR THE YEAR 1896.97. 





No, 887 Marine. 
GOVEKNMENT OF BENGAL—MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Catoutta, the 18th May 1896.- 


RESOLUTION, 
Reap— 
A letter No. 3373, dated the 16th March 1896, from the Vice-Chairman of the 
Commissioners of the Port of Caloutta, submitting for sanction the budget 
estimates of the Commissioners for the year 1896-97. 
A general summary of the budget estimates submitted by the Commis- 
sioners 1s subjoined :— 


oS 



































: Estimate for Estimate for 
RevenvE Accounts. 1896-97 1895-96. 
. 2 | 3 
eee eee 
| 
Receipts. Rs. | Ra 

Part 1.—Jetties eee eee 16,59,750 138,48,250 
5 -1L—Inland Vessels Wharves ... a 4,83,000 4,583,000 
» 111.—Strand Bank Lands oe | 1,68,994 1,68,815 
”  TV.—Port or Harbour Master’s Department - | 4,96,550 542,660 
» _VI.—Railway tes 8,70,000 8,30,000 
» VIL—Port Approaches ais ru | 4,07 ,625 38,92,750 

Total tes 85,85,919 82,30,475 
,, VIII1,—Kidderpore Docks ae ing 8,51,500 4,00,000 
Total et 39,87,419 36,30,475 
Special Toll oe & ‘ed 8,65,000 8,25,000 
’ Total wae | 48,02,419 44,55,475 
Expenditure. 

Part _1.—Jetties oe ve 12,31,260 11,58,849 
» _ 11.—Inland Vessels Wharves ... coe 4,20,765 4,29,759 
”  411.—Strand Bank Lands oe 1,04,426 1,11,793 
»  LV.—Port or Harbour Master’s Department . vee | §,64,334 5,87,254 
» _VI—Railway one éae'| 2,965,948 . 278,821 
»,  VII.—Port Approclies ooh ae | 4,838,377 5,14,585 

Total a 81,00,110 30,80,561 
» VILL.—Kidderpore Docks ‘ 6 | 19,52,708 20,78,093 
Total Pe, | 50,52,813 51,58,654 
Special Toll ose one bes 20,656 21,056 
Total 2s | 50,738,869 “51,79,710 
A a a as 


Estimated balance on Ist April 1896 one ... 5,60,264 





Receipts, 

2. Parr I—Jetties.—The receipts are taken at Rs. 3,16,500 more than 
those of 1595-96. The increase is based on actuals, : : 

3. Parr 11.—TJnland Vessels Wharves.—Vhe receipts are taken at Rs. 30,000 
over ast year’s estimate, The increase is based on actuals. 

4. Parr IV.—Port or Harbour Master's Department.—The receipts are 
estimated at k's. 46,110 less than those of the previous year. The estimate is 
based on the actuals for the ten months, April 1895 to January 1896, which show 
a falling off, due to vessels making shorter stays in the port. 

5, Varr VI.—Tramway.—'Vhe earnings are estimated at Rs. 40,000 more 
than those of the previous year. he increase is based on actuals, 

6. Parr VI1.—Port Approaches.—The receipts are taken at Rs. 14,875 
over last year's estimate. The increase is justified by the actuals up to the 
end of January 1896, which amount to Rs, 3,34,092. 

7. Parr VII1.—Kidderpore Docks.—The receipts are estimated as fal- 
lows :— 


Rs. 
Reoripts from graving dock ‘ee tee w» —:1,00,000 
Landing charges on imports See ees oA 60,000 
Shipping chaiges on exports ite tee ow 1,50,000 
Rent and miscellaneous uae oon <a 40,000 
Proportion of receipts for towing vessels by hopper barges ... 1,500 
Total . —8,51,500 


There is a decrease of Rs. 48,500 based principally on the actuals of the 
receipts from Imports and Exports up to the end of January 1806. 

8, Special oll.—The receipts for the 10 months, ‘from April 1895 to 
- January 1896, amounted to Rs. 7,21,407, and it was anticipated that those for 
February and March would come to Rs. 1,44,280, The receipts for 1896-97 
have consequently been taken at Rs, 8,65,000. 


EXpenpirore. 


9. Parr I.—Jethies—The estimated expenditure amounts to Rs. 12,31,260 
against Rs, 11,58,849 of the previous year. “ Interest and Sinking Fund on 
Loans ” shows un increase of Rs. 45,600, provision having been made for 
interest and contribution to Sinking Fund onthe debenture loan of 16 lakhs 
raised during the latter part of 1895-96 for carrying out certain miscellaneous 
improvements, and a similar provision having been made for the debenture 
loan of a lakh and-a-half raised in 1895 for increasing the accommodation 
in the Petroleum Wharf. Under the head “Repairs to Budge-Budge Depot” 
there is an increase of Rs, 21,000 owing to provision having been made to 
a the cost of protection to the foreshore, which is being cut away by 
the river. 

10. Part U.—Jnland Vessels’ Wharves—Under this head there is a 
decrease of Rs. 8,994 as compared with the estimate of last year. The prin- 
cipal decreases are under the heads “ Repairs” and “ Renewals and Improve- 
ments, 

11. Parr II.—Strand Bavk Lands.—There is a decrease of Rs. 7,367 
under this head as compared with the last year’s estimate. All the policies for 
the Press house, except one, having been renewed up to the 1éth July 1897, 
the grant for “ Insurance” has been reduced to pay the premium on the policy 
which will have to be renewed in 1896-97 ; hence the decreas2 in the estimate. 

12. Harbour Master's Department.—Under this head there is a decrease 
of Rs. 22,920 as compared with the estimate of last year. ‘Repairs to boats, 
vessels, &c.,” show a decrease of Rs, 14,300, while no provision has been made 
for “Proportion of Salary of Engineer for Surveying Honahiy bar.” 

_ 13. Tramway.—Under this head there is an increase of Rs. 17,627 caused 
principally by an increase under “ Interest and Sinking Fund on loans.” ‘The 
cause of this increase has been explained in paragraph 9, : 

_ 4d. Parr VIU.—Port Approaches.—There isa saving of Rs, 31,208 under 
this head. “Repairs to vessels” shows a decrease of Rs, 8,000, a sum of 
Rs. 7,000 only having been provided for on account of the repairs of the 
Tigris, for which Rs. 13,000 was provided for last yeur, No provision 






y of Enginoer for surveying Hooghly Bar,” 
ch a sum of Rs. 20,500 was provided last year. ki as, 
— -15. _ Parr VIIL—Kidderpore Docks.—The expenditure under this head is 

estimated at Rs. 19,52,703 against Rs. 20,78,093 of last year. ‘Workin 
expenses” shows a decrease of Rs. 22,188, and “Repairs to buildings” o: 
Rs. 19,035, while under “ Renewals and Improvements” there is an increase of 
Rs, 85,000 

The Government of India having declined to make any reduction in the 
rate of interest on the dock loan, provision has been made for interest at four 
per cent. A sum of four lakhs of rupees is due to the Secretary of State on 
account of this interest, and, under the orders of the Government of India, this 
amount has to be paid up in November next. The Commissioners have, 
however, been able to provide for the payment of a quarter of this amount 

» only, viz., one lakh, and have requested he permission may be given to re-pay 
the remainder by similar annual instalments during the next three years. 

No provision has been made for Sinking Fund on the dock loan, as the 
Government of India have accepted the view that the present burdens of the 
port, in respect of Sinking Fund, may be equitably thrown forward to some 
extent. 

he Government of India have been addressed on the subject of the pro- 

osals submitted by the Commissioners in connection with the interest and 
Biaking Fund on the dock loan, and the subject will be taken up by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor on receipt of a reply from the Government of India. 

16. Subject to the remarks contained in the foregoing paragraphs, and 
to any modifications that it may hereafter be considered necessary to make 
on receipt of the orders of the Government of India regarding interest and 
Sinking Fund, the Lieutenant-Governor, in pursuance of the powers vested in 
him by section 71 of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, approves the estimates of 
income and expenditure of the Commissioners for the year 1896-97. 








By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


A. D. McARTHUR, (ol., x.z., 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 






HALF-MONTHLY RETURNS OF PRICES.CURRENT, WHOLESALE AND 
RETAIL. ai. 





REVENUE DEPARTMENT—AGRICULTURE.. 
Darjeeling, the 18th May 1896. 


RESOLUTION—No. 194T—R. 
Reap— 
1) This Government’s circular No. 84Agri., dated the 25th November 1887. 
2) This Government's circular No. 7Agri., dated the 14th May 1891. 
(3) This Governmont’s circular No. \gAgr. dated the 4th May 1892. 
(4) This Government’s Resolution No. 1772Agri., dated the 4th May 1892. 
(5) Circular of the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department, ~ 
No. *., dated the 17th October 1894. 
(6) This Government’s letter to the Government of India, No. 5236, dated the 7th 
December 1895, 
(7) Resolution of the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department, 
No. 78, dated the 16th April 1896. 


a. 


There have been prescribed for some time back in Bengal two half-monthly 
returns of prices-current, one showing retail prices prevailing in all the districts 
of the Province, and the other the wholesale prices in nine selected marts. In 
each case the prices reported bythe local officers are compiled into a consolidated 
return, which is published in the Caleutta Gazette, and a copy of which is then 
submitted to the Government of India, Department of Finance and Commerce. 

2. In 1891, the Government of India prescribed certain returns of agri- 
cultural statistics, amongst which there was a return of prices, Table B, 
which was intended to show, for the district head-quarter stations as well as 
important marts in the interior, the prices obtained by agriculturists for their 
produce, and those paid by them for necessaries and implements. In the case 
of agricultural produce, the return was to exhibit oa wholesale prices 
calculated from retail prices by applying to them a rate of deduction represent- 
ing the usual difference between wholesale and retail prices. To avoid the 
introduction of a new return, orders were issued in Circular No. 13Agri., dated 
the 4th May 1892, quoted in the preamble, extending to certain selected 
mufassal marts the half-monthly return of retail prices which was then confined 
to the district head-quarter markets, and adding to it certain new commodities. 

8. Ithassinee been found that Table 3 of agricultural statistics has 
failed in its object, and the Government of India have decided to abolish it and 
to introduce in its place a half-monthly return of wholesale prices as actually 
ruling in selected marts, and have also approved a proposal of the Bengal 
Government that, instead of prescribing an additional return to be submitted 
by local officers, the existing half-monthly return of wholesale prices should be 
so expanded as to meet the requirements of the return now introduced, In 
accordance with these orders, rules are laid down below whieh will come into 
force from the Ist June 1896, the first return submitted under the new rules 
being for the half-month ending 15th June. 

4, The abolition of Table B of agricultural statistics. epee * suggests 
that the half-monthly return of retail prices should be reduced to what it was 
before the issue of the orders of 4th May 1892, above quoted. But it has been 
laid down in clause (3) of section 3 of the revised Bengal Famine Code of 
December 1895, that the schedule of normal rates of prices to:be prepared by 
the Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture and pub- 
lished in the Gazette, shall be compiled from the half-monthly returns. of retail 
prices now furnished by Distriet Officers. It is necessary that this. schedule 
should indicate the normal conditions of the agricultural population generally, 
and therefore that it should show prices. not only for the district head-quarter 
stations, but also for the principal marts inthe interior. It is, however,.no longer 
necessary to retain the commodities added in 1892 for purposes of Table B of 
agricultural statistics, and revised rules, superseding all previous rules and orders _ 
relating to this return, are embodied in this. Resolution, and will likewise come , 
into force from the 1st June 1896, “1 












_ forms now prescribed printed and supplied to all officers concerned as soon as 
possible, but the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that any unayoidable delay in this 


will not prevent the submission of returns under the new rules as directed in 
aph 8 above, the existing forms being used with the necessary alter- 
ations made by hand. 


RULES. 


I.—Returns of wholesale prices, 


(1) Half-monthly Returns of wholesale prices of the food-grains and other com- 
modities named in the accompanying form (Appendix I) should be regularly submitted in 
that form for the following markets:— =» 


. Calcutta. (7) Chittagong. 
2) Burdwan. (8) Patna. 

8) Midnapore. (9) Muzaffarpur. 
4) Pabna. (10) Bhagalpur. 

(5) Rangpur. (11) Cuttack. 

(6) Dacca, (12) Ranchi. 


The Return for each market should deal with only the commodities mentioned against 
it in Appendix IL, and no prices need be quoted for a commodity unless wholesale transactions 
jn it have actually taken place. The prices of jute to be shown in the Returns for Pabna 
and Dacca should be obtained from Sirajganj and Narayanganj, respectively, the arrange- 
ments made for this purpose being such that the submission of the Return is not delayed on 
this account. 

(2) The prices shown should be those current, on the 15th and last day of the month, 
for transactions in quantities of not less than ten maunds of food-stuffs, seeds, grass, straw 
and firewood (the price quoted being so much per maund of 40 standard seers), and for a 
maund of iron, cotton, jute, tobacco leaf and galt. Grass and straw are in many places sold 
by kahans, each kahan consisting of 1,280 small bundles. Where this is the case, the price 
shown may be per ‘ahan, but the fact should be noted in the Return. For other commodities, 
not here mentioned, the prices shown should be according to the weight or quantity by which 
wholesale transactions are made in the market, care being taken to note in the Return the 
weight or quantity to which the price relates. . ; 

(3) The Return for each market should be submitted direct to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. The Commissioner of Police for Calcutta, 


-and the District Officers concerned for the rest of the markets, should pay particular attention 


to the observance of punctuality in the submission of these Returns which (except in the case 
of Caloutta, the Return for which should be sent to the Bengal Secretariat on the same day) 
should be posted without fail on the very day on which the prices are taken, é.c., on the 15th 
and last day of the month. 

(4) In the Bengal Secretariat a consolidated Return for all the 12 markets will be 
eompiled in the same form (Appendix 1), and published in the Gazette. 

(5) A copy of the consolidated Return, omitting from it the columns: “‘ Next preceding 
Return ” aud “Corresponding Return of last year” will then be submitted to the Director- 
General of Statistics, amd another copy will be sent to the Director of the Department of Land 
Records and Agriculture, Bengal. 

(6) The Director of the se tar of Land Records and Agriculture will compile 
and submit to Government, not later than the 3lst May, a Return for the financial year 
ending on 31st March, showing the averages of the prices given in the returns sent to him 
under the preceding rule. 5 : : 

(7) Tho Annual Return of average wholesale prices will be published in the Oaloutta 
Gazette, and a copy of it, after publication, will be submitted to the Director-General of 


: Statistics. 


10 


as 


| a i 
F onal of able-bodied agricultural labourers, syces or horse- 
ters or blacksmiths. 


FI.—Returns of retatl prices. 


(8) Half-monthly returns of the retail prices of food-grains and firewood, and of the 
retail and wholesale prices of salt, compiled in the form hereto appended (Appendix ITI), 


~» should be geleely submitted to the Revenue Department of Government. By retail prices,. 
in the ease o 


food-grains, is meaut the number of seers of 80 tolas standard weight obtainable 


for a rupee. 
(0) In the case of common rice, the price shown should be the average of the retail 
joes at which tho common qualities of husked ries (ma chaut), consumed for the time 
Sune by the middlo and poorer classes, are actually sold on the day on which the Return is 


a " (10) Tho returns for the second-halves of June and December ‘should show, in addition 


to the prices of food-grains, &c., mentioned in the form at nes III), the gic monthly 
, ComMOn Masons, carped- 













‘ * 
11) ‘The Returns should exhibit the prices ruling not only in the head-quarter station 
mc, oe also in the other marts mentioned in "the “iat hereto ae iy er TV) 
the District Officer’s Return being one consolidated Return for all the marts in is district. - 

(12) For the district head-quarter station, the Return for the first-half of the month — 
should show the prices ruling on the 15th, and the Return for the second-half should show — 
tho prices ruling on the last day of the month. For marts in the interior of the district, 
the District Officer should so arrange that the prices ruling on the latest market day are 
regularly incorporated in each half-monthly Return without delaying its submission to 
Government. ‘District Officers should pay particular attention to the observance of punc- 
tuality in the submission of the half-monthly Return, which should, like the Return for whole- 
sale prices, be posted without fail on the day on which the half-month to which it relates 
ends, é.c., on the 15th and last day of each month. The Return for Calcutta should reach 
the Bengal Secretariat on the day the prices are recorded. 

(13) In the Bengal Secretariat, a consolidated Return for Calcutta and the head- 
quarters station bazars of districts will be compiled from these Returns, and published in the 
Caleutia Gazette, and a copy of it, after publication, will be regularly submitted to the 
Director-General of Statistics. ‘The original Returns of the local officers will then be forward- 
ed to the Office of the Director of the Department of Land Records and Agriculture for the 

reparation of the schedule of normal rates of prices required under section 8 (3) of the Bengal 
Wine ode, revised edition of December 1599, 





III.— General. 


(14) Prices should be recorded for both the wholesale and retail returns by the same 
agency. In districts where the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIIT of 1885, is in foroe, the prices for 
these Roturns should be ascertained by the same agency as is employed for the Tenancy Act 
price-lists. In other districts the District Officers should make such arrangements as they 
may consider suitable, having regard to tho importance of securing the greatest possible 
acouracy in the Returns. . 

(15) In each district, an officer not below the rank of a Deputy Collector or Assistant 
Collector should be <eper'4 charged with, and made responsible for, checking the returns by 
personal enquiries, and each prices-current Return should bear the attestation of such officer 
that he has satisfied himself ofits accuracy. ‘To enable him to do this, it will be essential 
for him not merely to commence enquiries on the day on which the statement is to be 
presented, but to keop himself informed from day to day of the variations of the market. 

2) ‘The Collectors concerned should exercise a constant supervision over the Returns, 
and the system on which they are prepared should be examined with care by the Commis- 
sioners on the occasion of their ra ig 

(17) It will be the duty of the Director of the Department of Land Records and 
Agriculture to examine the Returns when he visits districts on tour, and report to Govern, 
ment any deficioncy which he may discover. 


Orper.—Ordered that this Resolution with its appendices be published in 
the Calcutta Gazette, and that copies of it be forwarded to all officers concerned, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
M. FINUCANE, 
Ofg. Sccretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Resolution of the Government of i Revenue Department, No. , dated the 
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Form of Returns of wholesale prices. 


ie 


Prices-ourrent (wholesate) shes 











































a es 
i a ' Rice (best sort). Common rice (mota chant), Wheat (‘Triticum sationm). Barley (Hordeum vulgare), 
Bem Titel tlel ag 
e| . a ean cea 
bs th bie i ll#l& | iif b Li p 
Bad 2 pe] efefel 8 9 » | u | w [ow 
F.. | | | | 
f | | 
aa | | | | 
| | | 
| | 
| 


























| 
| | da 


ie peer ane pein ice of the -oN ign ing per form of mecans, ied 


For “i leaned we Cin tome 
For “salt” the rin re 





{yDARD SEBRS, 





—— 























ragi (Bleu. 





isetum typhoideum). sine coroeana). 


Bajra or cumbu (Pen- 
” 








pum vulgare) 
pee 


sr or cholum (Sor- 






































mi (Here state the ind 
‘see foot-note (4) 
























shi een 8 ; fg 


wi 
eS aid Lite: a ee pre) aes 











aS AF Nees 
eli di 
BER: Lv 

| Fk aa ae Petes: 


rer 


ey ‘ 
ST aly 


~ 


LtwSaee a 


1 









APPENDIX II ‘. 5 

To > Dra inna 

. Resolution oh he Gorecmnel tinge, Heres SE No. , dated the 
é y 1896. ¥ 


List of commodities to be dealt with by each mart in the return of wholesale prices. 








Commodities for which prices are to be shown in the half-mon' 
Number. | Name of mart. | Retara of wholesale less: ay 
TAS et : 


1 Calcutta «+. | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, gram," Indian 
corn or maize, arhar dal, linseed, mustard and raj , til or jinjili 
seod, sugar raw (gur), cotton (cleaned), jute, ghi (clarified butter), 
tobacco leaf, hides (cow), grass, straw, iron, firewood, salt. 

2 Burdwan ... | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, gram, arhar dal, 

linseed, mustard and rapeseed, sugar raw (gur), cotton (cleaned), ghi, 

straw, iron, firewood, salt. 
3 Midoapore ws. | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), linseed, mustard and rapeseed, 

, sugar raw (gur), cotton (cleaned), ghi, tobacco leaf, hides (cow), 

straw, iron, firewood, salt. 

4 Pabna ... | Rice (best sort), commonrice (husked), wheat, gram, arhar dal, linseed, 
mustard and rapeseed, sugar raw (ur), cotton (cleaned), ghi, tobacco 

| leaf, straw, jute,* iron, firewood, salt. 

6 Rangpur ... | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, bajra, maize, gram, 
arhar dsl, lmseed, mustard and rapeseed, sugar raw (gur), cotton 

idomnedyy ghi, tobacco leaf, hides (cow), grass, straw, jute, iron, fire- 














wi 
6 Dacca «++ | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, gram, arhar dal, 
mustard and rapeseed, sugar raw ig. cotton (cleaned), ghi, tobacco 
leaf, hides (cow), grass, straw, jute® iron, firewood, salt. 
7 Chittagong +. | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), ep mustard, sugar raw 
(gur , ghi, cotton (cleaned), tobacco leaf, hides (cow), iron, ood, 
8 Patna + | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, bajra, maize, 


gram, arhar dal, linseed, mustard and rapeseed, til or jinjili seed, 
sugar raw (gur), cotton (cleaned), ghi, tobacco leaf, cee, iron, 
firewood, salt. 
9 Muzaffarpur + | Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, maize, marua or 
ragi, arhar dal, ghi, sugar raw ), tobacco leaf, iron, firewood, salt. 
10 Bhagal pur «| Rice (best sort), common rice (husked), wheat, barley, bajra, maize, 
aarp arhar dal, ghi, sugar raw (gur), cot‘on (cleaned), linseed, mus- 
and papaseel, tobacco leaf, iron, firewood, salt. 
ll Cuttack .. | Rice (best scrt), common rice (husked), wheat, gram, arhar dal, linseed, 
mustard and rapeseed, jinjili , Sugar raw (gur), ghi, cotton 
: (cleaned), tobacco leaf, hides (cow), grass, straw, iron, firewood salt. 
ss | Ranchi ... | Rice (best sort), common pice (busked), wheat, barley, gram, arhar dal, 
linseed, mustard and rapeseed, sugar raw (zur), cotton (cleaned), ghi, 
tobacco leaf, hides (cow), grass, straw, iron, firewood, salt. 


* Prices of jute will be taken for Pabna at Sirajganj, and for Dacca at Narayanganj, 
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TO 


Resolution of the Government of Revenue Department, No. » dated 
the y 1896. 


List of Marts for which Returns of Retail Prices are to be submitted. 
BURDWAN DIVISION. 


District. Marta at which prices District, Marte at which prices 
Burdwan. Midnapore, 
Burpwan sé pr Mipnarons ows atk: 
’ Kalna, Contai. 
th Pd 
Suri. Hoocuty een {Bh desvar. 
Binsnom ie { Rampur Hat. Jahanabad. 
Howrah. . 
Bankura. Hownau ws Mohiari. 
BANKURA *** | Vishnupur. Ulubaria, 


PRESIDENOY DIVISION. 





Chetla Hat. Berhampore. 
24-Paraanas te meg Moursumapad .., Ran _ 
Beduria Baraon. Jangipur. 
Jessore, 
Oaucurra vee Calcutta. baka 
agura. 
Goari. JESSORE a | Fouifiel: 
Ranaghat. Bangaon, 
Nava o< Kaliabazar. « Khulna. 
Chuadanga. Kavya vee Satkhira, 
{ Bahadurkhali, Bagorhat. 
RAJSHAHI DIVISION. 
. {Neve Rangpur. 
AJSHAHI «+» § Naogaon, Nil arhi. 
Neier Bavarvz Rarigaoa; 
Dinaspur as oavey Bazar Hat. Gaibandha. 
ai 
Jararcuat es { apeignst Boora » Bogra. 
by { Kiasnge ek 
ARJEBLING ... 4 Kurseong, ‘abna. 
Siiged.” Panna | Birajganj. 
DACOCA DIVISION. 
(atuer F 
larganj. ‘aridpur. 
Dacca te Manian} Fanwrvr te Geatonde: 
Munshir Hat. : Madaripur. 
UMirkadim. 
Blpscaney Barisal. 
Kagmarhi. Pat i 
Mymensix ou m | Jamalpur. Backrrounor ... Pree 
| Kishorganj. Bhola, 
! Netrakona. 
CHITTAGONG DIVISION. 
Comilla. Kalitara Hai 
| Terra 2 {Brahman Noaxnatt ‘sh Fe Hae” ij 
: pur. EYTTA Chi . 
° hig SS Cox's Backs, 








Patna 
Gaya 


Snawapap 


Monouyr 
BuaGarur 


Pournga 


Ourrack 


Hazart BAGH 


LoHARDAGA 








rad a 
PATNA DIVISION. 
Patna. Chapra. 
Barh. Saran } Mirganj 
i Mota 
inapore, otihari. 
fie OHAMPARAN Bettiah, 
Nawadah. { Mucaffarpur. 
** ) Jahanabad. Mozarrarrvur ... { Sitamarhi 
Aurangabad Hajipur. 
Arrah, Darbhanga. 
Buxar. DaRBHANGA Madhubani. 
$e , Samastipur. 
Bhabua. 
BHAGALPUR DIVISION, 
Monghyr. Malda. 
Fs Beguatead Mara *** | Rahanpur. 
Bini Dumka. 
pur. umka. 
Banke, Deoghur. 
*** ) Madhipura. SonTHAL Par-} Godda. 
Supaul. GANAS. Jamtara, 
Kusba. Rajmahal. 
ve} Arraria, Pakour. 
Kishanganj. 
ORISSA DIVISION. 
Cuttack. Balasore. 
“e { Kondrapar, Batasons | a 
ajper. Punt wo} Eide, 


OHOTA NAGPUR DIVISION. 


Hazaribagh. PAaLaMau 
a abe Mansuum 
*** | Palkot. Sincusravuu 








..» Daltonganj. 
Gobind 

*** | Gobindpur, 
Chaibassa. 





Circular No. 7T.—M., dated Darjecling, the 15th May 1896. 
From—H. H. Ristey, Bsa., 0.1-8., Secy. to the Govt. of Benga’ 1, Municipal D 
From Commisdoners of Divisions. oe DET 
In connexion with the prevailing scarcity of water in some districts of 
Bengal, it appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that there will be considerable 
advantage in collecting and placing on record the chief facts regarding the 
water-supply of municipalities, in order that systematic action may be taken 
from year to year in the direction of improving existing sources of water-supply. 
and providing new sources. 

2, Iam accordingly to request that all municipalities in your Division 
may be instructed to prepare registers in Forms I and II annexed to this letter, 
showing whether the existing sources of water-su ply in each ward or mahalla 
are sufficient for the requirements of the population, and what ought to be done 
to extend or improve them. 

3. Both registers should be examined periodically by the Chairman and 
by inspecting officers, with a view to the issue of orders under sections 199, 
199A, and 200 of the Municipal Act, and to ascertain whether orders already 

assed under those sections are duly enforced. T e results of this enquiry 
should be set forth in the Annual Report, to which Form should be ane | 
as Appendix M, and it should be distinctly stated whether the Commissioners 
have satisfied themselves that the supply of each ward ig sufficient for its 
requirements, and what action they are taking to increase it or to improve its 
quality. 


Water-supply Form I—Municipal. 
Mipnarorr Municrpauity. 
GENERAL REGISTER OF SOURCES OF WATER-SUPPLY. 
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column 11. 
here tanks and ‘wells which retain water all the year except in seasons’ of unusual drought. 
Include under this head all sources of unfiltered water-supply, whether Peloaging to Government or to private persons, the control of which has been made ot 


the municipality, or which are in their possession under section 200 (a).! 
inspecting officers on the suflicien to the population. 


fee beon made, note the fact in column of remarks, and fill up these columns accordingly. If not, fill up according to local opinion. 
(e) cy or otherwise of the water-supply in relation 


Enter here any remarks made by 


or Issrucrixe 


(. 





Rewarcs 
Orricess 





pXaPORE Monicrparrry. 
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L__ = 
5 [ 6 7 8 9 
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Municipal Department, 
To—AlJl Commissioners of Divisions. 


water-supply of districts, 


providing new sources. 

2, Lam accordingly to request that 
may be instructed to prepare registers in 
showing whether the existing sources 


te 3. Both registers should be examined peri 
by inspecting officers, with a view to the issue of orders uni 
and 119 of the Bengal Local Self-Governmen 
orders already passed under those sections are 
this inquiry should be set forth in the Annual Report, to which a statement 
showing the thana totals of Form I should be annexed as Appendix E, and 
* it should also be distinctly stated how far the District Boar 


themselves whether the supply, 
and what action they are taki 
annual programme of operations in 


advantage in collecting and placing on record th 


December 1895 | Municipal 


| Set apart for bath- 
ing under section 
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e» | Set apart for drink- 
ing purposes under 
section 199, 

Closed for drinking 
under section 1904, 








pereoniul. 
lation to the population. 


Circular No. 8T.—M., dated Darjeeling, the 15th May 1896. 
From—H. H. Ristey, Ksa., ce. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 


have satisfied 
of each village is sufficient for its requirements, 
ng to increase it or to improve its quality, An 
connection with village water-supply must 


be submitted tu the Commissioner with the budget estimates of the Board. 


4. In districts where there are no District Boards, the Magistrate will 
arrange for having similar registers prepared, and an annual programme of 
work prepared for submission to the Commissioner. 
stated inthe annual report on the operations of the Road F 
be, in the manner prescribed in paragraph 3. 

5. You are requested to issue such detailed subsidiary instructions as may 


Account, as the case may 


- seem necessary for the proper carrying out of these orders. 


6. District Officers will, in future, 


reference to water-supply a cardinal 


point in t 
their subordinates, and full notes of facts should be take 


view to supplementing and correcting the registers. 





In connection with the prevailing scarcity of water in some districts of 
Bengal, it appears to the Lieutenant-Governor that there will be considerable 
e chief facts regarding the 
in order that systematic action may be taken from 
year to year in the direction of improving existing sources of water-supply and 


all District Boards in your Division 
Forms I and II annexed to this letter, 
of water-supply in every village 
containing more than 100 houses are sufficient for the requirements of the 
population, and what ought to be done to extend or improve them, District 
. ~ Officors will arrange to give the Boards all poss 
establishments of all descriptions in the prepara 


ible assistance from Government 
tion and check of the registers. 

odically by the Chairman and 
er sections 90, 118, 
+ Act, and to ascertain whether 
duly enforced. The results of 


The results should be 
und or Road 


make the inspection of villages with 
heir own tours and in those of 
nin each case, with a 


, note the fact in column of remarks; if no analysis has Deen made, enter as wholesome or unwholesome according to local opinion. 
‘Panks and wells which hold water all the year ound, except in unusually dry seasons, should be shown ‘as 
Enter remarks made by inspecting oifivers on the safficieacy or otherwise of the water-supply in rel 
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here tanks and Wells which retain water all the year except in seasons of unusual drought, 
ps ine in these columns tanks or wells— 
Provided by the District Board under section 88° ad the Act, 
2 Controlled District Board under section 
Bet set bar hy ‘he District Board unde rection Bor 
by Looe] Hoard under section 101, 


NS) ore Gleaneed 0 ired ore a ica Committes under section 118 and controlled under section 119, and show details in column of remarks, 
omar inspecting officers on the sufficiency or otherwise of ‘of the water-supply in relation to the Population, iaud suggested impry 


_ Water-supply Form No, II—Local Self-Government. ] 
_ DISTRICT BURDWAN. 
| Sapar Locat Boaxn. 


VILLAGE OR UNION REGISTER OF SOURCES OF WATER: SUPPLY, 


first, then wella. 
fact in column ofremarks ; if no analysis ha: Lots tenia, ea tor ss wholesome oF unwholesome according to local opinie. 
i Seoub aes el wate Iwata be far ra round, coon Go bn ‘unusually vce wenn, should ret oP Ceca ape 








No, 2053M.—The 19th May 1896.—The following reports on the scarcity 
of water are published for general information. 


H. H. Ristey, 
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


No. 301G., dated Burdwan, the 7th May 1896. 


From—O. Fisuzr, Esa., Officiating Magistrate and Collector of Burdwan, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 


In continuation of my No. 242G., dated Ist instant, I have the honour to 
report as follows, 

2. There has been a general fall of rain throughout the district during the 
last week. At Kalna there has been a fall of 2°87 inches on the 29th April, 
and a further fall of 3°55 inches on the 4th instant. There is now no longer 
any scarcity of water in any part of that subdivision. 

8. Katwa reports 2°52 inches between the Ist and 5th of May, and it is 
reported that most of the tanks in that subdivision have now a certain 
amount of water in them. A meeting of zamindars was held at Katwa on 
the 29th ultimo, and promises were given that wells would be sunk in 17 of 
the villages which were referred to in my last weekly report. Of the remain- 
der, 11 are situated in the Ketugram thana, where there has been good 
rain, and the local police report that there is no longer any searcity of water; 
10 are situated Jess than } mile and 5 within 1 mile of a ‘river or a bhil, and 
the Subdivisional Officer has asked the zamindars to construct wells in three of 
the remaining villages. The District Board have six wells in hand in this 
subdivision, However, after the general rain that has fallen, no more anxiety 
need, I think, be felt about the Katwa subdivision. 

4. At Raniganj there was a fall of ‘57 inch on the 4th instant, and on 
the same day 1:05 inches were recorded. This was the result of a heavy 
north-wester which came from Raniganj to Burdwan, and all the intervening 
country which had felt the want of rain received a good downfall. 

5. Her Highness the Maharani Surnomoyee, c.1., of Kassimbazar, informs 
me that she has ordered the excavation of two new wells at Nooni and at 
Burrah Damnah and the cleaning and a on of an old well at Barrabiani. 
The Manager of the Burdwan Raj is advancing loans for well sinking, and 
is expediting the completion of the other works which he has in hand. I am 
continuing to advance loans under the Land Improvement Act. 

6. At the meeting of the District Boart held on Monday last it was 
resolved to transfer a sum of Rs. 5,000 from the head “ Original works” to 
the head “ Sanitary improvements.” In addition to the amount already spent 
on clearing old wells, the Board have at present in hand 17 new wells and 1 
tank which will have cost over Rs. 5,000 when completed :15 of these wells 
are good masonry wells which will prevent any scarcity, in future years over 
_a considerable area. T'wo progress statements are annexed. It will be noticed 
‘that one well has been sunk 38 fect without any sign of water yet. 
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iB. 
Statement of old wells along the Grand Trunk Road which are being cleared for the benott 
of travellers and villagers. 
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No. 
of Number of mile and village. Btate wi — before Remarks. 
well eid 
SEP TOP, NID Pun ET TNC re er on 
1 2 | 3 4 
> ut? Pie See NC Wa rs 
1 | 71st mile teh ...| Filled up with broken | Completed. 
’ brickpots, very little water 
and unfit for use. 
2 | 86th mile, Galsichatty... ...| An unfinished well with} Ditto, 
little water, portion kutcha 
and portion pucka. 
3 | 96th mile, Budbud bungalow — ... | Old well... Ditto. 
4 | 98th mile ake ... | Old well filled up entirely Ditto. 
with bricks and earth. 
5 | 100th mile Ev ... | Old well with little water| Ditto. 


and unfit for use. 


excavated 


to Wy tet water is sprin, pringing up up which 
is beirg ‘baled ont continually to keep 
the bottom dry enough to be cut. 





Offg. Collector-Magistrate, Burdwan. 





















106th mile, Rajband bungalow 
108th mile, ——— 


108th mile, ss esa 
118th mile see «.| Ditto w.| Ditto. 
10 |119th mile, Mohanpur bungalow... | Ditto «| Ditto. 
11 + 126th mile one .. | Ditto soe Ditto. 
12 | 182nd mile, Bograchatty ... | Ditto Ned Ditto. 
13 |132nd mile, ditto w | Ditto ole Ditto. * 
14 | 182nd mile, ditto ... | Ditto ... | Being cleared. 
15 | 182nd mile, ditto ... | Ditto nd Ditto. 
16 | 186th mile, Chottapalta ... | Ditto ... | Completed. 
17 | 138th mile, Asanso ... | Old well water unfit for use| Ditto. 
18 | 188th mile, ditto ay Ditto ditto ... Ditto. 
19 | 138th mile, ditto eee Ditto ditto... Ditto. 
20 | 147th mile, Kendrah eet Ditto ditto ...| Ditto. 
Wells at encamping grownds. 
1 | 61st mile, Daluibazar . | Old well dried up ... | Being cleared. 
2 84th mile, are Ditto «| Ditto. 
3 | 96th mile, Budbud ... | Old well _ oes Ditto. 
4 |108th mile, Gopalpore «| Ditto | Ditto. 
5 | 108th mile, ditto ws | Ditto «et Ditto. 
6 | 120th mile, Ondal .. | Ditto eat Ditto. 
7 |120th mile, do. «| Ditto sae Ditto. 








OC, Fisuzr, 
Offy. Collector, Burdwan. 





No. 589, dated Birbhum, the 9th May 1896. 
From—E. G. Draxe-Brockman, Esa., Magistrate of Birbhum, 
To—Tho Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

In continuation of my last report dated the 2nd May 1896, regarding the 
water-supply in this district, I have the honour to state that there has hei 
more rain Tiing the past week, which has been of great benefit. From the 
reports received it does not appeat that any distress is felt for want of water 
in this district, Water is obtainable everywhere with but little exertion on 


the part of the villagers. 

2. A few applications have been since received for loans to re-excavate 
tanks, and these are under enguiry. There appears no need for the District 
Board to take any measures beyond what are being taken and which have 


been stated in my previous reports. 





No. 638, dated Bankura, the 12th May 1896. 
From—N. Bonnam-COanrer, Esa., Magistrate of Bankura, 
‘Yo—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Iw continuation of my letter No. 601, dated the Sth instant, I have the 
honour to submit my weekly report on the condition of water-supply of the 
district for the week ending 12th instant. 

2, Out of 20 permanent wells sanctioned for the Sadar subdivision, 1 
was completed and work in 9 was in full progress et the week. Sites for 
the remaining 10 wells have been selected, and the w will shortly be taken 
in hand. Of the 16 wells in the subdivision of Vishnupur, the work was in 
progress in 9; the sites of 8 more wells were chosen during the week, and 
enquiries were made to select suitable sites for the remaining 4. 








8. In the <_< of temporary by 88 holes, be eae 16 shown as 
under progress in the last report, were in the. ai of rivers an 
streams, and in low lands and tanks all vet tha Basar aiedtrins Ten such 
wells were also sunk in the subdivision of Vishnupur. oe 
. 4. In the Municipality of Bankura the Commissioners sanctioned the 
construction of three wells out of their funds, and granted a private individual - 
permission to dig a fourth. The work in three of them has been nearly 
completed. One important bandh and a tank are also being redug, There is 
not, however, much scarcity of water for drinking purposes in the town because 
a good supply can be obtained ‘by digging m the beds of the rivers 
Gandhepwari and Dalkepwar, which lie to the north and south -of the town 
respectively. o 
Pié. I ee herewith a statement showing the rainfall in the distriet for 
the week ending 9th May, from which it will appear that there has been on an 
average 1:64 inches. This has come as a very welcome relief, and will render 
unnecessary any further expenditure on temporary measures of relief. 


sstation. 


Nameofzegistering | = Dato of dip. | Total ot mm Rawanxs. 





Bankura she «+ | 4th, 5th and 8th May... 1:02 
Gangajalghati . | Oth and 8th st nea 8°25 
Maliara Sis «. | Sth ,, ‘8th Soiiebe 2°36 
Onda a «| 4th y 7th or 64 
Khatra =~ «| Sth ,, Sth are 117 
Raipur i, ... | Sth ,, 8th oe as 1:66 
Vishnupur ... ... | 4th, 5th and 8th ,, ... 161° 
Sonamukhi ... «| Oth and 8th ee oies 161 
Kotulpur ..,. ... | 8th ep crane 14 
Tndas ES «| 4th, 5th, 8th and 9th 169 
May. 
Average ass 164 


N. Bonnam-Carrer, Magistrate. 


aibu ~ No. 1T., dated Camp Contai, the 11th May 1896. 

ag “From—W. R. Bricut, Esa., Magistrate of Midnapore, 

‘0. "“To—Tho Secretary to the Government. of Bengal, Financial Department. 

I nave the honour herewith to forward the weekly report of the condition 
of this district as regards mise 9 4 for ‘the week ending the 9th. The 
report has been unavoidably detained as [am in camp-at along distance from 
head-quarters and my camp ddk has been delayed by stormy weather. 

2. There has been great improvement.in the state of affairs during the 
week, as there has been heavy rain certainly in the Sadar subdivision and 
Contai which has probably extended elsewhere, but I have not yet received 
reports, I have just come down to Contai, which is 62 miles south of Midnapore 
and have passed through several thanas.en route. In none of these is there now 
any scarcity of water; what scarcity there was,having been relieved by recent 

eavy rain. - 
I have now received detailed reports from all thanas but one in the 
district and all outposts except one or two not affected, The subdivisions of 
Contai and Tamluk are quite safe, there being now no scarcity of water any- 


‘where and no necessity enitting for any steps whatever. As regards the Sadar, — 


the following thanas are included jn it ;— 


1. Sadar, Gopiballa 
2 Neew 1 Soe 
le 4 in . r 
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11, Jhargram, 
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4. As regards the Sadar, there has been ample rain. The municipal 
cok td is not copious, but there is no ground whateyer for anxiety. 
—— isall right. ‘The recent rain js said to have removed all difficulties 
from Binpur. From Garhbeta it is reported that no relief is required. From 
Debrah it is re that recent rain has done much good, and that there is still 
a small stock of water in the ponds. 

5. The report from Gopiballabhpur is dated previous to the late rains. 
Even then there were only 10 villages in which water was required. In these 
villages people have to go a mile ora mile and-a-half, and in two cases two miles, 
for water. 1 anticipate that the rain will certainly have reached this thana. 
If not, Iwill arrange for wells to be dug. As re Sabang, I have only a 
report from the pee not from the thana. ‘The rain had reached there 
and done much.good. No danger was anticipated there. Salbani lies between 
the Sadar and Garhbeta, and rain will have removed all difficulties there. “In 
Keshpur the people are reported to be carting water from one river, while some 

them are digging wells. Wells are recommended in four villages only ; but 
a8 this report was written before the recent rain, I do not anticipate that even 
these will now be at, per Some wells have already been sanctioned there. 
From Dantoon four villages are reported as being put to some inconvenience, 
as they have to go half to.two miles for water to the river. 

Carting of water is recommended; but this, I am afraid, cannot be 
managed. This report also was written previous to the late heavy rain. 

‘urther enquiries will be made. From Jhargram the report is that only in one 
village (Jhangram itself) is there any difficulty about water, and that people are 
carting the water required. The report is, however, manifestly incomplete. 
Further report will be called for. Of the police outposts, Mohanpur reports 
scarcity in two villages, In one’ of these drinking-water has to be brought 
drom two and in another from one mile. Benapura is all right. As regards 
the two other outposts, the District Superintendent of Police reports that no 
special scarcity is reported. : 

6. The above details will show that there is no ground for anxiety about 
the Sadar, Contai, and Tamluk subdivisions, while the very small number 
of villages in which wells are recommended shows that the actual inconveni- 
ence which exists is confined to a very small number of places. The Ghatal 
subdivision contains three thanas—Ghatal, Chandrakona, and Daspur—and one 
outpost—Ramjibanpur. 

7. I have not as yet received reports of the rainfall in this subdivision, 
= in reports dated previous to it the following details are given by the 
police ;— 


Ghatal thana.—Eight villages are reported to be suffering inconvenience. 
Six of these villages have to go one mile to a tank for drinking-water, while 
two have to go one-quarter of a mile only. 

Chandrakona reports 14 villages are requiring wells. In three of these 
the villagers have to go one mile, in five cases two miles, and in six instances 
less than one mile, for their drinking-water. 

Daspur.—The police send a list of 27 villages as requiring wells. The 
Subdivisional Officer has, however, only asked for wells in three places by his 
first report : these have been sanctioned, A further report has been submitted 
asking for wells in 14 villages more only. This will be placed before the Board 
at its next meeting on the 15th. 

Ramyibanpur.—The police submit a list of 16 villages; but as water is avail- 
able in all of these within a mile or less, the need is not very urgent. 

'8.. It is therefore clear from these reports, which were received in answer 
to orders to enquire from.each chaukidar on the parade days, and to report 
every single pe in which there is a difficulty about water-supply, that the 
water difficulty in this district is confined principally to Ghatal, and eyen there 
oto very few villages. s oy {5% 

As already reported, Rs. 1,000 has already been sanctioned by the District 
Board for this subdivision, and this amount will provide for some = a wes 
‘now reported as necessary. I will have proper enquiries now made about the 
milage now named, and will take what steps are feasible to deal with the 
matter, ‘ 








er ee 
9. As regards steps which have been taken d 
‘honour to report that the District Board has sanctioned the excavation of a 
number of cheap wells in the Sadar thana, pore 4 in Keshpur, Jhargram, 
and Gopiballabhpur, and the digging of small wells in the bottom of certain 
dried-up tanks, ‘they have also advanced Rs. 500 to the Subdivisional Officer 
of Ghatal for the commencement of the wells already sanctioned. In Ghatal, 
however, there is considerable difficulty in finding workmen who know how to 
dig wells, as wells are unusual in that subdivision, and earthen rings also for 
wells are not available. The Subdivisional Officer also — that ‘ the Fn 
are very actively stirring themselves in the matter. A large number of tanks 
in nearly every village are being re-excavated everywhere, not only by the 
monied and middle classes, but the cultivators and common people likewise.” 
He reports, however, that water is difficult to obtain in this manner. I hope, 
however, that the recent good rain has extended throughout Ghatal, in which 
case all apprehensions will be at rest. Imay add that I have personally seen one 
ood new tank being excavated in the Narangarh thana by a private individual, 
n response to my appeal, the Raja of Midnapore has reported that he’ has 
already re-excavated three tanks at and near his house at Narajol and a fourth 
in another village. He has also directed his Manager to expend Rs. 300 in 
alleviating the water scarcity in Midnapore, and has further ordered him to 
excavate two good wells in the town. 
Raja Sourindro Mohan Tagore, Kr., 0.1.., has also offered Rs. 500 to be 
spent at my discrotion in his zamindari; but as this lies within thana Debra, 
where the police report there is no scarcity of water, there is no necessity for 
accepting his generous offer. 

Maharaja Durga Charan Lah, o.1.z., reports that in his estate in pargana 
Narangarh he has had the silted-up wells éxcavated by the raiyats, and, with a 
view to increasing the water-supply, has kept his tanks khas instead of leasing 
them out for ne, &e. 

The Raja of Maisadal reports that he has excavated one new tank, re- 
excavated several old ones, and thathe is having enquiries made to discover 
where porn are in want, when he will take the necessary measures. 

10. ‘The result of the minute enquiries now made proves beyond a doubt 
that there is no ground for anxiety as regards this district at present. 


No. 849, dated Hooghly, the 8th May 1896. 
From—J. Lana, Hsa., Magistrate of Hooghly, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

I continuation of my report on the water famine in this district, No. 789, 
dated 30th ultimo, I have the honour to report that during the last week we have 
had showery weather, and the rainfall has been more or less general. Some 

' good has been done, but there is an opening for more. Undoubtedly the people 
are, from one cause or another, happier or more contented than they were, for 
gince lust report not a single complaint of want of water has come to notice. 
The rainfall for the week at head-quarters has been 2*01 inches, at Serampore 
approximately the same; and at J ahanabad rather less. 

9. Information to hand from the villages originally reported to be in 
urgent need of water shows that tank excavation is going on at the expense of 
the landlords or people themselves in 47 out of 177 villages in the Sadar sub- 
division, 9 out of 68 villages in the Serampore subdivision, nil out of 48 villages 
in the Jahanabad subdivision. 

3. Contractors and labour and materials are still difficult to obtain in the 


sb thie weck; I hare the 
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Jahanabad subdivision, and the work is necessarily behindhand. The earth ~ 


on the Goghat or western side is hard, and no water has ever, it is said, been 
drawn from wells there. At the time of writing, the earth has been excavated 
to a depth of 25 feet, but there is still no trace of water. It is feared that the 
villagers will not patronise the wells ; they are not accustomed to them; and the 
steal who generally fetch the water for household purposes prefer to go to 
the tanks. ts 
4, Tho sinking of pat wells with earthenware rings is delayed, because 


the kumhars or potters in that part of the country do not prepare such rings ip 
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cers 


this month of ee Tem wells, like ena yan are affordin 
elief to the peop's for the aN washing, &c., met they prefer 3 ‘ 
go to distances for drinking water which they believe to be good by repute. 

6. The chaukidars questioned on larder report that good drinking water, 
though scarce, is still ayailable at a distance. Many regret that Government 
have taken the matter up as they have, because pressure is being put upon them 
to work for themselves, and they are at a loss to find pretexts for refusal. 
Cholera still prevails about Serampore, where the best water is available. 





No. 899, dated Hooghly, the 14th May 1896. 
From—J. Lana, Esa., Magistrate of Hooghly, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Iy continuation of my letter No, |849, dated the 8th instant, on the water 
scarcity in the Hooghly district, I have the honour to report that the rainfall 
during the past week has tended still further to allay any anxiety that may 
have ie The rainfall as reported from the Sadar snbdivision is 1°63 
inches; Jahanabad subdivision 1:54 inches; Serampore subdivision 1:85 inches. 
At Jahanabad the reported rainfall for the year up to date is only 1'7 inches 
of rain as against 5°7 inches for the same period last year. 

2. The cultivators are now busy sowing dhan and preparing their lands. 
Disputes about possession are coming in—a sure sign that cultivation is being 
resumed. Well digging at the expense of the District Board is in full swing, 
even in Jahanabad. The Board in addition to sinking wells are taking up the 
excayation of certain tanks, which have been placed at their disposal for action 
under sections 88-90 of the Local Self-Government Act. These tanks when 
ready will be set apart as public tanks for drinking purposes. 

3. Reports to hand show that since my last letter the excavation of nine 
tanks in the Serampore and of cight tanks in the Sadar subdivision has been 
commenced at the expense of village proprictors, In answer to a letter 
to Babu Suresh Chandra Mukerjee, of Uttarpara, asking him to take 
certain action with roger toa tank in village Belmori, he thanks me for 
bringing the matter to his notice, and adds:—‘ Two tanks are being dug in 
village Degpur, thana Polba, and in village Basipur, thana Dhaniakhali, at a 
cost of over Rg. 1,000, and a deep channel (gaz) is being dug in Majnan at 
a cost of nearly Rs. 300, I have further advanced Rs. 200 to my tenants of 
Majnan, thana Dhaniakhali, to enable them to re-excavate existing tanks in 
their possession, and have generally instructed my agent to help the tenants, and 
to try to improve the state of my property in respect of drinking water or for 
irrigation purposes.” I haye quoted the above as an instance of generosity | 
and piety which, I am confident, is by no means uncommon in this district. 
The names of many otber generous landlords occur to my mind as I write, 
such as Babu Russik Lal Dutt or Maulvi Azid Buksh, of Haripal, who, by 
excavating large tanks at a cost of not less than Rs, 3,000, are conferring a 
lasting boon upon their poorer brethren. 


; No. 245J., dated Boalia, the 8th May 1896. 
From—N. K. Bosr, Esa., Magistrate of Rajshahi, 
To—The Secretary. to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

Tw continuation of this office No, 194J., dated the 29th April 1896, I have 
the honour to,report that, owing to seasonable rainfall, there is now no appre- 
hension of any distress on account of the want of drinking water. 

2. The District Board fully recognize the necessity of meng systematic 
endeavour to improve the supply of potable water throughout the district, and 


have already taken steps to restore some old tanks on the Noakhali system. 


No. 280J., dated Pabna, the 8th May 1896. 
—J.H. Lea, Esa,, Offg. Magistrate of Pabna, 
Fat Peery Eeconatont of Heagah Aasisipdl Department 

Jy continuation of my last weekly report, No. 211J., dated Ist May, on 
the subject of water-supply of the district, I have the honour to report that 
we have had a rainfall of 3°37 inches of rain during the past week, which has 
been general all over the district, and has com letely removed all the 
7 chension which existed of a water-famine. There is now a sufficient 
water-supply all over the district, and I think further weekly reports are 


unnecessary. 














WEATHER AND ORQP REPORT, = | 


For the week ending the 18th May, 1896. 


Burdwan.—Reinfall at Sadar 1:10. ‘Weather hot and cloudy. ‘The recent rain has 
done much good. Ploughing going on everywhere. More rain wanted at Raniganj and 
Assansole. Fodder sufficient. Wuber-oapsly sufficient except in a few places. Common 
rice selling at— ’ 


Sra. c. 
ov oo esi one -tiatey : 
Ina ee oon nes to 14 
Katwa a see ae 1d {Dqiebenzanre: 
Raniganj Rr ; A 17, 0 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 53, Contai 1°31, Tamluk 2°83, Ghatal :18. Weather 
hot and cloudy at times. The recent rain proved beneficial to indigo, and removed the 
want of drinking-water to some extent except in some parts of the Ghatal subdivision. vé 
is being sown in Pangla outpost. Sugarcane doing well. Ploughing commenced vigorously. 
Fodde: is not plentiful. Cattle-disease reported from one thana only. Oommon rice selling 
at— 


Srs. 

eer os das ioe 16 

ntai a sis we 20 to 24 
Tamluk os bai Ba 15 ¢ Per Tape: 

Ghatal be ie we «M4 to 15 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar °04. Weather cloudy with storms. 2°27 inches 
rain fell in Diamond Harbour. The late rain has improved the prospects of sugarcane and 
aus paddy, but more is needed. Lands are being tilledfor making the earth fit for jute 
and aman sowing. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder and water insufficient in places. 
Common rice sells at— ; 


Srs. co. 
Sadar a as we 12tol4 0 
Barasat ae a Gna ee 12 0 
Basirhat as oe sad 17.134 Fo *SEee. 
Diamond Harbour ... ove ase 13 0} 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘11, Jangipur °65. Weather hot. Tho late rain has 
done some good to indigo and mulberry. Sowing of aman paddy has commenced. Fodder 
sufficient. Common rice sells at 134 seers per rupee. : é 


Khulna.— Rainfall at Sadar 1:03, Bagerhat 2°31. Weather stormy and very hot. 
Harvesting of boro paddy nearly finished. Outturn poor. Sowing of aus paddy and jute 
going on in Satkhira subdivision, and over in Bagirhat. No cattle-disease. Fodder suffi- 
—_ Sa drinking-water is scarce only in a fow parts of the district. Common rice 

at— 


8rs. oc. 

salt see sa6 ne ll 0 
rhat eee see oe 15 0 rupee. 
Satkhira eee EP aee ll 0 pb ge 


Dinajpur.—Averagoe rainfall ‘94. Prospoots of bhadoi paddy and jute . - Common 
rice sells from 14 to 16 seors per rupee. No cattlo-disease, Modder ee weeds: 


Rangpur.—Averago rainfall 1:54. Prospects good. Common rice seiing from 10 t 
15 seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. ” J * 


Pabna.—Rainfall 1:07. Weather hot and cloudy. Sowing of aus d j 
continues. Prospects favourable. Fodder sufficient. y ssn bog br 


Dacca.—Rainfall 1°89. Weather hot. Rain at tims, Prospects of standing crops 
appear good. Fodder available. No cattle-disease. Common rico sells at 11 seers per rupee. 


Chi mg.—Rairfall ‘86, Weather hot and cloudy at times. Oultivation of a 
FE conga 0 improved. Water and fodder sufficient. Rico sells at 11 ont tar oes: 


Patna.—Condition of millet and sugarcane fair. Irrigation difficult i usual 
in this part of the year. Small-pox among cattle decreasing. Fodder ate pani green 
fodder in Bihar. Water sufficient except in places in Bihar. Common rice selling at 18} 
seers per rupee. 





jie . Wades Canaces 5 aie 
Gaya.—Sugarcane doing well. Price 6f common rice at Sadar 14 seers, against an 
oe of 14} seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient except in Aurangabad sub- 
Vision. 
Champaran.—Rainfall at Sadar on 17th ('38) will help agricultural operations somewhat. 


Price of common rice at Sadar 17 seers, against normal 14} seers per rupse. Prices risi 
somewhat. Fodder and water sufficient. PS Tope AE eee 


Darbhanga.—No rain. East wind prevaling, and weather occasionally cloudy. Fields 
are being ploughed for biudoi sowings. Rain wanted everywhere. Prices stationory. 


Bhagalpur.—Last wind continued except in Banka, where there was westerly breeze. 
Indigo and sugarcane benefited by rain in Banka. Sowing of winter paddy in progress. 
Fodder scarce. "Water-supply sufficient. 


Purnea.—Rainfall 1:26. The recent rain has much benefitel the rice seedlings. More 
rain wanted. No cattle-disease, fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells from 18 
to 20 seers per. rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall 1:05.- Weather hot and oloudy. Ploughing of sarad and beat 


lands is in progress. More rain wanted. Oondition of cattle generally good. Fodder and 
water scarce in places. Common rice sells at— . 


Srs. c, 
Horney toe aaa ovr 21-0 
ajpur a jas one 81 4 
Kendrapara toe tee sco 28. 04 PM FaRCe: 
Banki wae - 2 9 


- Hasaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar “37. Slight showers in some thenas. Rainfall merely 


nominal. 


General Summary.—Goneral rain has fallen in Bengal, and scattered showers are 
reported from the east of Bikar and from Orissa and Chota Nagpur. The rain has much 
improved the standing crops and has largely supplied the want of drinking-water. 
Ploughing is in progress, and autumn rice and jute are boing sown. In some districts 
winter rice is also being sown. More rain is generally wanted except in Hast and North 
and parts of Central gal, where there has len plenty for the present. Cattle-disease 
isabating in Patna. It is reported from one thana in Midnapore. The price of common 
rice is said to be on the increase in several districts, especially in those of Central and Eastern 
Bengal. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenue DerarrMenr, M. FINUCANE, 
The 19th May, 1896, Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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1,70,890 1,095,080 


63,920 | 1,783,198 is vee | 1,098,181 
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1,57,010 | 18,604,267 








162,022 | B82) ssid 2,080 | 18,745} 12,175 i) 


617 | 82,827 “ ony eee os 2,604 4 
08 Aa 588 “ 18,979 1 


1S086 | eevee 

















17,608,923 |1,57,610 | 18,67,429 | 1,091,017 95,409 18,462 | 24,66,307 | 14,409,080 | 1,850,625 | 1,07,495 | 1,40,085 27,700 104,093 
24,493,407 lanes 26,88,357 | 212,569 |3,24,769 | 29,001 | $2,54,686 | 22,11,144 | 2,501,173 83,567 182,808 | 19,462) 85,577 





* One maund of paddy is equivalent to 2b seers of rice, f 7 bxcUSIVe of Dags Obtmined by local manufacture, 


IL. 
The Sea-borne Trade of Calcutta in these Staples during the morth of February, 1896, was as follows :— 
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Lc Fea ports, 
1 + ee | 1,664,019 denies 6,122 aie ven annie 
Bi eto 0 | sve | 16,120 | 2,440 876,900 series B | see 
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~ we 
follower by the Trade in the Principal Sta 
Satay ats weet? Fetrasey, (ee. si St 


Imports into Oavcurra. 


Orraneps. 
















SPECIFICATION OF ‘Tea, | Cotton, 
RQUTES, Gunny- Mastard |Indiwn.| raw, raw, 
Rice, 5 bags. Linseed. | “od. 
1 2 8 
Mas. Mas, Mas, . Mds. | Mads. 4 
fiy country bonts os f 80,771 78,166 | 3,846 | 3,53,566| 614.992 | 14,001 7,889 | 838 6,288 
rivgr o 415 63 9,653 |... 5,12,978 2.34 2,745 9,181 | 26,505) 6,007 356 
pe L pale, 2,139,866 | 11,926 1,609,484 | 8,680 | 1,16,387 52,150 | 77,821 | 95,086 6b] 68214] 2148] ...... 
rail {x B, 8. Rail i 24 1,08,310 | 1,526 | 3,600,412 | 946,540 12,530 | 26,585 582 4,684 309 
a Sint hae wee | 88417] 26,000} 808] ane co mm 
M puk eee ‘ 7,700 | cesses 8,834 11} 20,850 











. | 17,608,923 | 1,67,610 | 1,91,017 | 8,95,409 | 12,452 | 14,49,080 | 1,850,626 | 1,07,405 | 1,40,985 | 27,700 | 1,04,008 


83,567 | 1,62,805 | 19,402) 85,577 








The following Statement shows the Values and Quantities of the Principal Staples of Traffic exported Inland from ve) 
~ Calcutta by Rail, Road, River (Oountry-boat and Steamer) and Canal during the month of February, 1896. Nid 


Exrorts From Oatcurta. 











Cotton piece-goods,| Cotton twist. mie | 6 (Cotton piece-goods, tay, 
exported. ] Rar)... | Salt. | sine «| Gunny: ‘Whither exported, ees) rt 
pyre eee jindian. Buro- | tadian. oil, | Paes Boro | indian, f 


2 | 8 4 | 6 | 6 | 7 | 8 | CHora Na@ror. L 5 s le ke 
Hazaribagh ,., ow 36 450 7,381 : 
Mas, . : | 88,47 8 07 ; 








Manbhum =, 1, 
No, | Sioghbhum 


66,008, Total of Chota Nagpur ... 
J 18S] Grand Total of aupplies into 
26.615, the Provinces under the 
18,749) Lieutenant-Governor of 


Ormer PROVINCES. 
Ait0s) North-Western” Provinces 
hth find Qudbi wv 





Central Provinces"). 
Kajputana and Central India 
Berar a ierttdey | TT 
‘g80| Nizam’s ‘Terri! awe 








Grand Total of Ex- ¢ 1896 ... /1, 30,773) 16,898 518 | 5, 2,61, 
ports in February (1806 . 14,358) 22;115 | 30,235 cc 
} 


NV: i | 
‘The Sea-borne Trade of Caloutta in these Staples during the month of February, 1896 

















Total of Interportal Trade... 
wea | gee Grand Total of Im- £1896 .. |1,04,83,792] 2,48,812| 12,467 | 10,756 | 7,409,280] | 83, 
3,02 porta in Febraacy {180.2 fe'sares 615) 102040] s6%o0s.| 9,687 swim 3,57, 
* As per tariff declaration value. 


VI. 
he following Statement shows the several Routes followed by the Trade in the Principat Staples of Traffic exported from — 


Calcutta during the month of Fobruary, 1896. 
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Results of the Meteorological ‘Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
10th to 16th May 1896, 
























































ad § TEMPERATURE, Hyonometry, Winn, 
£ 
=] 
| lg ide | om 
a |< § Z| 3% 3 
FI 8 ie g fie] H 
q 3 E #3 | ie g q i E 5 H z 
y 2 a = 
214/42 \|2*|2* | 2) 3 zlale a y 
1896. ° Inches. e jie ° * ° Inches} ° % Inches. 
, May |10m | 1908) 29 | 29740 709) so4| 122) 742) 772 | 0-901 | 764 | 88 | 8 by W, SSE, and] 71| 0-09 Chiatly cloudy, 0, 
* ‘ _- " variable, le 
® 
~ » | ftte | 1524) 108] 787 | 83-4} 929) 18-9 | 74-0 | 77:8 | +881) 75-4 | 78 | SSE, ESE, and| 56] Nil | Partially cloudy, 
variable, 
» {1th } 1518} 72) 783 | 838} 935) 157 | 77°8| 786] +914) 765} 80 | ESE and SE byS| 88| ,, | Partially cloudy, t, 
a. 
» [18th 1494] 207] 675 | 84-9} 936) 182] 75-4) 788] 910] 76-4|76|SandSW | 188| ,, | Partially cloudy,o, 
om, 
yg ldth [146-9] 103} 643 | 86-7 | 94°60) 16-3 | 78:3 | 81-4 | 1-005) 79-4 g0|sBanassw ...| 159| ,, _| Partially cloudy. 
, [isn }146-7] 92] -617| 887] 95-2) 14-4] 80°8 | 83-0 |1-055| 809 | 78) 8, SSE, and SSW | 167| ,, | Chiefly clear, 
os fou 1484] 89] +685 | 883 | 957] 199} 818 | 820/1-013| 796|76|SandSSW ...| 175], Partially cloudy, 0, 
gs 
. . Inches. 
The mean pressure of the seven days <e eae soe ait 29°683 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office fe aes ‘és ove woe 29°681 
. H 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine See oes bok 60-0 
. Tbe maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ove st 91:9 
° 
& The mean temperature of the seven days oad oes Any 85'1 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
, General’s Office Pe Ses sae eee 00 86:0 
The extreme variation of temperature... pe ee lia 21:7 
The maximum temperature ... des ak aoe ooo 957 
Mil 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour tee ose eo 14 
° 
ia: /. 
By The mean relative humidity ... ee ial ep ote 79 
' } The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
; Suryeyor-General’s Office ose ste Ree eee 73 
Inches, 
. The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th May 1896 ... a Wee 0-09 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ses sue see ove oe 0:96 
The total fall from Ist January to 16th May 1896 ... ooe oss 2:74 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ove see, 6-96 


The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and 
¥, The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering Seunwec tok: 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory. hey are exposed under a thatched’shed open at the sides and are suspended four fect 
above the ground. ; 
The erometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86, 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
© The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
The directions and.the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 
The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


0, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; t, thunder; a, dew, 


* . 
- Merroronocican Orricr, Govt. or Inpia, G. W. Kucuurr, sss 
Caleutta, the 18th May 1896. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India. — 





pesute ot the Barometrical and Thérmometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 10th to 16th May 1896. 
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1496, le . Inches, 

c 874 106 76'8 85°6 730 +860 747 70 Nil 
94-1 19°8 743 86°6 793 “904 62 0-05 
97:1 18°6 785 911 82:2 979 73°6 67 Nil 
97-1 21°3 75°8 91°1 82'4 “991 73:9 67 Nil 
97-5 18-6 "9 926 83°6 1031 802 67 il 
97'2 159 81:3 93°4 843 1055 80:9 67 il 
98°5 167 818 93-1 845 1070 813 69 Nil 


¢ “ Inches 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... ove woe =29°782 
(=) 
The mean temperature of the seven days Ss eos ove 86:9 
The extreme variation of temperature ove ove ve BAD 
‘The maximum temperature ave its aor ve 985 
/ 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days oe eee 68 
Inch, 
s The total fall of rain from 10th to 16th May 1896 on eve 0:05 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude ‘means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
“Mursonovoorcn Orrice, Inp1a, G. W. Konze, 
The 18th May 1896. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
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CIRCULAR AND EASTERN OANALS. 


Approximate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 16th May 1896, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 

























Waex BuDINe | for mae Wersx maine Parcen Ay, THE 
Narons oF Canao. ; 

Number of | Weight of Tollago, amber of weg Tollage. 

No. Rs. 
Rico and paddy ee a 155 1,633 
Jute oo . 7 69 
oo oo 140 962 
Other articles oe oe 778 | 2,46; 915 1,876 

Total 8,52,860 
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Rogeriter te —— 

t2 BAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th May 1896, on 1,699°70 miles open. 













MEncwAnpis AND MINERAL 
TRAFFIC, 





COACHING TRAFFIC. 





bart erie Total earnings. 





























Number of Coach: Weight 
passengers. ae carried, Receipte, 
4 
: \ 4 Rs, 4. P. Mos. 8. Rs, a.P.| Rs, A. P. Rs, a. P. 
traffic for the week ow ene 1,48 2 ° DATO.F18 10 6,75,146 0 0 Wt 4 0 | 10,55, 135,080 
het tnediled leather ws “a 8 oS oe eee 


Or previous 179 weeks of bali 
we | 15,082,565 |+66,14,818 10 0} $6, $4,43,865 20. |$1,29,49,160 6 0 $8,27,617 15 © /1,98,01,801 15 0) 1,400,1283 | 2,481,071} 3,960 109) 


per 
year - ~~ oy 
4 ca | ——————$ | 

Total for 18) wecks os 6,319,660 | 60,76,461 12 0 | 6,69,20,577 30 | 1,86,24,306 6 0) “B,46,514 15 © |2,09,47,283 1 6| 1,550,0652 | 2,617,0518 | 4,167.1) 




















——$————$— | ——— —— 







» COMPARISON, 

ee © ding week) 555 gosy | 3,21,081 6 10| —98,90,853 90 | 803,886 66 16,708 10 8 6,897 22899 

Ly - “ | pet 7 Ta, 

Por mile of railway correspond- TORE 6 1) 8 — 

Ok ead previous year... aves 192 14 5 ue S11 5 5) 10 0 2 74 4 0) aeegee ceene vi 
for corresponding 18 6% 

6,057,622 | 64,17,004 2 3} 6,93,06,302 10 1,45,86,826 18 0) 3,834,223 8 9 |2,19,80,044 8 0) 1,502,226 | 2,590,859 | 4,083,0% 
° 





weeks of previous year oor 


* The inorense is is chiety duo to movements of pilgrims and marriage parties. 


5 ae aM » on accoun’ rence between the approxi and 
i Do. nano Oisand deducted 133} t of differ bet 4) mate audited figures for the week ended ny 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th May 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 









































= wis lS 
MBRCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
* Coacnine TRAFFIC. TRAFFIC. TRAVPIC TRAIN-MILES RU, 
| Otherearnings Total ¥ 
Wccuthey'at ae (estimated). earnings. TA? 
m| 
pamengers. Scipte, Woightcarried.| Receipts. Coaching. Merchan. Sela 
Rs, a. P. Mops. 8. Rs. a, P. Rs. a. P. Ra, a. P 

traffic for the ae ow 22, 5814 6 0 21,619 20 433 20 1300} 6,200 8 0 114 ] 
por mile of railway wc) sss i” 261 8 11 rot 979 094 281.10 0| sean Piney 230 | 
paetions 3 att yf wonks ot half 4 ~~ | 
‘year 461,872 | 91,11,00218 0 | — 42,88,608 20] —+8,547 7 0 $228 0 0| 1,19,8608 4 0] © 20,080 1414 | 21) 
eee ane ee er cea ee ee | er | Re eens een eee eaten eens 

“otal for 18 weoks o 464,311 | 1,16,907 3 0 2,50,318 0 6,980 9 0 M1 0 0 | 12612812 0 21,104 1,488 | 22,08 

_ EE | TT ST | ST ee eee 

* COMPARISON. 
Potal for corresponding week 
Mt rerioes yen, ee 26,6145 6,731 2 6 10,053 30 45510 0 1800 7,10 12 6 1,17 a 118 
a mile of rallway, ‘correspond- ” 
week of previous = i Perey BOB 12 D9] evens _ 270 094 $23 14 0 at poe Sex 
correspondi 
works ri previous year 478,989) | 1,24,879 15 3 2,82,000 10} 10,454 0 8 21612 8 | 1,96,55011 9 21,374 1,554 | 99,028 
® Deducted number of passengers 1,307 and Ts, 400 
x t pol maunds 1,862 and added ” ii Fon sooount of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 2st! 
t a ” Mare le 


un 4 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY, 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 9th May 1896, on 161'40 miles open. 












MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 


Coacnine TRAYPIC, ‘)MaPPIC. TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILBS RUN: 















Conchi: Weight 
recelpta: aa. | 













Rs, A. P. 


26,605 1 0 
164 3 6 


Pica 74 7 0) 116,736 


478179 8 0) 139,821 


i 
Rs, a. P, 


230 0 
079 


Rs, a. P. 


18,906 9 0 
ahoare ae 88 


961,145 |*2,04,174 1 0 


383,005 | 9,12,48010 0 












10,129 


sevens 

































See eatoee 
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20,083 | 16,674.12 6 10a 7 104 
con 103 50 210 4 G 
980,422} | 3,20,511 2 1 





STATE RAILWAY, 
\asdorsaste N.B,, Daca, K.-D., ax rut Bran Sxottons.) rie Bias: 
Gece Return of Trafic and Mileage for the woek ended 9th May 1896, on 813 miles open. Sotto 





wie 


SS 


Coacnine TRarric MupcuanvisE AND MINERAL 




















o 5 | TRAPPIC. Other carnings wane TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
umber of | Coaching |Weightoarried.| Receipts. on: Coaching. | Marahee- | Total, 

o Rs. a.P.| Mos. & Ra, a. P. Rs. a.P.| Re. a. P. se 
eeepc =| oman | eg 3) sea gl msg) ts] ge ss] mee | se ae 


For previous 18 weeks of half- 
yoar® ee ee 3,674,293 | 19,12,581 0 0] 1,34,75,024 0 | 21,429,531 0 0) 271,076 0 0 | 43,26,188°0 0 552,519 534,418 1,086,987 


| a a | rs | aS atten tae A) Fenterres. meted 


Total for 19 weeks =. 8,900,473 | 20,253,211 0 O| 1,41,16,514 0 | 29,42,821 0 0 | 2,75,286 0 0 | 45,43,818 0 0 582,719 562,575 | 1,145,204 























COMPARISON. 
Toth eeioun Fear ge 216,216 | 92,941 0 0 6,40,982 0 14,998 0 0 ° : ss 
per lof railway oan ; 5 ] 40, 1,02,112 0 0 , 2,00,451 0 0 29,889 20,680 | 50,8785 
us year... 206 14 0 0 788 0 120 0 0 100 24 0 0] sess pe) ial 





PrOviOUs YET wr vw vw | 8,885,010 | 10,73,010 0 0| 1,69,14,048 0 | 24,02,404 0 0 | 80,040 0 0 | 47,02,972 0 | 678,952 | u08,127_ | 1,173,470 





* Audited up to 14th March 1896, 
t Excluding steamer earnings, 













BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY, 































































Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 9th May 1896, on 125 miles open. J 
—————————————————— — —S ————— = 
‘ Coacutne TRAPPIC. Manomawpian AND MInaEAL ‘ Peayero Tearn-y avn. 
————— A Total 
Other earnings. 
‘ Woight ; earnings. > 
Heuber ot Coaching Weight Receipts. Coaching. — Total, 
Rs, A. P. Mops. 8. Ra. A.P. Ra, a.P. Rs, a.P. 

"y al 34,350 | 12,810 0 0 43,030 0] 3,790 0 0 500 0} 16,030 0 0 8,500 5,072 
To — traflo for the week ¥ po 103 0 0 389 0 “30 0 0 isis 1330 0) sees eee 
a Eappavious B..wee bhp ssz.2n. | 2,10,080 0 0| 11,20,082 0] 70,254 0 0] 8,008 0 0| 284921 0 0| 64,077 90,833 

Pinar —— _—__ S| SS repRerey 

1 for 10 weeks: * a. 621,551 | 223,620 0 0 11,690,512 0 74,024 0 0 3,148 0 0} 3,01,001 0 0 68,177 » 105,505 

‘Total ceases Snore | <r eene aiceenstacnnanns | + baat reat 
Oompanison, 

el Mics Fear corresponding period 37,008 | 10,413 0 0 80,800 0] 5,431 0 0 n7 0 o| 15,961 0 0 3,46 5,600 
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* Audited up to 14th March 1806. 
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Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 9th May 1896, on 86 miles open, 
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’ Approximate Return of Trafic for the week ending 2nd May 1896, on 756 miles open. 
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WATER-SUPPLY. 


Circular No. 10T.—M., dated Darjeeling, the 22nd May 1896. 
From—H. H. Ristry, Esat, o.1.8., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Municipal Dept., 
To—All Commissioners of Divisions. 
T am directed to forward, ice your rape erty opie of the papers noted * 
9 in the margin, relating to the prevailin scarcit 
aun Apri 1696. 2L.8-G., dated ° drinking water in many districts of Tngil: sf 
Circular No. 28L.8.-G., dated gm to observe that, taken as a whole, the corre- 
ae Ae tothe District Officers spondence goes to show that, although the scarcity 
in the Presidency, Burdwan, has been to some extent exaggerated, there ,can*” 
ae Beet Se be no doubt that large tracts of country may Dae 
Replies from District Officers. years of “unusual drought be in real danger of © 
Circulars on the subject of the visitation by a_ water famine which would cause; # 
regia M, dated 15ih May serious and widespread suffering, if not actual loss 
1896. of life. Such a failure of the supply of em 
water for the daily use of men and animals is in some respects more diffi 
to deal with than a failure of food-crops. When the water-supply breaks 
down, there is no general ing of what is about to happen, such as 1s given, , 
in a case of ordinary famine, by the rise of prices; there is no accumulated 
“stock of water to draw upon; nor, if there were, could it be imported into the 
‘distressed area except on a small scale and at very heavy cost. Apart, more- 
over, from the risk of the water-supply actually failing, it is certain, when. °. 
ever an abnormally dry season occurs, that the people Willy.be driven to use 
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polluted tanks and wells, and that thus epidemics will be started which 
will tend to spread beyond the tract in which they first arose. There will also 
be great mortality among cattle. Even in ordinary years serious evils con- 
stantly result from the want of proper conservation of the existing sources of 
water-supply, and without entering on ‘controverted questions of causati 
there can be little doubt that much of the cholera, dysentery, and malari 
fever that prevails is traceable more or less directly to the use of bad water. 
Owing mainly to want of funds, sections 88 to 90, 118 and 119 of the Local Self- 
Government Act, which purport to deal with this subject, have in practice 
remained virtually a deal letter, and must be pronounced useless in their 
present form. 

2, In order to initiate effective action for the improvement of the~ local 
water-supply, it is clear that the subject must be dealt with in a systematic 
manner, in order that steady progress may be made from year to year towards 
the completion of a definite scheme. With this object the Lieutenant-Governor 

. has ordered the registration of all sources of domestic water-supply so as to 
ascertain and record permanently to what extent () municipalities, and (4) rural 
villages containing more than 100 houses, already possess an adequate supply of 
wholesome drinking water, and what is being done to meet their requirements 
in this respect. It is obvious, however, from the mere statement of the case, 
and without waiting for the statistics which these orders will produce, that the 
task is a heavy one, and that very large expenditure will be required to produce 
an appreciable result. As things stand now, the only sources that can be drawn 
upon for such a purpose are (1) private liberality, (2) loans under the Land 
Improvement Act, (8) funds raised by Union Committees under section 118 of 
the Local Self-Government Act, (4) the Road Cess. These can readily be 
shown, both singly and collectively, to be insufficient to meet the wants of a 
growing populism. Nor can any help be looked for from the income which 
the Boards derive from pounds, ferries, and educational and medical receipts. 
These revenues are expansive only within certain limits, which in most districts 
® have already been reached, and their entire proceeds are absorbed by expendi- 
ture on education, medical aid, and general administrative purposes. 
"3. Intimesnow past the landowners of all grades were active in increasing 
the supply of drinking water, and to them the country owes a large proportion 
of the tanks ‘and wells that exist. But the religious sentiment which inspired 
these works is believed to be weaker than it was; the forced labour by which 
many of them were executed can no longer be had; more ostentatious forms 
of benevolence have come into fashion, which compete seriously with local 
works of charity; and of late the doctrine has been more or Sain explicitly 
put forward that the imposition of the Road Cess has relieved the zamindars 
of their moral and religious obligations in respect of water-supply. This 
doctrine, though unfounded as regards the original object of the cess—for Bengal 
Act X of 1871 makes no mention of water-supply, which appears for the first 
time in Act IX of 1880—will probably in the long run gain ground; and as it 
» spreads, the digging of tanks and wells by private landlords for the use of the 
ublic will tend to decline. A few of the great landholders may be expected, 
in the hope of official recognition, to contribute to the cost of municipal water- 
works ; but as a rule hardly any of them will interest themselves in the small 
and relatively inconspicuous works which rural tracts require. These will be left 
., to the systematized efforts of District and Local Boards and Union Committees 
or of Government acting as zamindar in its own estates; while the aid derived 
weedrom the landlords as a class will be comparatively scanty and occasional. 
4, The diggin of tanks and wells from loans under the Land Imprové- 
“ment Act was referred to, in my Circular of the 2nd April 1896, as a possible 
means of adding to the rural water-supply; but such works are a a mode 
of private expenditure undertaken by people for the improvement of their own 
operty, and only incidentally benefiting the community. An exceptionally 
ry season like the present no doubt tao to en eo diture of this 
kind; but it will be seen from the correspondence on the a that applica- 
‘tions for loans have not been renga! numerous, and it is clear that} whatever 
he ) ma pe etree from this source peer on a small scale and cannot be 
_ taken into account in attempting to estimate the funds available for the purpose 
of providing mito viloge with pure watersoply Hy det Gp nO m2 
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6. Under section 118 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, a Union 
Committee ma, cleanse or ir any public tank, stream, well or drain within 
the Union, and may charge the cost, up to a limit of Rs. 100, to the Union Fund 
or if the Fund be not sufficient, may levy the cost from the residents of the 
Union as if it were chaukidari tax. In paragraph 4 of the Resolution of this 
Government, dated 1st September 1894, on the formation of Union Committees, 
it was observed that ‘this useful provision will make it possible to procure 
funds for what has long been felt to be one of the most crying wants of rural 
Bengal—a pure water-supply for the villages in the interior, which cannot be 
rovided with it under the municipal law.” It seems, however, to have escaped 
notice that the powers of the Committee are restricted to public tanks and wells, 
and of these there are so few in most ordinary villages that in its present form 
the section is, and must continue to be, practically inoperative. . 

6. There remains, as the most natural and legitimate source from which 
the District Boards might be expected to make provision for rural water-supply, 
the balance of the Road Cess levied in the district after payment of the expensed 
of collection. ‘The question of the proper application of the proceeds of the 
Road Cess has recently been brought prominently to the notice of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and has been dealt with in the orders noted in the 

Letter No. 1284L8.@, dated ™argin, in which special reference has been made to 
30th March 1896, to the Com- the necessity of improving the supply of drinking 
missioner of Orissa, Copy annexed. water, ‘These orders, however, though they will 
prevent the diversion of Road Cess Funds to general purposes, such as education 
or medical administration, will go but a small way towards providing the 
Boards with the large sums necessary to enable them to cope with the problem 
of water-supply. Nothing can be more certain than thet the income which 
District Boards derive from the Road Cess, so far from having a surplus for 
other objects, is really insufficient for the purposes for which the cess was 
originally levied—that is to say, as is recited in the preamble to Bengal Act X 
of 1871, “for the construction and maintenance of roads and other means of 
communication.” It is possible that the pressure on the District Fund might 
be relieved to some extent by reducing the mileage of metalled roads; but it is 
doubtful whether this policy, ei rigorously carried out, would enable the 
Boards to divert an appreciable proportion of their cess income to the purpose 
of water-supply ; while on the other hand it must be remembered that the roe 
—* extension of railways in Bengal requires to be met by a corresponding 

evelopment of feeder roads, which must be metalled, and which often follow 
entirely new lines not conforming to the existing system. 

7. After fully considering all that has been written on this branch of the 
subject, the Lieutenant-Governor is satisfied that whatever may be done to 
reduce the present outlay on roads and bridges, the balance of Cess unds avail- 
able for the other purposes specified in section 109 of Bengal Act IX of 1880 
must in the most favourable event be too small to enable District Boards 
within any measurable time to make adequate provision for the water-supply of 
the villages in the interior. Some relief might rhaps be given to the Boards * 
from Provincial revenues by revising the conditions under which certain Pro- 
vincial roads were transferred to local management under the Bengal Acts X of 
1871 and IX of 1880. It has been alleged, in the course of debates in the , 
Legislative Council, that such transfers have been unfairly made so as to throw 
on local funds the burden of maintaining roads which should form a Provincial 
charge, and the subject is now under inquiry. In the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
opinion, however, it is unlikely that this inquiry will result in any material, 
inerease of the available income of the Boards, 

8. A larger proposal, involving a substantial sacrifice of Provincial 
income, is to make over to District Boards all ferry receipts sy those already 
reserved to municipalities. ‘This was eonsidered in 1890 by Sir Steuart Bayley, 
who admitted the justice of the proposal, but was compelled to reject it by 
fmancial considerations. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees in thinking that ferry 
receipts, being derived from local taxation, should -at any rate in theory be 
devoted’ to local purposes, and more specially to the construction and repair 

of roads and bridges. . This was clearly the intention of the third clause of 
section 7 of Regulation VI of 1819, and the case is even stronger now, as most 
of the forrics of which the tolls are credited to Proyineial revenues are 





situated on roads maintained by District The condition of the Pro- 
vincial finances is at present favourable enough to render this concession feasible, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor will be prepared to make it if effect is given to 
the other proposals put forward in this letter. t 

9. While thus expressing his readiness to surrender to District Boards the 
ferry receipts now credited to Provincial revenues, the Lieutenant-Governor 
deems it necessary to declare in the clearest and most positive language that no © 
further alienation of these revenues for local objects, and no material increase of 
the large grant already made to District Boards, can in future be looked for. 

© Proceedings of the Bengal ‘The recent debate* on the Bengal Financial State: 
, Cousicil, 4th April 1896, ment for 1896-97 not only brings out very clearly 

that the demands on Provincial revenues for ordinary administrative purposes 
tend to increase very rapidly, but also indicates the possibility of pressure 
being brought to bear upon the Government to surrender productive sources of 
income in deference to supposed * iow les. At the present time the Bengal 

overnment is being urged to add to the number of unsifs and Subordinate 
Judges, to build new courts and improve existing ones, to provide residences 
for Munsifs in the mufassal, to reconstruct portions of two of the great hospitals 
in Calcutta, and to incur large expenditure on buildings and appliances required 
for the extension of medical and technical education. Under the head of Civil 
Buildings alone the expenditure provided in the current year’s budget for 
original works amounts to Rs. 22,14,700. In addition to this an elaborate 
scheme of roads to serve as feeders to railways is under consideration, and large 
sums are about to be spent on improving communications in the tea-growing 
areas of the Western Duars. ‘These charges, it ma be said, are not 
recurring, though they necessarily involve a substantial addition to the constant 
expenditure on repairs; but in fact the works which are mentioned represent 
only a selection from among a number of projects, all of which deserve consi- 
deration, and to which new schemes are constantly being added. On another 
side, again, a demand is being put forward for a general increase in the 
‘salaries of ministerial officers, on the ground that the prices of food-grains 
have risen since these salaries were fixed. It will be seen from the remarks on 
this subject at pages 180 to 182 of the Council Proceedings already referred 
to, that an increase of 12} per cent., or two annas in the rupee, which is a 
mere fraction of the increase suggested by the Salaries Commission of 1884, 
would involve an addition to the Provincial expenditure of Rs, 3,68,292 a year. 
In the same debate reference was made to the alleged obligations of the Govern- 
ment to reduce the fees charged on the institution of suits in the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court, the growth of the excise revenue was unfavourably 
criticised, and it was suggested that the rates of process fees in all classes 
of courts were too high. The last point has formed the subject of corre- 
spondence with the Government of India, and it has been estimated that if these 
foes were fixed so as merely to cover the cost of the establishments actually 
_ employed, the loss to Provincial révenues would be about four and-a-half | 

In the face of these possibilities of permanently increased expenditure on the’ 
one hand, and of a permanent reduction of income on the other hand, the 
Lieutenant-Governor feels bound to make it perfectly clear that, over and 
above the surrender of the ferry receipts, no er liability can be imposed on 
Provincial revenues in respect of rural water-supply. 

10. Existing resources being thus shown to be inadequate, it is clear 
that other and more productive means of raising funds must be looked -for if 
any real progress is to be made towards the solution of the difficulty of rural 
water-supply. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has accordingly been led to consider 
the comprehensive scheme of local taxation which was drawn up under Sir 
Steuart Bayley’s orders, and was laid before the Government of India early 
in 1890. On that scheme no action was taken, as the Government of India 
po ae with the late Lieutonant-Governor in thinking that it was not then 

visable to undertake legislation for the purpose of imposing fresh taxation in 
Bengal. Since April 1891, when this decision was arrived at, circumstances 
have materially changed. During the last five years a great deal has been 
done in the municipal towns of this Province to promote sanitation and to 
improve the water-supply, and it is believed that the upper and middle classes 
of Native society in now realise in a way they never did before the 
great benefits derived from the use of pure drinking water, and the paramount 
‘ ‘dp 
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necessity of providing the —— of rural villages with some effective 

means of cae funds for the purpose of improving the village water-supply. 
The prevalent feeling of alarm occasioned by the recent scarcity of water, and 
the serious danger which this indicates in the future, are forcibly expressed by 
Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar, c.1.z., ina recently published review of a paper on 
‘Water and Health,” which has appeared in an American Magazine :— 

“The present water famine has not come upon us as a surprise. We were receiving 

® warnings regarding it for some time past when the raivfall was becoming less and less from 

year to year, and our tanks and other reservoirs of water were, in consequence, drying up and 
threatened with complete exhaustion. We heeded not these warnings. We have not 
‘excavated new tanks, we have not even deepened by re-excavation old ones, for the storage 
of whatever rain water we were having. ‘Ihe threatened exhaustion of the chief sources of 
the preoriesin of the villages and most of the towns of Bengal, as an inevitable result, 
has come; and unless prompt measures are taken, it will be impossible to avert the conse- | 
quences of a water-famine, which are far speedier and far more frightful than those of 
food-famine. Already cholera, the offspring of dirty and polluted drinking water, is raging 
with epidemic virulence, and if the present state of things is allowed to continue, the 
mortality from this disease alone will be something which it is appalling to contemplate.” 

11. The suggestions for legislation put forward in 1890 may be summed 
up as follows :— 


I. (a) That a local general rate or cess be imposed on land in the same 
manner as is now done in the case of the Road Cess, the amount 
of the general cess not to exceed one pice in the rupee on the 
annual value of land, and not to be less than one-third of a 

ice, or one pie, in the rupee on such value, 

Provided that the general cess shall not be levied within the area 
of those Unions in which a system of local rating has been im- 

sed on Union Committees. 

(b) That the proceeds of the local general rate or cess shall be devoted 
to general purposes, and especially to the furtherance of sani- 
tation and of primary education. 

Provided that the Lieutenant-Governor shall have power to direct, , 
in regard to any district, that the whole of the proceeds of the 
local general cess at its minimum rate of one pie in the rupee, 
or such proportion as may be determined of this minimum rate 
and not exceeding it, shall be devoted to the furtherance of 

rimary education only. 

(c) That, subject to the maximwn and minimum as aforesaid, the rate 
of the local general cess be fixed by the District Boards. 

* (d) That the proceeds of the local general cess in regard to sanitation 

and primary education be, so far as possible, expended locally. 
Il. That it should be declared that the balance of the District Road Fund 
under the Cess Act, IX (B.C.) of 1880, shall be applied to the 
objects specified in section 109 of that Act, and to no other. 
III. That a permissive power, subject to the approval of Government in 
¥ each case, should be granted to District Boards, on the establish- 
ment of Union Committees, to authorize these Committees 
to assess and collect a local rate upon the residents within the 
Union according to their circumstances and property, the amount 
to be recovered by this rate being fixed by District Boards with 
the sanction of Government; and that the whole of the proceeds 
of this rate, after deducting five per cent. for supervision and 
inspection, should be spent within the Union by the Union 
Committees under the control of the Local Boards, in the fur- 
therance of sanitation and of primary education. 

Provided that the Lieutenant-Governor shall have power to direct 
that, in regard to any Union, such proportion of the local rate 
as he may determine shall be devoted to the furtherance of 
primary education only. ; 

IV. That District Boards should be allowed in their own right to 
establish toll-bars on bridges constructed by them until the 
cost of the bridge, including the capital and interest expended 

~ thereon, as well as the cost of maintenance and of renewal if 

~ necessary, has been recovered, 











12, It will be seen that the chief feature of the scheme was the impo 
of a local general cess on land, to be assessed and collected like the Road 
the proceeds being devoted to general purposes, and especially to the furtherance | 
of sanitation and of primary edugation. ‘This portion of Sir Steuart Bayley’s 
proposals the Lieutenant-Governor would now propose definitely to abandon, 
not only on the ground of the widespread opposition which it would evoke, 
but also because it appears to him inequitable to lay any further burden 
exclusively upon the proprietors of the land in Bengal for the purpose of 
meeting expenditure upon local, as distinguished from Provincial or Imperial 
purposes, which he hopes to be able to provide for by other and less unpopular 
means, A further objection, to which the Lieutenant-Governor attaches 
considerable weight, is that the incidence of the cess, if imposed in the manner 
suggested in 1890, would necessarily be unequal. It was intended that the cess 
should not be levied in localities where Union Committees are organised and 
local rates imposed. It seems to have escaped notice that this system would 
not merely cause great discontent, but would give rise to intolerable complica- 
tions in the assessment and collection of the cess. If such a cess is to be 
imposed at all, it must be universal; it cannot be partial and fluctuating. 
And if universal, its introduction would of necessity defer indefinitely the 
’ introduction of the more promising and equitable scheme of permissive local 
rating. 

13. A second suggestion was to declare by law that the balance of the 
District Road Fund under the Bengal Cess Act, IX of 1880, shall be applied 
to the objects specified in section 109 of that Act, and tono other. This also 
the Lieutenant-Governor is unable to accept, for the following reasons. In the 
first place the object in view has been already attained by the orders contained 
in my letter to the Commissioner of Orissa referred to in paragraph 6 above, 
which has been circulated to.all Commissioners of Divisions in which the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act is in force. Those orders are in effect a 
direction to the Commissioner as to the manner in which he should exercise 
the powers of control over the District Board budgets, conferred upon him by 
section 48 of the Act; and in this way they rest upon a strictly legal basis. 
Secondly, a formal alteration of the law in the manner suggested in the Memo- 
randum would entail the keeping of a separate account for Road Cess receipts, a 

rocedure which would cause caitenstis inconvenience, and would in practice 

ead to complicated adjustments and tend to restrict the employment of 
the District Engineer and his subordinates by the Boards on general admin- 
istrative purposes. Thirdly, the proposed charge would conflict with the 

rinciple laid down in 1890, that in time of serious scarcity itis the duty of th 
Pada to direct their whole resources, subject only to the maintenance o 
absolutely necessary works in non-affected tracts, to aifording relief. It would 
absolutely debar the District Boards from spending any portion of their income 
from Road Cess on the purposes set forth in clauses (2) and (3) of section 99 of 
the Local Self-Government Act, and it would be capable of being construed 
as equally precluding expenditure on roads, tanks, and similar public works 
started merely for the relief of distress. It may be added that the liability thus’ 
imposed upon the Boards in respect of famine relief corresponds to the obli- 
gation laid upon the Provincial Government by the Government of India, and 
as such is a matter of Imperial concern. 

14, A third proposal put forward in 1890 was to introduce a system of 
permissive local rating by Union Committees for the furtherance of sanitation 
and primary education within the limits of the Union. Sir Steuart Bayley 
then expressed a decided aginst that it wasonly by such a scheme that real 
Local Self-Government could eventually be established in Bengal; that if tried 
in selected districts its success would justify its extension; and that in course 
of time local rating would spread to considerable tracts of country and in the 
end obviate the necessity of imposing a general cess on land. He proposed, 
. .. however, that in the first instance the two systems should work side by side, 

_but that the general cess should not be tevied Chere local rating was in force. 
~~ 15, It seems to Sir Alexander Mackenzie that the weak point of the entire 
_ scheme of 1890 was the attempt to introduce at the same time and for the same 
purposes two distinct methods of taxation, one of which was intended gradually 
te displace the other, If the outcry that would be caused by imposing & 
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is to be inourred at all, it should surely be in on ate 
- grounds and for a substantial return in the form of a permanent h pipes ot the 
incomes of the District Boards: not for a tax the proceeds of which would ‘in 
the nature of things tend to diminish and eventually to disa, altogether, 
F : ip SS reps d ppear altogether, 
and which would in any case provoke criticism by its uneven incidence as 
between localities where Union Committees have been introduced and those 
where they have not. Moreover, as the extension of local rating was made 
‘ dependent upon the initiative of District Boards, and every such extension 
would necessarily have reduced the yield ef the general cess administered b 
them, it seems doubtful whether any real progress would ever have been made 
in the organization of Union Committees equipped with powers of taxation. 

_ 16. If, however, the scheme of permissive local rating is allowed to stand 
by itself without being hampered and discredited by the odium attaching to 
the imposition of a general cess, the Lieutenant-Governor believes not only 
that there wall be no serious difficulty in extending it wherever Union Com- 
mittees are constituted, but that a modified form of it may be introduced into 
all villages of a certain size, whether situated in Board districts or in districts 
to which the Local Self-Government Act has not yet been extended. The 
provisions necessary to legulise this action are contained in sections 36, 44, 
56, 57, 104—119, 119A—1191, 130, 138, and 134 of the annexed draft amend- 
ment of the Local Self-Government Act, Instead of taking these sections in 
order, it will be convenient first to explain the object and scope of the grow 
of sections numbered 104 to 119, which will take the place of Part lL, 
Chapter III of the present Act, dealing with the duties intl powers of Union 
Committees. 

17. Sections 104 and 104A‘are intended in the first place to remove a 
technical difficulty which has arisen from the confused parentage of the sections 
of the Local Self-Government Act which deal with the powers of Union Com- 
mittees. The obvious intention of certain sections is that there shall be a chain 
of delegation, and that the District Boards shall delegate, if they think proper, 
certain powers to Local Boards, who shall in their turn bestow such of them 
as they think fit upon Union Committees. On the other-hand, there are some 
sections which appear to give to Union Committees independent powers either 
absolutely or subject to rules to be mdde by the Local Government, Sections 
108, 109, 112, 114, and 115 are instances in point. Moreover, the working of 
Chapter IIT of Part III is complicated by the fact that in many districts it has 
been found unadvisable to entrust to Local Boards the administration of primary 
education and sanitation, while nowhere do they deal with the registration of 
births and deaths ; and thus, if section 104 be literally construed, it would appear 
that wherever Local Boards have not taken these matters ander their direct 
control and administration, they devolve upon Union Committees. In order, 
therefore, to place the law on an intelligible basis, and at the same time to 
enable the District Boards either to deal direct with Union Committees or to 
delegate their powers wholly or partially to Local Boards, section 104 has been 
amended so as to place Union Committees directly under the District Board, 
and section 104A iis been added so as to enable the District Board, where it 
thinks fit, to delegate its powers of control to a Local Board. 

18. Sections 105 to 117 repeat the provisions of the present law either un- 
changed or with such modifications as are rendered necessary by draft sections 
104 and 104A. In section 114 further change has been introduced. In its 

nt form it requires every Union Committee to provide for the registration 
of births and deaths, and to submit such returns as the Local Board may direct. 
But the registration of births and deaths is not, and never has been, under the 
Local Board, and consequently if section 104 be strictly interpreted, section 
114 would unconditionally impose upon Union Committees the duty of regis- 
tering births and deuths. In fact, however, registration of both births and 
deaths is carried out by the police under the control of the Rapeceie and there 
is no intention of transferring the work to the District or Local Boards, In 
1892 it was found necessary to relieve municipalities of this duty, as most of 
them were quite incapable of conducting it properly ; and there is no reason 

to suppose that District or Local Boards would do much better. Bengal Act 
IV of 1873, which provides:for the i paoing Bheruarr yr of births and deaths. 
ut should this hereafter be found 









« 


= 


~ 980 






desitable, the District Magistrate, and not the District or Local rd, ‘would 
be the we ling authority. For these reasons section 114 has been altered so 
as to provide that a Union Committee shall register births and deaths only if 
required to do so by the District Magistrate—an occasion whichis most unlikely 
to arise. 

19. Section 118 deals with the powers of a Union Committee in respect of 
water-supply, and is intended to take the place of section 118 of the present Act, 
which, as has been explained, is too limited in its scope to be of any practical 
use. The new section is based upon séctions 51 of the English Public Health Act, 
1875, and 8 of the Local Government Act, 1894. 1ts most important provision 
is clause (iii), the object of which is to enable the Union Committee to utilise for 
public purposes any source of water-supply, whether public or private, within 
the Union, provided that they do not interfere with the exercise of certain 
specified rights, The rights so specified—fishing, irrigation, and the exclusive 
use of tanks resorted to by the female members of a household—are understood 
to be those to which the proprietors of tanks in Bengal attach most importance, 
and it is hoped that if these are expressly reserved, the powers given to Union 
Committees of utilising private sources of water may meet with general accept- 
ance. The measure is no doubt a strong one, and goes beyond section 8 (e) 
of the Local Government Act, 1894, in so far as it restricts the saving of private 
rights to certain specified cases. Experience, however, has shown that owners 
of tanks in the mufassal are frequently deterred from placing them at the 
disposal of local authorities, by the fear that they will thus lose valuable fishin 
rights, and the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that in practice this clause will 
render it possible for Union Committees to order the reservation of private tanks 


’ for drinking purposes without interfering with rights of fishing and irrigation. 


The concluding words of this cluuse have reference to zanana tanks, in respect 
of which no public rights can be exercised. Such tanks are usually more or 
less enclosed, and it is unlikely that any Union Committe would wish to 
interfere with them except in pursuance of a private quarrel. Sub-section (2) 
of section 118 reproduces section 119 of the existing Act with the changes 
mecessary to adapt it to the new section 118, 
20. Section 118A is based upon section 5 of Act XIX of 1889, the Central 
Provinces Village Sanitation Act, modified in the following respects :— 
(1) The proceeds of the tax may be applied to all the purposes of 
Chapter III, except village roads, which should be paid for by 
a grant from the Road Cess income at the disposal of the 
District Board. ' 
(2) The character of the tax is defined and its amount limited as in 
section 85 (a) of the Bengal Municipal Act, instead of leaving 
the limit to be fixed by rule. 
(3) The sanction of the Commissioner of the Division is substituted for 
that of the Local Government. 

21. Sections 118B, 118C, and 118D.—The first of these is based on section 
6 of the Central Provinces Act,-already referred to, and gives the Local Govern- 
ment power to make rules for dealing with the Union Fund, for regulating con- 
servancy, and for defining and punishing nuisances. These powers will, it is 
understood, cover whatever provisions may be necessary to prevent the pollution 
of the village water-supply. Sub-section (8) of section 118B enables the Union 
Committee to realize arrears of the tax as if they were arrears of chaukidari tax 
under Bengal Act V1 of 1870. This procedure is simpler than that prescribed 
in section 6 (8) of the Central Provinces Act; it is one with which the rural 
population are already familiar, and its adoption will facilitate the transfer of 
the powers of chaukidari panchayats to Union Committees, should this measure 
hereafter be found advisable, Sections 118C and 118D are based upon sections 
46A and 46B of Bengal Act V1 of 1870, and provide for the not improbable 
maa, wail of the Union Committee being unwilling to take the trouble and 
incur the odium of collecting the tax themselves. ; 

22. Chapter ILIA, comprising sections 119—119H, deals with the sanitation 
of villages not inciuded in Unions, and is intended to be applicable net 
only to Board districts, but also to the districts of the Chota Nagpur Division 
and Jalpuiguri, Darjeeling and the Sonthal Parganas, where the Local 
Self-Government Act is not in force. The entire i ap has been drafted on 








i f the Cer Provinces Nallage Sanitation with such alterati 
bata “sry to t it to the condition ohiics lp ae 
section 119B, which is modelled on section 4 of the Central Provinces Act, the 
maintenance of roads has been omitted from the purposes for which a tax is 
to be imposed, because in Bengal village roads are aieaay a charge on the 
Road Cess. In section 119C, corresponding to section 5 of the Central Proy- 
inces Act, the maximum limit of the tax has been fixed by law instead of 
being left to be determined by rule, and the assessment has been made subject 
to the sanction of the Commissioner of the Division. Sections 119D, 119E, and 
119F correspond to sections 118B, 118C, and 118D, the object of which has 
already been explained, 

23. Sections 36, 44, 66, 57, 130, 133, and 134 merely introduce into the 
corresponding sections of the present Act the alterations which are rendered 
necessary by the provisions of the new Chapters III and IITA. : 

24. It will be observed that the scheme of permissive local rating now 
put forward differs from that proposed by Sir Steuart Bayley in the following 

St 

(a) the power of taxation is conferred on Union Committees as such, and 

is not made dependent first on the authorization of the District 
Board, and then on the sanction of Government ; 

(d) the amount to be raised by taxation is to be fixed by the Union 
Committee subject to the control of the Commissioner of the 
Division, instead of being fixed by the District Board with the 
sanction of Government ; 

(c) no deduction is proposed for supervision and inspection ; 

(@) a maximum limit is fixed for each assessee ; ; 

(e) the proceeds of the tax may be applied to all purposes included in 
Chapter III, with the exception of village roads, and their 
application is not restricted to sanitation and primary educa- 
tion ; 

(7) the’ powers of Union Committees in respect of water-supply are 
materially extended; - 

(9) the present scheme is more comprehensive in that it provides for 
the water-supply and sanitation of villages in Board districts 
which are not included in Unions, and also of villages in 
districts to which the Local Self-Government Act has not been 
extended. 

25. The fourth suggestion was that District Boards should be allowed in 
their own right to establish toll-bars on bridges constructed by them, until the 
cost of the bridge, including the capital and interest expended thereon, as well 
as the cost of maintenance and of renewal if necessary, has been recovered. 
Tolls on roads and bridges are leviable on roads made or repaired at the 

se of Government under Act VIII of 1851, which is still in force; and 
under this Act toll gates were formerly established ip most districts on local 
and district roads. ‘The receipts appear to have reached their highest figure 
in 1870-71, when they amounted to Rs, 92,189. At this time the Road 
Gess Act of 1871 was passed, and it was the frequently declared policy of Sir 
George Campbell that as this Act came into force the existing system of tolls 
stiodld be abolished, This policy was slowly given effect to, for the Road 
Cess Committees generally murmured against it, and as recently as 1877-78 the 
receipts from tolls in Bengal amounted to Rs, 62,237. In 1879-80 all tolls on 
roads and bridges were abolished under the orders of Sir Ashley Eden, on the 
ground that “toll-bars were a great hindrance to trade and traffic, and, 
managed as they must be, were sure to produce much extortion, oppression, and 
fraud.” In Bombay and Madras the law allows tolls to be levied by the 
District Boards on both roads and bridges, and the net revenue of the Madras 
Boards from this source amounts to more than six lakhs of rupees. From a 
financial point of view, therefore, the reimposition of tolls would be likely to 

ield a considerable revenue to the Boards in Bengal. Sir Steuart Bay ey, 
fomvten: was not prepared to reverse a policy which had been deliberately 
followed for many years. He considered the arguments against the proposal 
too strong to be resisted, and held that the reimposition of tolls on roads or 
bridges as a source of revenue, and not merely for the recovery of the cost of. 
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construction, would be a aac, Soe and obstruétive totrade, While 
holding, however, that tolls on ¥ could in no case be justified, Her thou 
that there were no similar Objections to the proposal that District Boards 
should be empowered to levy tolls on a bridge erected in place of a pce It. 
sooms, however, to the Lieutenant-Governor that in the discussions of 1890 the 
case against the imposition of tolls as a source of revenue was stated in too 
abstract and general a form, and that insufficient weight was given’ to the 
practical argument in favour of such a measure, that the people would rather 
pay tolls than be saddled with an additional local rate to be collected with the 
rent. As Mr. Wace pointed out in 189, ‘one recommendation of the toll to 
the raiyat will be that it hits the paniya harder than the Road Cess does. 
The baniya, of course, will try to pass it on, but of this the raiyat will be 
unaware; and even if he should fecl it, he will feel it less than another turn 
of the tahsildar’s screw.” A similar opinion, which may probably be taken 
as representative, was expressed by Mr. Ashutosh Gupta, then Officiating 
Collector of Jessore, who observed: —“ The entire cost of constructing roads 
and bridges is borne by the agricultural classes, while the commercial 
classes, who profit most by the opening up and maintenance of communica- 
tions, contribute nothing. It is only fair that the trader should contribute 
a portion of the District Fund.” As regards risk of oppression, Mr. Wace 
argued that there was less at a toll-bar on dry land than at a ferry. “The 
ferryman sitting in his boat, six yards from shore, is much more likely 
to dictate his own terms and levy excessive toll than the man at a bar, and 
1 maintain that the levy of excessive tolls is even now rare.” 

26. There appear to be three forms in which the power to levy tolls might 
be conferred upon District Boards, with or without the antecedent sanction of 
Government ; thus :— 

(1) Tolls may be levied on roads and bridges, without restriction as to 
the recovery of initial cost, on the system sanctioned by Madras 
Act V of 1884. 

(2) Tolls may be levied on roads and bridges, until the initial cost has 
been replaced, as is contemplated by sections 158—172 of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, IIT of 1884, : 

(3) Tolls may be levied on bridges only until the cost of construction, 
maintenance, and renewal has been recovered with interest, as 
proposed in head IV of Sir S, Bayley’s scheme as summarised in 
paragraph 11 of this letter. 


The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that reasonable grounds exist for adopting 
the second of these ‘methods, and for allowing the levy of tolls to continue 
until the Board have recovered the initial cost of constructing the bridge 
or road, and the capitalised value of the estimated cost of maintenance and of 
renewal in the case of bridges required to be periodically renewed, together 
with interest on such expenditure. ‘The necessary provisions are contained in 
sections 86A to 86K on the draft annexed, which are based upon-sections 158 to 
170 of the Bengal Municipal Act, and, like those, require the previous sanction 
_ of the Local Government in each case. Section 138(U/) supplements these by 
conferring on the-Local Govenment power to prescribe the mode of ascertaining 
the capitalised value of maintenance and of determining what class of bridges 
requires periodical renewal. 

27, The proposals discussed in the foregoing paragraphs would, in the 
Lieutenunt-Governor’s opinion, be sufficient in themselves to place the question of 
local taxation inthe rural portions of Bengal on a sound and permanent footing, 
and to provide both District Boards and Union Committees with a fairly progres- 
sive income for expenditure on local purposes. As, however, the entire schemeis 
‘of a permissive character, it seems desirable to leave as much latitude as possible 
to local authorities, and to give them the power to vary their modes of taxation 
in accordance with special conditions, subject of course to the sanction of 
Government in each case. In this view, I am to mention the three following 
taxes, power to impose which might, if opinions are favourable to them, be 
émbodied in the amendment of the Local Self-Government Act which is now 
before a Select Committee of the Bengal Council. gaa 

98, Fees on musical processions which have been sanctioned by the police, 
have been levied for the last thirty years hy the Municipal Commissioners of 
Patna, and in 1894-95 such fees amounted to Rs, 1,589, Similar fees were 

‘ ; 
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ay Seite sai eth pain Re. a.r, leviedin 1890 by the Dinapore Ni 
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Pippen fos st wae Se ‘| canada ning & 6 Municipality on the ea sted in the» 
pened! eh, a “ 4 o 0 Margin; byt this practice was disconti- 
Over a» 5 0 © nued in 1892, under the orders of the 
Commissioner of Patna, who, however, recommended, with reference to the 
Bill to amend the Municipal Act, which was then before the Legislative Council, 
that a provision should be introduced legalising the general imposition of such 
fees by Municipal Commissioners. Towards the end of 1893, Mr. Forbes’s 
proposal was referred for consideration to the Select Committee on the Bill, but 
they expressed no opinion on the subject, and the matter seems to have been 
overlooked. It has since been suggested that the opportunity of the Act 
being now under amendment might properly be taken to introduce a section 
empowering Municipal Commissioners to levy fees on musical processions 
sanctioned by the police, in accordance with a scale to be approved by the 
Commissioner of the Division. In my letter No. 31.—M. of the 28th April 
last, circulating for opinion the draft Bill to amend the Municipal Act, which 
was. introduced into Council on the llth April, this proposal has been 
referred to, and District Officers, Municipal Commissioners, and public bodies 
have been asked for an expression of opinion on the subject. So far as the 
Lieutenant-Governor has been able to ascertain at present, native feeling is 
decidedly in favour of an impost of this kind, and it is believed that such 
fees would be paid without a murmur, if Union Committees were invested 
with the powers which it is proposed to confer upon municipalities. The 
proceeds no doubt would be small in any given place, but the possible sources 
of income available to a Union Committee are so few that, in the Lieutenant- 
Governor's opinion, it would be unwise to reject any means of adding to them 
that is likely to meet with popular acceptance. 
29. Marriage taxz—A further suggestion of a somewhat similar type is to 

ermit Union Committees to levy atax on marriages celebrated within the Union 
in proportion to the expenditure incurred, and in accordance with a scale to be 
fixed by them with the approval of the Commissioner of the Division, The 
Licutenant-Governor is aware that as a measure of Imperial taxation the imposi- 


* 


» tion of a tax upon marriages has been discussed and rejected on the ground that 
“it would not yield much revenue unless assessed and collected in such a way as 


to reach the poorest classes in the country; and that, if so collected, it would 
be extremely unpopular. It may be doubted, however, whether these objec- 
tions, the force of which His Honour fully admits, are at all applicable to a 
marriage tax as a mode of permissive local taxation introduced, assessed, and 
collected by a rural representative body, and expended by them for the benefit 
of the community which they represent. In favour of such a tax, so adminis- 
tered, it may be urged that something practically indistinguishable from it 
already exists in the form of the so-called subscription or chdnddé which is levied 
in most villages on the occasion of all domestic ceremonies which involve 
any kind of entertainment, including not only marriage but also annaprdsana, 
the giving of the first rice, and upanayana, the investing of a boy of the 
higher caste with a sacred thread, In the hands of a committee of villagers 
intimately acquainted with the circumstances of every assessee, the proceeds 
of a marriage tax would probably be quite large enough to form a substantial ® 
addition to the income of the Union; the expenditure which it would affect 
is purely luxurious ; and the control of the Commissioner, to. whom the scale 
of fees would be submitted for approval, would be a sufficient guarantee against 
any unreasonable exaction. Finally, it is quite possible, as has been observed 
in previous discussions on the subject, that the levy of such a tax may be found 
in practice to appeal to the popular instinct of display, and that the official 
receipt showing that a particular person has paid the tax ou @ certain outlay as 
stated by himself or appraised by the Committee, may come to be regarded in 
popular estimation as evidence that the individual has discharged a social 
sblgation with suitable pomp and circumstance. The tax may thus not only 
swell the income available for village purposes, but may also indirectly tend to 
bring about a reduction of wasteful expenditure. I am to add that in 1889 a 
proposal that the District Board should be authorised to levy a tax on marmages 
ithin thé*district was brought forward, in connexion with the scheme of local 


‘taxation then under consideration by Babu Ram Chandra Mukharji, Govern- 


ment Pleader of Nadia, and Vice-Chairman of the District Board, who wrote 


as follows on the subject:— People spen 


ct fund on such happy occasions. It was, and still is, the practice in 
this country to contribute a certain amount to village pathsalas on the occasion 


eof inarriages, and we, the village people, invariably levy a certain amount of 


‘® The exceptionally dry weather which now prevails 


money from the bridegroom’s party whenever a marriage takes place. The 
amount is now-a-days paid as a gift, and it depends entirely on the option of 
the kartté of the bridegroom’s party and his circumstances. * * pt conts 
In my opinion, in all marriages in which the expenditure is below Rs. 50, the 
rate of contribution ought to be four annas, and in all other cases the rate 
should be the same as prescribed by Article 13 of Act I of 1879, preseribing 
‘value of stamps for bonds.” 

30. Wheel tax.—A third suggestion, which seems to the Lieutenant- 
Governor to deserve consideration, is the proposal to sanction the levy of a 
wheel tax in the form of a yearly or half-yearly fee for the registration of carts. 
Such a tax could of course only be levied in districts where tolls were not 
introduced, and there would be some difficulty in dealing with carts which only 
occasionally ply for hire. On the other hand, it may be urged— 

(a) that it would be popular with the District Boards, and that public 
opinion would generally be in favour of it on the ground that 


country carts with their narrow tires and heavy loads damage 


the roads more than any other form of traffic; 

(2) that in many of the drier districts a substitute is needed for tolls, 
which can so easily be avoided that it would not pay a District 
Board to establish them on roads, while even on bridges they 
would only be effective during a part of the year; 

(c) that such a tax is levied in municipalities and regarded as an impor- 
tant source of income, and that its adoption by District Boards 
would put an end to the difficulties of assessing the tax fairly, 
which are referred to at length in paragraph 25 of the Resolu- 
tion on the working of municipalities during 1894-95; 

(d) that the opportunities for extortion, and the expenses of collect 


in 
the tax, would be reduced to a minimum, as a gratuity could, 


only be exacted once or twice a yeur when the cart was regis- 
tered, and when onee the system of registration had been fully 
introduced, the tax would practically collect itself, as the carters 
would take care to renew their tickets periodically ; 

(¢) that if the tax fell solely on the owners of carts, they could well afford 
to pay it; while on the other hand, if its burden were shifted to 
the producer or consumer of the goods carted, neither of them 
eae be aware of its incidence, 

31. Inconclusion, I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor is so impressed 
with the necessity of substantially increasing the resources of District Boards 
and Union Committees in Bengal, and thus enabling them to promote village 
sanitation and water-supply, that he considers it essential that the present oppor- 
tunity of introducing a comprehénsive measure of permissive Toon taxation 
should not be allowed to pass without pressing the soar to a decisive issue. 

t as brought home to the 
population of Bengal the serious danger to health which arises from an inadequate 
and impure supply of drinking water, Neither Government nor the District 

can hope, with the resources at their disposal, to reconstruct the sanita 
arrangements or to reform the water-supply of the villages in rural Dangad. 

That task must be left to the people themselves; but given suitable machinery 

such as the legislation now proposed would call into existence, the Lieutenant- 

Governor is not without hope that the village authorities, taught by the 

experience of the last few months, will be ready to make effectual use ob their 


‘powers, and thus to bring about within a reasonable time a sensible improvement 


m the material conditions of rural existence in Bengal, 
32, Iam accordingly to request that the Lieutenant-Governor may be 
favoured with an expression of your opinion, and of that of the District 
* Rajshahi — Officers and District Boards* of your Pivision, in 
District Boards and Road order that, if possible, the requisite” provisions, 


ut : <u! ‘somewhat in the form of th d 
it cork lame Road vob ef the vee 


i be embodied in the amendment of the Local 
aang ae pt “< now under consideration, and 
passed into law during next cold weather. Your report should reach this office 
not later than the first week of August. + - : : Bags & 






ding hundreds’ and thousands on 
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Bengal Act III of 1885, section 86, modified. 


. Ditto, section 44, modified. 
Ww... 
Ditto, section 56, slightly altered. 
“* 
we Ditto, __—eection 57, altered, 
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Further amendments of the Local Self-Government 
Act suggested with the object of enabling District 
Boards to increase their resources by levying tolls 
on certain roads and bridges, of extending the 
powers of Union Committees and placing them 
more directly under the District Boards, of 
empowring Union Committecs to impose locat 
rates for water-supply and other purposes, and 
of enabling villages not included in any union to 
levy similar rates for water-supply and sanitation. 


36. Every Union Committee may, from time 
to time, determine and appoint the establishment 
to be employed by it, and may fix the salaries to 
be paid to such establishment. 

rovided that no appointment, the monthh 
salary of which amounts to Ks. 10 or more, shall 
be created without the consent of the District or 
Local Board to which the Union Committee 
creating such appointment is subordinate. * 

44. Any Union Committee may, from time to 
time, with the consent of the District or Local 
Board, as the case may be, to which it is subor- 
dinate, as hereinafter provided, join with any 
other Union Committee or Committees in consti- 
tuting out of their respective bodies a Joint 
Union Committee for any purpose in which they 
are jointly interested, and in delegating to any 
such Joint-Oommittee any power which might 
be exercised by either or any of the Union Com- 
mittees, and may from time to time frame rules 
as to the proceedings of any such Joint-Com- 
mittee and as to the conduct of correspondence 
relating to the purpose for which the Joint Union 
Committee is constituted. 

Tt shall be lawful for the District or Local 
Board, as the case may be, to associate not more 
than two of its members with any Joint Union 
Committee constituted under this section. 

66. Thero shall be formed for each union a 
fund to be called the “Union Fund,” ond there 
shall be placed to the credit thereof— 

(1) all sums accruing within the union 
under the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871; 

(2) all_ sums assigned — thereto by the 
Licutenant-Governor or the District 
or Local Board, whether as a contri- 
bution towards the cost of making 
village rouds or otherwise ; 

(8) all sums received by the Union Com+ 
mittee under section 118A. 

The Union Fund shall be vested in the Union 
Committee, and the balance standing to the 
credit of thé Fund shall be kept in such custody 
as the Lieutenant-Governor from time to time 


directs. 

57. Tho Union Fundshall be applicable to the 

following objects and in the following order :-— 
(1) to the payment of establishments 
emplo: by 
— this Act’; : \* 
(2) to the 3 yment‘of the expenses incurred . 
by the Union Committee in respect of 


the duties im and powers con- 
ferred, upon it under Part ILI of this 


Act, and of any- ‘that ‘may 
be incurred through its default in 
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carrying out any of such duties. 
Provided that the total amount which 
any Union Committee may nd 
on account of the pi of Chap- 
ter III, other than the construction 
and repair of village roads, shall not 
exceed the sum received by them 
under section 118A, 
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86A. It shall be lawful for the District Board, Bengal Act II! of 1884, section 158, modified with reference 
District Board may with the sanction of the © Madras Act V of 1884, sections 57 (si) and 96. 
establish toll-bar. Local Government, to estab- 
lish a toll-bar and levy tolls on any bridge or 
metalled road, or at any place within the district 
adjacent to such bridge or metalled road, at which 
tolls may conveniently be levied on vehicles or 
animals passing over such bridge or road; and the 
net oe of the said tolls shall be credited to 
the District Fund, and applied to the purposes 
specified in sections 78 and 1. 
Provided that no such toll-bar shall be estab- 
lished, or tolls levied, otherwise than for the 
purpose of recovering the expenses incurred in 
constructing such bridge or road, and the capi- 
talized value of the estimated cost of maintenance, 
and of renewal in the case of bridges requiring 
to be periodical!y renewed, together with interest 
on such expenses as hereinafter provided. 


86B. Whenever a a shall have been Ditto, section 159, modified. 
; . . established and tolls shall 
tnd expenses, be, ofeal. be levied, as provided in the 
bare. last preceding section, the 
District Board shall, at the end of each year, - 
publish, by causing it to be posted up at ‘their , 
office, an abstract account showing— ; 


(1) the amount of ex incurred in the 
construction of such bridge or road ; 

(2) the amount of interest which has accrued 
due thereon, at the rate of six per 


centum ; 

(3) the capitalised value of the estimated 
- cost of maintenance and renewal ; 

(4) the amount which has been received 
from the profits of the said toll-bar 
since its establishment. : 


And as soon as such expenses, interest and 
capitalised value shall have been recovered, as 
aforesaid, such toll-bar shall be removed, and tolls 
shall no longer be levied on such bridge or road. 


860. When it has been determined that tolls Ditto, 
Rates of tolls to be shall be levied on any such 

established and published. Jyyj or road, the District 

Board shall make and publish an order, with the 

sanction of the Commissioner of the Division, 

specifying the rates at which such tolls shall be 

levied. Such rates may, from time to time, be 

varied with the like sanction. 


86D. Any Collector or lessee of tolls may re- 


section 160, modified, 


Baise fuse to allow any person to ite, ‘ection 161, modified. 
lemoe in cane of roftedl Gy PASS through yd district 
pay toll toll bar until © proper 
, toll has been paid. 
86E. Whoever, having driven any vehicle or Ditto, section 162, 


‘ animal (not exempted from 
* Penalty for refusing to toll) through a toll 

Sete PP retanos to tr tn et 
eu? or, with intent to evade 
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Bengal Act III of 1884, section 163, modified. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditte, 


section 164, modified. 


section 165, modified. 


section 166, modified. 


section 167, modified, 


section 168, modified. 


payment: of the toll, fraudulently avoids i 
through such toll-gate, shall og liable par 
not exceeding fifty rupoes. 

86D. If the toll due on any vehicle or animal 

it Ohioe cl Gece is not paid on demand, 
of toll, vehicle, do wang the person authorized to 
be seized and sold. collect the same may seize 
such vehicle or animal or any part of its burden 
of sufficient value to defray the toll, and shall 
give poupetiate notice of such seizure to the 


After such seizure, the District Board shall 
forthwith issue a notice in writing, that after the 
expiration of 10 days they will sell the property 
seized by auction at such place as they may state 
in the notice ; and if any toll, together with the 
cost arising from such seizure and custody, remain 
undischarged for 10 days after the issue of such 
notice, the District Board may sell the property 
seized, for discharge of the toll and of all expenses 
occasioned by such non-payment, seizure, custody 
and sale. Tue surplus sale proceeds (if any) shall 
be credited to the District d, and may be paid 
on demand to any person who establishes his right 
to the satisfaction of the District Board, or in a 
Court of competent jurisdiction. 

Provided that if, at any time before the ealehas , 
been concluded, the person whose property has 
been seized shall tender to the District Board, or 
to the otticer appointed by them to sell the pro- 
perty, the amount of all the expenses incurred 
and of the toll payable, the District Board shall 
forthwith release the property seized. 

Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
section, the surplus of the sale proceeds of: any 
property seized under this section may be devoted 
to the payment of any _ imposed under Rx 
last ing section, and any property whi 
has apes under this hese i may be sold 
for the realization of any such fino, 

86E. The District a a ge a lease 

F of any toll-bar for any 
A AG period not exceeding three 


ears. 
r 86F. A table of tolls, legibly written in the 
Table of tolls to be vernacular of the district, 
hung up. shall be hung up in some 
conspicuous position near every district toll-bar, 
sopesodudigoms bil peek required to 
pay the toll. 
86G. Whoever, being a toll collector, or 
lessee of a district toll-bar, 
ae neglects to hang up a tablo_ 
of tolls as required by the last provedin g section, 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, 
and to a further fine not exceeding ten rupees 
for each day during which the offence is conti- 


- nued after he has been required by a notice in 


writing to desist from such offence. 
86H. The District nenees or Co eee of 
ition in respect any district toll-bar, ma: 
eon compound with any ren 
fer a certain’sum to be paid by such person for 
himself, or for any vehicles or animals kept by 
him in lieu of the ordinary toll payable. * 
861. No tolls shall be paia for the passage of 
troops on the march, or of, 
Roemer. animals or vehicles employed 
in the transport of such troops; or of military 
or Government stores or the in charge 
of them ; or of mili or Police officers or of 
any public or District Board officer on duty, or 


RUT RE a Le Fe AETET TTS 





ae 


998 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 27, 





ee, 2 
1896. 


git 


ae oi | 
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of any n in their custody, or of any pro- 

: onging to them or in their oustody, or of 
any vehicle or animal employed by such persons 
for the transport of such property ; 

or of conservancy carts or other yehicles or 
animals belonging to the Distriot Board, or of the 
persons in charge of them ; 

or of any animals, whether belonging to 
Government — otherwise, which are — ed to a 
regiment or military de tment, and which pass 
through a toll-bar. iad the District Board or 
their lessees shall not be bound to allow any 
person or thing not specified above to pass a toll- 
gate without payment of the prescribed toll, 

But the District Board may exempt any other 
class of persons or things from payment of the 
said toll; and in granting a lease of any toll-bar 
may stipulate that any servants and property of 
the District Board and any other persons or 
things shall be allowed to pass without payment 
of the toll. 

863. In all cases of resistance to the person 
authorized to collect tolls, 
police officers shall assist 
when required, and for that purpose shall have 
the same powers as they have in the exercise of 
their ordinary police duties. 

86K. Whoever, being authorized under this 

Penalty for taking un- Act to collect tolls, demands 
suthorised tolls. or takes any higher tolls 
than the tolls authorized under this Act, shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and 
in default of payment to one month’s imprison- 
ment. 


Police officers to assist. 


- 


OHAPTER III. 


Dvrres anp Powers or Union Commirrnzs. 


104. A Union Vomapitive as nr agent of, and 
: subject to the control of, the 
aUition Committes te >? District Board shall within 
Board. the Union have the control 
and administration of, and be responsible for, all 
matters specified in this chapter, except such of 
those matters as the District Board may think fit 
to take under its direct control and administra- 
tion. . 
104A. (1) The te ame — - —_ 
Delegiti istrict Board uni 6 last 
pics Board Sina preceding section may, with 
the sanction of the Commis- 
sioner, be delegated to the. Local Board having 
jurisdiction. 

(2) In re to, powers or functions delegated 
to it under this section, every Local. Board ‘shall 
have the same, authority as the District Board, 
‘and the delegation shall continue until revoked 

the “District Board with the sanction of the 


’ i er. . 

105... Every. Union cegates seal, aabees 

annual e District 

Palen pee attinates Board, on or before such 

aggounts, to District date as the District Board 

—» TR may appoint an estimate 

of the probable expenditure of the Committee for 

the. e1 financial year, and an account of its 

a , submil . t u} er reports 

hich the District Board may from time to time 
require. * 


Bengal Act III of 1884, section 1 9, 


Ditto, section 170. 


Bengal Act IIT of 1885, section 104, modified, 


Bengal Act III of 1885, section 105, modified. 






Bengal Act III of 1885, section 108, modified. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 
’ 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 





section 107, modified. 


section 108. 


section 109. 


section 110, modified. 


section 111. 


seotion 112, 


section 113, 


section 114, modified. 








— = —— 
SS « ani ia oe one Spt 
yi 1 RS at at aC 


106. A Union Committee shall not incur 
Limits on expenditure © sea, or undertake 
of Union Committee, liabilities, ‘to any amount 
. sere the limit imposed by the District 


107. Every Union Committee shall within 

SaaS Senda dont ieee 
send sc je of roads 0! ma ij ‘Orw: 
Dit Seat to such District Board o 
schedule of all village roads within the union. 
Such schedule shall state the length and width 
of the roads, the number, description and dimen- 
sions of bridges, and such other particulars as 
the District Board may require. 

108. All village noo within & unions oe 
* vi e stones or other materi 
enter oalecllad Ui thereof, and also all erec- 
istration of Union om- tions, materials, implements 

; and other things provided 

for such roads, shall be placed under the control 
and administration of the Union Committee. 

109. A Union Committee shall, so far as the 

Maintenance and repair wbion fund permits, from 
of village roads, time to time cause the 
village roads to be maintained and repaired, and 


may do all things necessary for such purpose, and 
may— 


(a) lay out and make new village roads ; 

(2) build and construct new bridges; 

(c) turn, divert, discontinue or stop up any 
village road; and 

(d) widen, open, enlarge, or otherwise im- 
prove any such road, 


110. The District — may, lt the con- 

ois sent of a Union Committee, 
Bory yarn re A ee delegate to such Committee 
Porton of lasts rues the management of so much 
i ae ae of any road under_ the 
management of the District Board or of a Local 
Board as may be situated within such Union, and 
such Union Committee shall thereupon do all poy # 
necessary for the maintenance and repair of the 
portion of road so assigned to it, and shall be 
responsible to the District Board in that behalf. 


111. Every Union Committee shall exercise 


Powers of Union Com- such powers in regard to 


mittee in respect of the establishment, mainte- 
pounds, nance, and menage of 
pounds, as may be transferred to it by order 

notified under Act XVIII of 1883. 
112. Subject to any rules made by the Lieute- 
Pelcacs schools nant-Governor under t 
ae, : Aot, every Union Committee 


shall be charged with, and be responsible for. the 
maintenance and management of all pri 


schools within the Union, the appointment (sub- 


his 4) 


ject to’section 86) of the gurus of such schools, » 


‘and tho transmission to such gurus of any 
oe granted by the District or Tupoat 


113. Subject to any rules made by the 


eutenant-Governor under 
aR this Act, a Union Com- 
mittee may, with its own consent, be charged 
with, and made responsible for, the maintenance, _ 
management, and visiting of any 


within the Union. wi iy 
114. A Union Committee shall, if 
: Duet 


TE ie Hvar 
wate _ registration of births 


£ 








ss Sa 


deaths within the Union, and shall submit such 


returns as the Magistrate may direct. _ ; 
115, Every Union roan os _— 
asfar as possible, for the 
i sanitation of the Union, 
and shall make special arrangemen's for the sa- 
nitation of fairs and melas. 
116. All drains and other conservancy works 


Drains and other con. Within the Union, which 
servancy’ works under are not under the control of 
control of Union Com- any other authority, shall be 


under the control of the 
Union Vommittee. 
117. The Distriet ee may, sige the con- 
sent of a Union Committes, 
Mageremnontaos ot Socks delegate to such Committee 
GomPrevement toUnion the execution of any work 
of sanitation, drainage or 
water-supply affecting the union. 
118. (1) A Union Committee may provide the 
Union or any part thereof 


Joreeppn erect of with a supply of water 


water-supply, 

proper and sufficient for 
public and private purposes, and for those pur- , 
poses or any of them may— 


(i) construct, repair and maintain tanks or 
wells, clear out streams or water- 
courses, and do any other necessary 


acts; and 
(ii) with the sanction of the District Board, 
purchase or acquire by lease any tank, 
well, stream, or water-course, or right 
to take or convey water, within or 
without the Union; and 
(iii) utilise, cleanse or repair any tank, well, 
stream, or water-course within the 
Union, and provide facilities for 
obtaining water therefrom, but so as 
not to interfere with the rights of any 
person in respect of fishing, irrigation 
or the exclusive use of such water by 
the female members of a household; 
(iv) deal with any tank, well, pool, ditch, 


2 , or place containing, or used for 
¥ the collection of, any drainage, filth, 
i stagnant water, or matter likely to be 


prejudicial to health, by draining, 
cleansing, or otherwise preventing it 
from being prejudicial to health, but 
sO = not to interfere with any private 
right ; 

(v) contract with any person for a supply of 
water. 


(2) Any public tank, well, stream or water- 
course, which the Union Committee may construct, 

ir or maintain under sub-section (1), clause 

_ (i, or purchase or acquire by lease r sub- 
jon (1), clause (ii), shall remain under the 

be and administration of the Union Com- 
dd ; and the Union Committee may, by an 
(\ order duly published in the village or villages in 
which such tank, well, stream or water-course 
is situated, set apart the same, or, subject to the 
provisions of sub-section (1), clause (iii), any 
other tank, well, stream or water-course within 
the Union, for the supply of water for drinking 


118A. (1) The sum annually required for the 


* purposes of this ter, 
ten EN sO sani 
and repair roads, vided, as 

- far as may be, ya grant from the Distriot 


». : ¥7 


Bengal Act II] of 1885, section 115, 


Ditto, section 116, 


section 117, modified, 


Ditto, 


Based on section 51 of the English Public Health Act, 1875, 
and section 8 of the Englich Local Government Act, 1894, 


Bengal Act IL of 1885, section 119, modified. 


Act XIX of 1880, section 5, modified 








Act XVIII of 1889, section 6, modified. 


Benge] Act VI of 1870, section 464. 


Ditto, section 46B. 


Act XIX of 1889, section 2 









Board, and the balance, if any, shall be raised 
by the Union Committee by a tax upon eta 
coupying houses and lands within the Tapa 
with reference to their circumstances and perty 
within the Union, provided that the amount assess- 
ed upon any person under this section shall not, 
be more than eighty-four rupees perannum. 

(2) An assessment shall not be vali until it 
has been sanctioned by the Commissioner of the 
Division. 

Powers of Local Gov- * 118B. (1) The Local Gov- 
ernment to make rules, ernment shall make rules— 

(2) regulating the assessment, realization, ” 
safe custody, and application of the 
Union Fund, and the publication and 
auditing of the accounts thereof ; 

(2) regulating the union conservancy and 
defining and prohibiting public nui- 
sances; and 

(¢) generally, for giving effect to the pur- 
poses of this chapter. 

(2) The Local Government may, in making 
such rules, direct that the breach of any provision 
thereof shall be punished with fine Which may 
extend to ten rupees, , : 

(8) Arrears of taxes imposed under this chapter 
may, subject to the rules, if any, made under this 
section, be realized by the Union Committee as 
arrears under Part I of Bengal Act VI of 1870. 

118C, Tho District Board may at any time, 
on the application of the Union Committee or of 
its own motion if, in its opinion, the collection of 
the tax is badly carried out, or the conservancy 
or water-supply of the Union is neglected, pil 
a tahsildar to assist the Committee in collectin 
the tax ;and such a tahsildar shall exercise all 
the powers vested in the Union Committee for 
the collection of the said tax; and the District 
Board shall, on a like application, and it may of 
its own motion, revoke such appointment. 

118D. Every tahsildar appointed under the 
last foregoing section shall ‘ remunerated at 
such rate and in such manner as the District 
Board may, from time to time, with the sanction 
of the Commissioner of the Division, preseribe ; 
and such remuneration shall be a charge upon 
the Union Fund. 

Provided that one tahsildar may, in the discre- 


* tion of the District Board, be appointed for more 


than one union. 


CHAPTER TTA. 


Sanitation oF Vir.AcEs NoT INCLUDED IN 
Unions, 


119. (1) When the sanitary condition of a 


village containing not less 
Conditions under which 

the provisions of this than one hun ‘ bite J 
mr ee bo extended houses, and not i nded.in 
iNigiaia any Union, is, in” the * 


opinion of the Magistrate or te te syore 
sioner of the district in which the village is situate, 
such as to be injurious to the health of the inha- 
bitants, he may, by an order in writing, published 
in_ such manner as the Local Government may by 
rule prescribe, declare that the village is in an 
ou Se te 


Soar ak state, 
(2) Adter the publication of the order, the Local © 
Government may— 
(a) on the sean of ten or more inhabi- 
tants of the vi ) OF 






eg ; piece) ty TROT Tee a a 
eee ae Witoee Be ag 
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ication is made within 


(b) if no such ap 

; three months after the date of the 
i 8 publication of the order, on the appli- 
; cation of the Magistrate or Deputy 


Commissioner, 


* 

om 
§ lige 8 jon in the Calcutta Gazette extend to 

si i the provisions of this chapter from 
s pao specified in the noti ition. alae tet age 
pie 1J9A. In every village to which this chapter erate 


Hy is extended a panchayat 

_ Bleotion of village pan- shall be formed, consisting 

snide of such number of repre- 

sentatives of the inhabitants, not being less than 

four, as the Local Goverament may by rule pre- 

scribe, who shall be chosen by election from 

among tho inhabitants of the village. 
119B. The panchayat shall, subject to the Ditto, section 4, modified. 
Powers of the pancha- approval of the Magistrate 

yat. or Deputy Commissioner, 

determine the sum which is annually required for 

the following purposes :— 


(a) the frees Gee and conservancy of 
e village ; 


* 


(}) the provision and maintenance of a sup- 
ly of wholesome water for the inha- 
itants of the village and their cattle. 


1190, (1) The sum pcre be neces- Ditto, section 5, modified. 
sary under the last fore- 
io. . zee id going section shall be raised 
panchayat by a tax upon persons occupy- 
ing house and lands srithin the village, with 
Te: to their circumstances and property 
within the village, provided that the amount 
assessed upon any person under this section shall 
not be more than forty-eight rupees per annum. 
(2) An assessment shall not be valid until it 
has beon sanctioned by the Commissioner of the 
Division. ; 
Powars of Loot! Gor.  1L9D. (1) Tho Local Go- Ditto, section 6, 
ernment tomake rules,  yernment shall makerules— 


(a) defining the limits of villages for the 
s of this chapter ; 

~(2) regulating the mode o: election and the 
proceedings of the panchayats, the 
term of office of the members of a 
panchayat, and the circumstances 
under which, and the authority by 
whom, they may be removed ; 

(c) regulating the assessment, realization, safe, 
meen $ and spplication of the tax, 
and the auditing of the accounts 


thereof ; 

* (d) regulating the village conservancy, and 
a defining ond prohibiting public nui- 
ae atl, ape i ffect to the 

ine : , for giving e - 
eee ‘of this chapter. ak 
es: "© The Local Government may, in making 
bs rules, direct that the breach of an \vi- 
x sion thereof shall be punished with fine which may 





Deputy Commis-~ Bengal Act VI of 1870, section 46A, 
the application of 
any village, or of his own 






‘ 
; 
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Bengal Act VI of 1870, section 463. 


Act XIX of 1889 section 7, modified, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditte, 


section 8, modified, 


soction 130, modified, 


section 133, modified. 


i 





ion if, in his opinion, the collection of the 
tax om | carried out or the conservancy or 
water-supply of the village is neglected, appoint 
a tahsildar to assist. the nchayat in collecting 
the tax ; and such tahsifdar shall exercise all the 
powers vested in the Pratharat for the collection 
of the said tax; and the Magistrate or Deputy 
Commissioner shall, on a like application, and he 
may of hisown motion, revoke such appointment. 
119F. Every tahsildar appointed under the 
last foregoing ‘section shall be remunerated gt). 
such rate and in such manner as the Magistrate ~ 
or Deputy Commissioner ma , from time to time, 
with the sanction of the Guntaliene of the 
Division, prescribe; and such remuneration shall 
be levied from those who have failed to pay the 
tax in the same manner and in the same propor- 
tion as the tax. 

Provided that one tabsildar may, in the dis- 
cretion of the Magistrate or Deputy Commis- 
sioner, be appointed for more than one village. 

1194. ‘The Local | Government may direct 

: that the provisions of this 

eee Oniee, chapter shall cease to have 
operation in any village from a date to be fixed 
by the Government, and may make over 
any moneys in the hands of the panchayat to 
the District Board or Union Committee having 
authority under the Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act, 1885, or. if that Act is not in force in 
the district, to the District Road Committee. 

119H. While the Lae of the coeviee 

‘doatoin ity ore in force in any village, 
of District ‘aa took the authority of the District 
Board. or Board under the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 1885, shall 
be suspended in respect of all matters made over 
to the panchayat. 

130. All powers conferred upon Commis- 
comers and dation of wee and page of 

ommissioner an: istricts in re to Dis- 
Fitea “to Be aoe trigt Bourda” bs sections 
and Local Board. 124 and 126, shall be ex- 
ercised in respect of a Local Board by the 
District. Board, and in respect of a Union Com- 
mittee by the District Board or by the Local 
Board to which the powers and functions of the 
District Board have been delegated under section 
104A to the extent of such delegaticn. 

When a Local Board makes any order under 
this section it shall forthwith submit to the Dis- 
trict Board a copy of the order with a statement 
of its reasons for making it, and with any expla- 
nation which the Union Committee concerned may 
wish to offer. The District Board may there- 
upon confirm, modify or rescind the order. 

When a District Board makes any order under 
this section it shall forthwith submit to the 
Magistrate of the district, for submission to the 
Commissioner, a copy of the order, with a state- 
ment of its reasons for making it, and with any 
explanation which the Local Board may wialitaig " 
offer, If the Commissioner ie dissatisfied with *. 
the order, he may report the matter to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, who may thereupon confirm, 

ify or rescind the order. 

133. If a dispute arises between two or moro 
Disputos between two Union Committees within 

Union Commit. the area under the authority 
be referred to of a Local Board, empower- 
Peet ed under section 104A to 
ispose of the subject-matter of the dispute, the 

shall be referred to the Local Board, and 


7 


H 





decision of such Local Board wpon the matter 
xo referred shall be final and bitding. —_ 

» 134, If a dispute arises between two or more Act XIX of 1880,section 184, modified. 

{tapes betivecn two Union Commitrees within ’ 

ot mote Union Commit. the aréasunder the authority 

Fels asad alee. of different Local Boards, 

oe at erent to District the matter shall be referred 

Board when Local Boards to the District Board, and 


rise the decision of such District 
Board, upon the matter so referred, shall be final 
and binding. 


*""488(11) Presetibing the mode of ascertaining New. 
the capitalized value of the estimated cost of 
riaintenance of roads and bridges, and determin- 


‘ing what class of bridges requires periodical 
renewal with reference to section 86B, ® 





Circular No. 227.8.-G., dated Calcutta, the 2nd April 1896. 
From—H. H. Ristxy, Esa., 0.1.8., Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Municipal Dept., 


To—All Commissioners of Divisions. 

J am directed to request that the special attention of District Boards in 
your division may be drawn to the following extract from the Resolution on the 
working of the District Boards in Bengal during 1894-95 :— 

“Tn order, however, to secure that something, however little, should be done every year, 
it seoms {o His Honour that every District Hoard might properly set apart at least the sum of 
Rs. 5,000 a year for the improvement of water-supply to be spent either in the digging or 
improvement of wells, or in the excavation or restoration of tanks to be reserved for drinking 
purposes only. The amount suggested is rather more than double the amount actually spent 
during the past year; but it is very small when compared with the urgency of the want and 
the extent of the area to be sotved. ‘The Boards will doubtless find means of making the 
money go as far as possible by enlisting the aid of voluntary Committees, as is done in 
Noakhah, or by distributing their allotments in the form of small grants-in-aid of village 
funds, as is suggested by the Commissioner of the Presidency Division.” 

2, Complaints have reached Government that, owing to the unusual dryness 
of the season, the ordinary sources of water-supply in several districts are 
becoming exltausted or reduced ; that people have to go long distances to fetch 
drinking water ; and that the use of polluted tanks and wells is likely to lead to 
outbreaks of epidemic disease. Iam accordingly to request that the District 
Boards in your division may be urged to take at once such action as may be 
possible to relieve the existing distress. What that action should be will depend 
toa great extent on the nature of the soil and the sources from which the 
ofdinary supply of drinking water is derived. Where the soil is loose and 
sandy, itis believed that use may with advantage be made of Norton’s tube-wells, 
which have been found to work well in several districts of Bengal, and have 
yielded specially satisfactory results at Saidpur. These wells can be procured at 

ices varying from Rs, 87-8to Rs. 47-8, according to the length of piping, from 
Monta: . Leslie and Company, 2, Chowringhee Road, Calcutta, who under- 
take to send two workmen to sink the wells, and to make no extra charge for 
the uso of the coax: 2 aureniiety provided it is returned in good condition. 
Ini laterite and elay soils tube-wells cannot be sunk, nor is it advisable to resort 
to them in districtsnear the-sea, where the water is brackish, In all such places 
it will be for the District Boards to consider what measures, if any, can be 
adopted at once with the ‘object of increasing the available water-supply or 
guarding against its pollution. Where tanks have dried up, water might some- 
tines be got by ‘sinking wells in the beds of the tanks, Where wells are failing, 
it it sometimes useful to run galleries out from the bottom so as to increase the 
area of infiltration. 
* 8. In connection with this subject, I am also to invite your attention to 
section4 of the Land: Improvement Loans Act of 1883, and i request that it 
may be made widely known in all the districts of your division that loans will 
be readily given under'the rules in force to individuals or to bodies of villagers 
Dinding themselves jointly and severally under section 9 of the Act for the 
construction of wells, tanks and other works for the storage, su) ly or distri- 
bution of water for the use of men and cattle employed in agriculture. 





Cir. No. 281.8.-G., dated Caleutta, the 11th April 1896. fe 
From—H. H. Ristey, Esa., 0.1.2.5 . to the Govt. of : i ‘ 
To—Adl Commissioners of Divisions. ip a 

Ix continuation of my Circular No. 22L.8.-G., dated the 2nd April 1896, 
on the subject of the present scarcity of drinking-water in man Tithe of 
Bengal, I am directed to request that you and all District and Subdivisional 
Officers will endeavour by all means in your power to bring home to the lan’ ed 
classes, and to the people generally, the fact that the utmost the District Boards 
can do to augment the available suppl of drinking-water can only produce a 
very trifling effect in comparison wit the requirements of the rural Ja- 
tion. Scarcity of drinking-water is @ calamity which affects more or ess all 
classes of the community, and every one should therefore do something accord- 
ing to his means to supply this want. Landowners and other wealthy persons 
can fulfil what has always been regarded in India as a religious obligation by 
digging new tanks or wells, deepening and cleansing old ones, and, above all, 
by surrendering their private rights in respect of water-sup ly in favour of the 
District Boards, and thus jencuite it possible for these Wotton to exercise the 

wers conferred on them by sebtighs 88 and 90 of the Bengal Local Self- 

overnment Act of 1885, of repairing and maintaining wells and tanks and 
reserving them for the supply of water for drinking. On the other hand, 
cultivators and labourers, who habitually work with their hands on their own 
or other people's land, may do usoful work by repairing and excavating village 
tanks and wells, and while thus labouring for the good of the community, the 
may fairly claim to be aided with supplies of food by members of the middle 
dass, who should contribute according to their means. If means can be found 
of starting and organisin voluntary action of this kind, more may be done in 
year than the District oard even with the aid of Government could do in a 
generation. 

2, The question of water-su ly in municipalities is one of less difficul 
than in rural areas, but in the nailer towns scarcity of water is complained of, 
Here again the owners of tanks and wells can do much to help the people by 
waiving their rights of private property in favour of the Commissioners, and thus 
enabling them to set apart such sources for the supply of drinking water 
under section 199 of the Municipal Act. Action may also be taken by the 

Commissioners of their own motion to prohibit the use of bad water under 
séction 199A, and to require the owners or ocenpiers of land to cleanse 
unwholesome wells, tanks or water-courses under section 200. 





No. 1284L8.-G., dated Calcutta, the 80th March 1896. 


From—H. H. Ristey, Esa., c.1.8., Seoy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Municipal Dept., 
Yo—The Uommissioner of the Orissa Division. 


I aw directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 32T., dated 
the 17th January 1896, with which you submit copies of correspondence which 
passed between your predecessor and-the Director of Public. Instruction, » 
on tho subject of the educational allotment of the District Board of Balasore 
for the year 1895-96. You give reasons for peas from Mr. Cooke on this 
subject, and you go on to recommend that in this and other districts, where the 
Local Self-Government Act is in force, formal recognition should be accorded 
to the principle-“ that the proceeds of the road cess should be spent on roads, 
bridges, and water channels only, and that education and medical charity 
should be supported from other sources of income.” In order to give effect 
to this principle, you propose that a separate account should be kept of the 
income derived by the Boards from road cess and of the expenditure incurred 
by them on the roads. 

9, In reply, I am to point out that your letter discloses some misappre- 
hension of the legal aspects of the question which you raise. The Proclama- 
tion relating to the expenditure of the road cess, which was issued under 
Sir George Campbell’s’ orders in 1878, had reference mainly to section 90 of 
Bengal Act X of 1871. It stated in r language that the funds raised 
under that Act would be spent within the district on the local roads, canals, 





:Z 





and rivers, and would not be diverted to any other purpose. It gave, however, 
no pledge that the law would never be changed, and in fact, seven rae later, _ 
a material change was introduced. By section 109 of Bengal Act IX of 1880, — 
the objects on which road cess funds might be spent were substantially 
' , 80 as to include the payment of leave allowances, gratuities or pensions, 
the Planting of trees by the roadside, the improvement of the supply of 

ing water, and the provision or improvement of drainage. At the same 
time the limitation to objects within the district, on which stress was laid in the 
Proclamation of 1873, was expressly extended, so as to enable the District Road 
Committee to construct, take charge of, or contribute towards any means and 
appliances for facilitating communication within the district, or between the 
district and adjacent districts. 

3. The Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 effected a further 
change. The second schedule of that Act, read with section 2, remodelled 
section 109 of Bengal Act IX of 1880. Nearly the whole of the first clause, 
making the cost of collection and valuation and the indemnification of the 
Collector a first charge on the District Road Fund, was re-enacted, and 
the rest of the section was replaced by a provision laying down that “the 
balance, after payment of suc expenses, shall be credited to the District Fund 
of the district.”” Section 53 defined the application of the District Fund, and 
the fifth clause of this section made the fund applicable to “the payment of 
expenses incurred by the District Board in the performance of the duties ispppeed 
by this Act.” In other words, while the Cess Act of 1880 had authorised the 
poperuttuto of road cess on pensions, water-supply, and drainage, the Local 
Self-Government Act of 1885 made a further departure from the principles of 
the Act of 1871, merged the road cess in the District Fund, and added pounds, 
education, medical relief, sanitation, vaccination, famine relief, the destruction 
of noxious animals, fairs, and agricultural exhibitions to the list of objects to 
which the fund might be applied From that time forward the income of the 
District Board, from whatever sources derived, has been one fund and may 
legally be spent on an purpose provided for in the Act. 

4. The view of the law, which is explained at length above, is that 
which has been taken by the Government: on various references which 
have been made from time to time on the subject. It is a mistake to suppose that 
the orders issued in 1888, settling the educational expenditure of different districts 
and allotting grants from Provincial Tevenues, contemplated any separation of 
road cess funds from the general incomes of the Boards. The form in which 
those orders were passed was determined by considerations of financial con- 
venience, and has no bearing on the general question now raised by you. At 
the same time, although under the law the istrict Boards, subject to the 
direction of the Commissioner, possess ample discretion as to the purposes upon 
which they may spend the District Fund, the Lieutenant-Governor consi ers 
that, on grounds of expediency and quite apart from any legal obligation, it is 
desirable as a general rule that an amount approximately equivalent to the 


; crane of the road ess should be devoted to the objects which the Legislature 


in view when Bengal Act IX of 1880 was passed. Special attention is 
urgently called for at present to the improvement of the supply of drinking 
water. Under section 48 of the Local Self-Government Act the’ Commissioner 
can exercise full control over the District Board budget, and it is for him to seo 


that effect is given to the principle laid down so far as the ial conditions 
and needs of the district sittie g ait 








No. 2185M.—The 26th May 1896.—The following rts scarcity 
of water are published for general information. “a. gene 


H. H. Ristxy, 
Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 





No. 881G., dated Burdwan, the 14th May 1896. 
From—. Fisuer, Esa., Offg. Magistrate and Oollector of Burdwan, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 
In continuation of my No. 801G., dated the 7th instant, I have the honour 
to agp as follows. 

- General rain has fallen throughout the district which has enabled the 
cultivators to commence plowing and preparing their lands, The neighbourin 
districts to the west must also have had good rain, as both the Damudar an 
the Ajai now contain a good head of water. 

3. Kalna reports the following rainfall during the week :— 


8th o4e « 62 inch. 
oth ai eee 
llth ..» 198 inches. 


_ Jt will be remembered that I have already reported over 7 inches of rain 
from Kalua during the last fortnight. There is sufficient water now through- 
out that subdivision, and the Subdivisional Officer asks to be allowed to dis- 
continue his weekly report. 

4, Katwa has only had +19 inch since my last report, but good rain fell 
during the previous week. Water has collected in a large number of the 
tanks; inconvenience is now felt in only a few villages and actual scarcity in 
none. The Subdivisional Officer speaks of the Ajai river as being “flooded”. 
I do not think that further reports are necessary. 

5. Raniganj reports a further shower on the 7th, which brings the total 
rainfall of Raniganj itself up to ‘74 for this month, but the rain has been 
heavier in other parts of the subdivision, and the Damudar river is now 
rit aay to be “ comparatively full”. ‘The water in the wells is also reported 
to have greatly improved lately, and is now ample and wholesome. Gopalpur 
is the only place where inconvenience is now being felt for want of water. 
As I'reported in paragraph 7 of my report dated Ist May 1596, there is 
arge tank outside the village whence plenty of water may be obtainea. I 
‘do not consider that any more reports need be submitted now from Raniganj. 

6. In Burdwan we had a good fall measuring *98 inch last’ Sunday morn- 

‘dng. ‘Lhere area number of large tanks in the Sadar subdivision which have 
not dried up this and there has never been the same inconvenience here as 
was felt last month in Kalna and Katwa. “The Damudar, the Banka, the Ajai, 
and the Khareah rivers are now running strong, as is also the Eden Canal. 
T wont to see the Eden Canal this morning, and find that there is now such a 
good head of water that I am asking the Assistant Engineer in charge to open 
Bothe bf the sluice gates in the upper reaches of the canal by which a consider- 
able number of scan be filled up. At present Hooghly district is getting 
all the water that passes down the canal. 

7. In reply to the enquiries of the Divisional Commissioner, I am report- 

“ing that Ido not think these weekly reports are any longer necessary. 

8 Applications for loans continue to be received in large numbers ; since 
“the Ist April I have disbursed Rs. 4,400, and orders have been passedfor t he 
payment of Rs. 3,740 on the appearance of the parties. Nearly all these 
advances are for re-excava'ing tanks. 135 applications are pending for loans 
to the extent of Rs. 48,000 approximately, T'here is no doubt that the majo- 
rity of these petitions will have to be rejected on the ground of insufficient 
security, but I have asked for an additional grant, and the Commissioner 
informs me that he has asked the Board of Revenue to sanction an extra allot- 


ment of Rs. 10,000. + 
oo 9. The enclosed statements show the progress that has been made in the 


various works now in hand. 


, 


Number of works. 


20 oO UH URN - 


Subdivision. 





Thana. 


. | Kalna ee 


Ketugram ... 


‘| Purbasthali... 
. | Chatnee 


Ditto 


. | Satgachia ... 


Mangalkote... 


.|Ausgram ,,, 


«| Sahibganj ... 


.|Budbud =... 


. | Mangalkote... 


a Ausgram 


Mangalkote... 
Ditto 


oo 


«| Badbud —... 
-| Kakea © 
»|Ausgram .., 
.| Sahibganj ... 


.|Budbud __,., 


. | Satgachia .., 





Name of 
village. 


Boiragitola ae 


Sumdragarh 


Memari 


Mallickpara... 


Eral 


Sushandighi 
Mathvrapur 


Agradip 


Mallickpur .., 
Ktachanda .., 


Adra 


.| Panaghar ... 


Dharapara ... 


Kulchanda 


Negone 
Korohae 


| 


Nature of 
work, 
ee 
. | Tank ae 
Well one 
Do. 
Do. ang 
Do, (kutcha) 
Do. do. 
Well oe 
Clearing and 
repairing an 
old well en 
tirely filled 
Seccndary will 
. | Secon we) 
at bottom of 
an ad well 
now - 
Well 7 ory 
Do. om 
Do, ~ 
Do. oe 
Do. ~ 
‘Po. ~: 
Tank oer 


Amount of estimate. 


328 §3 


323 
323 


3 


° 
| 


nt out of al- 


Approximate amount 
to be 5; 


pe 


lotmentof the current 


year 186-97. 





718 


160 


300 
160 


823 


328 
823 


277 


Excavated 31 feet ; no water yet. 

No progress since last report. 

Kxeavated 2 feet; well curb being 
fitted. : 

Excavated 25 feet; masonry work 
progressing. 

Excavated 20 feet, 


Excavated 38 feet ; water percolating 
from the sides and bottom; rings 
being fitted. 

Excavated 36 feet ; masonry built to 
ground well, a 

Completed. 


Completed. 


Excavated 19 feet. 

Kxeavated 14 feet; earth sli in 
from the sides and pro- 
gress; it has since been removed. 

Excavated 80 feet ; no water yet. 

¥xcavated 47 feet ; no water yet. 

Excavated 26 feet; masonry being built. , 

Hxcavated 18 feet; bricks being 


carted. 
Excavated 9 feet; bricks being carted. 
Exeavated 12 feet; bricks being 
carted, 
Excavated 86 feet; no water 
oo well is being widened to 
‘eet. 


Excavated 18 feet; water being | 
continually baled out to keep the — 
bottom dry. ] 


i 
Baling ont the water to deepen it. 


Hantvas Pau, District Engineer. 


©. Fisner, Offg. Collector and Magistrate. 





B. 


"Statement of old wells along the Grand Trunk Road which are being cleared for the benefit of 
travellers and villagers. 


1 
eee 
; 
$5.4 
6 
7 







Remagks. 


71st mile ... | Filled up with bricks and | Completed. 
pots; very little water; 
unfit for use, 
86th mile, Galsi ehutty .../ An unfinished well with| Ditto. 
little water; portion ‘ 
— and portion puo- 
96th mile, Budbud bunga- | Old well Ditto. 
ow. 
98th mile . | Old well filled up entirely | Ditto. 
with bricks and earth. 
100th mile | Old weil with little water Ditto. 
unfit for use. 
106th mile, Rajband bun- | Old well Ditto 
galow. 
ui mile, Gopalpur chut-| Ditto ses ++ | Ditto. 
Tito ditto ...| Ditto Ditto. 
118th mile Ditto - ae Ditto. 
119th mile, Mohonpur bun- Ditto ie roe Ditto. 
alow. 
126th mile Ditto aes eee Ditto. ¢ 
182nd mile, Bogra chutty Ditto oe or Ditto. 
Ditto ditto ...| Ditto ave «| Ditto. 
Ditto ditto ...| Ditto sie ees Suspended, as the zamin- 
rode 8s agent claims that 
long to the 
Ditto ditto ...| Ditto aes see Seoncle Raj. 
136th mile, Chattapatta...| Ditto .. | Completed. 
138th mile, Asansol —«... | Old mals water unfit for} Ditto. 
use. 
Ditto _— ditto St Ditto ditto «| Ditto. 
Ditto _— ditto kee Ditto ditto .. Ditto. 
147th mile, Kendua_... Ditto ditto... Ditto. 
Wells at encamping grounds, ; 
61st mile, Doluibaxar . | Old well dried up ap 
84th mile ‘ Ditto «|, Ditto. 
96th mile, fn «| Old Phi a ee tr 
108th mile, Go; lve i > itto. 
Ditto . atte «| Ditto : Ditto. 
120th mile, Undal Ditto ' Ditto. 
Ditto ditto Ditto . Ditto. 





Harwas Pat, District Bngineer. , 
Q. Fisuer, Offg. Collector und Magistrate. 





1 | Q 3 | 4 | 5 








: Rs. a. P. 
1 | Aishbag, Burdwan Fad eer of a/| Drinking | 98 6 0 
2 | Kishorekona, Burdwan ...| Ditto .. | Drinking and irri- |1,7a6 0 0 
gation. ' 
8 | Patragati, Burdwan ... Begeenens of 3 Ditto ..| 120 0 0 
» wells. 
4 |Kamarpukur, _ ,, .-. | Excavation ofa well Ditto on 25 0 0 
5 | Radhamoharipi, 5, — «.: a of a Ditto wel B18: 0 
tank. 
6 | Shamkundu, Kalna we Ditto ... | Drinking see] 1 04-8. 
y | Lerlibag in town Burdwan Ditto ws | Dritikiag* and inri-/ 1,808 0 0 
“ gation. 
Works for which takavi loans hie been granted. 
8 | Sanko, Burdwan ... | Re-excavation of 8] Drinking and irri-| 700 0 0 
tariks. gation. 
9 | Kishorkona, Burdwan... |‘Re a of a Ditto | 300 0 0 
10 | Melna, Burdwan .. | Be-excavation of 8| Ditto. ...| 800 0 0 
tanks. 
ub, B. Karun, 
Manager, Burdwan Raj Estate. 
(Countersigned.) 
C. Fisuer, 


: . Offy. Collector and Magistrate. 


tes No. 668, dated Bankura, the 19th May 1896. 
of From—N. Bonvam-Oarrer, Esa., Magistrate of Bankura, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department. 

In continuation of my letter No. 628, dated 12th current; 1 have the hofour 
to submit my weekly report on the condition of water-supply of the disttict for 
the week ending’ 19th instant. 

2. Out of 20 permanent Wélls sanétioned for the Sadar subdivision, 2 have 
been completed, including the one reported last week, and work in 8 is approach- 
ing completion.’ Two other wells have since been commenced. Work. in the 
remaining 8 will be taken in hand as soon as possible. 

3. ‘ i va subdivision of blag vere — comnection with the ae wells 
reported before Was'in progress durirfg the week. Reports regurding'the sites 
for the other 7 Have evel been received. ; eP 

4, Besides the 88'temporary wells reported ais stittk in the Sadar subdivi- 
sion, 16 more have since been dug to meet immediate wants, In the Vishnupur 
eee 13 more have been excavated over ‘and above ‘the 10 teported fast 
Week. . 


5. The statement on the margin will show the five SHORE Centos at 


_ --. agg Which rain fell during the wee rainfall 
oa sh = “g during the week was too slight to have materially 


‘42 “affected situation as last reported. Atthe same time, 
“1g a8 already reported, I do not apprehend any serious 


Indas, 16th i 
samen results in this district from the scarcity of water. 





No. 654G,, dated Midnapore, the 18th May 1896. 
. From—W. R. Bricur, Esa., Collector of Midnapore, 
_) »Lo—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 

Iy continuation of my No. dated 11th instant, I have the honour to 
report as follows regarding the water-supply of the district :— 

_ ‘The rainfall has relieved all anxiety = ein the Sadar, Contai, and 
Tamluk subdivisions. A few small villages here and there, which have no 
tanks or wells of their own, have some dificalty about water, but this is only 
the usual and ordinary state of things. I do not consider that any further steps 
are required as regards these three subdivisions. 

In Ghuatal matters have improved, as there has been some rain. From 
1st to 12th the rainfall measured just under 3ths of an inch, but in some parts 
the fall was rather greater. Even this amount of rain, however, has done good, 
and the Subdivisional Officer considers that the scarcity of water at present 
existing is no worse than usual at this time of the year. I do not agree with 
him in this respect, and have directed the District Engineer to despatch more 
of his subordinates to ge ae the construction of temporary wells at places 
named by tlie police. ‘The Subdivisional Officer has commenced work on the 
wells already sanctioned, but the first experiment was a failure, as sand was 
struck a few feet down and the well had to be abandoned. The Subdivisional 
Officer further reports that the raiyats are vigorously re-excavating tanks, 
while some have sunk temporary wells from which they are getting a sufficient 
supply of water. What these people have done all others can do. Out of the 
advance of Rs, 500 already made to the Subdivisional Officer of Ghatal, 
Rs. 200 has been advanced to the road sirkar, who is to start work in thana 
Chandrakona under the supervision of the kanungo. 

Another Rs. 500. has ‘been granted by the District Board to the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Ghatal for the construction of the wells mentioned in his second 
application. 

I think we have practically tided over the difficulties of the season, and 
that little, if anything more, requires to be done. The only point where 
inconvenience is now being felt is in Ghatal, and steps are being taken to 
remedy the inconvenience as far as possible, 





No. 806G., dated Dacca, the 11th May 1896. 


From—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
To—tho Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 


Wrru reference to your No, 29T.M., dated the 20th April 1896, request- 
ing me to report, as soon as possible, for the information of His Honour the 
pein Lieutenant-Governor, what the condition of each 

_ Letter No, 1220, dated the 4th district in this Division is as regards water-suppl 
endear tem open of Thave the honour to subinit herewith copies of the 
ee bauer Perit marginally-noted oper, aye from fe 
bay Saeues see BO. ’ tricts of Dacca and Faridpur, and to say that the 
non gar Ear reports on the condition of the other two districts 


will be submitted as soon as received. 


No. 1220, dated the 4th May 1896. 
- From—Tho Magistrate of Dacca, 
To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 
roference to the request contained in your endorsement No. 191G., dated the 28th 
41 tl sc Pabhecstany tothe Government of Bengal, in the Muni- 
I A ag op on the subject of the prevailing scarcity of water, I have the honour to 
t th 


sie Rt the eck of the District Board, held on 28th March, I was informally 
‘empowered to spend Rs. 1,000 on tube wells in anticipation of sanction, if the ex t 


then justified doing so, andoon 5th April I telegraphed for 10 tube wells 
then, in progrvvercd at Naraingenj on Sed May. On Sth April I olso called for saat 
from the polise throughout the district, and these were received and | 
ee District Board at their meeting held on the 27th ultimo. The Board ed. 
that the reports should be sent to the Local Boards concerned, with the direotion, where 









* dua 
necessary, to distribute money for expenditure by responsible local persons ; the goneral condi-. 
tions, however, being laid down that, as a rule, such expenditure must be supplemented by 
local subscriptions. This has since been done. 

3. ‘Lhe police reports referred to showed that though the water was often bad and not 
to be had near at hand, there was not any scarcity of water in the sense of which we 
speak of scarcity of food; that is to say, there never has been any question of people or 
cattle dying for want of water. In the last fortnight the rivers have risen, and there has 
been so much rain that all danger of any real scarcity occurring is, I think, at an end; but 
I have called on the Chairman of the Local Boards to submit weekly reports, and I shall 
report to you in due course any action they may have taken. 


* No. 104, dated tye 5th =| 1896. 
From—The Chairman, Faridpur District Board, Faridpur, 
To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. R 

Wirn reference to your endorsement No. 191G., dated the 28th ultimo, I have the 
honour to report that the water-supply is sufficient. No special measures are required as 
rain has fallen in fair quantities. The subject of improving the water-supply of the district 
will be carefully attended to by the District Board and Local Boards during the current 
year. 


No. 17., dated Camp Puri, the 12th May 1896. - 


From—R. ©. Durr, Esa., c.1.2., Offg. Commissioner of the Orissa Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department. 


Wirn reference to your No. 31T.—M., dated 20th April 1896, on the 
subject of the supply of drinking water in this Division, I have the honour to 
forward copy of a report submitted by the Magistrate of Puri, and to submit 
the following remarks. 

2. People in this district generally depend on wells for their supply of 
drinking water; and as there is yet sufficient water in wells, there is little 
distress from scarcity of water in most parts of the district. The tracts where 
there is some distress are parganas Chabiskud, Serai, Rahang and Astrang. 
The District Board has seonited money for the excavation of wells in the most 
distressed villages, and eight earthenware ringed well are being sunk. 

8. It is gratifying to note that the people of Khurda subdivision have 
come forward to some extent to help themselves. Nearly the whole of that 
subdivision is a Government estate, and the people are our tenants, As far 
back as October last Mr. Gupta, the Subdivisional Officer of Khurda, organised 
panchyets in the villages of his subdivision with the object of inducing the 
people to give them work gratis towards the re-excavation of old tanks. It was 
a new idea, but at a large meeting, which was held at Khurda, of the sarbarah- 
kars assembled there, the suggestion of the Subdivisional Officer was accepted 
and welcomed, and it was agreed that a small contribution should be made 
for each village for tools, &c. am glad to find that the measures taken 
then by the Subdivisional Officer have borne fruit, and 57 old tanks and one 
old well have been re-excavated, and one new tank and three new wells have 
been sunk at a total cost of ‘Rs. 4,055, out of which Rs, 1,567 represents the 
value of labour rendered gratis. 

4. I consider this. very satisfactory result, as it tends to. shew that public 
spirit is not an unknown quality among villagers if they are properly led. The 
fact is that our system of administration, far reaching in its details, has com- 
one swept away the old village organisation, and there is no proper 

eadman or mandal in villages to speak of, and no sort of authority in such 
men is recognised. The result is that villagers are incapsble of combined 
action, unless we take the place of the mandal, whom we have helped to extin- 
guish. A great deal of good may be effected by the organisation of Union 
Committees under the Local Self-Government Act in the place of the old 
village communities which have ceased to exist. a 

5. ‘There have been’ some showers lately, which haye done much good, 
and I expect all difficulty will be over in course of another month, when the 
rains may be expected to fairly set in, In the meantime the Magistrate 
has done all that can be done by addressing the principal landlords and by 
offering loans to afford relief. Teste with the Mesitiie in thinking that 
the conveyance of water in carts from available sources is under the present 
circumstances unnecessary, : ’ Oe agi aN 








oe No. 558, dated Puri, the 8th Mey 1896. 
Qiks Babar ‘om—QO. A. Butz, Esa. . Magistrate of Puri 
: To The Commissioner of th Oris Division. 
Wiru reference to your No. 1808.G., dated 20th ultimo, I have the honour to report as 


2. Ihave for some time been making enquiries about the water-suppl 
district, While there is no aout that water is at “st usually deficient this ue 
yet no reason to apprehend serious distress. The water of the district in the hot weather 
depends on the supply from wells more than on that from rivers and tanks. The rivers are 
dry in most places, and the tanks in very many places, but the wells—and they exist in almost 
all villages—havo still a sufficiency of water in them. It is not uncommon to find villsges in 
which most of the gentry have private wells on their own premises. Speaking generally, the 

wells have at present not less than 3 to 4 feet of water in them, and many have 

a good deal more than this. In villages without wells, holes are dug in the beds of tanks or 

of rivers, if any be near. The tracts in which water is hardest to procure are those in 

parganas Chabiskud, Serai, Rahang and A, I oe: note rave in registered a quarter 

eidat deriiinietive ‘ of an inch of rain this morning and ‘87 inch 

@ fall of “31 ingh, mein Lak orn hat seinen eeu altogether during the last a, and the sky 

C. A. BeLi—9-5-96. appears to promise us more. 

_ 8, Such is the present condition of our water-supply. The steps taken to meet the 
distress are brivfly as follows: — 

(a) Eight earthenware ringed wells are being sunk in some of the most distressed 
villages. The money for this has been provided by the District Board. We 
discussed the subject at the last Board meeting on the 2nd instant. The 
work is being pushed on as quickly as possible. 

(+) One new tank and three new wells have been constructed; 57 old tanks and 
one old well have been repaired in the Khurda Government Estate, The 
total cost of these has amounted to Rs. 2,488 only, as voluntary labour valued 
at Rs. 1,267 has been supplied by the villagers. Details of these wells and » 
tanks are given in schedule A annexed. Iam enquiring into the condition 
of these newly-repaired tanks, and will report on the point. ‘ 

(c) I have called for weekly reports from the po.ice, the chakla kanungos and the 
manager of a jagir mabal which is situated in the Chabiskud and neigh- 
bouring parganas, avd have instructed the Subdivisional Officer of Khurda 
to supply me with weekly reports for his subdivision. I have further 
roquested the Salt Inspector at Satpara on the Chilka lake, and unfavourably 
situated for good drinking water, as wellas the Deputy Conservator of 
Forests and all Assistant Settlement Officers to give me what information 
they can. 

(d) I have piivendl 16 of the ‘principal landlords of the district asking them for 
their co-operation and offering to assist toa limited degree wi District 
Board money those among them who may be unable or unwilling to under- 
take the whole task. The largest landlord is of course Government, and the 
manner in which it has performed its duties as a landlord has been already 
stated. 

(e) L have had notices affixed to all ari Ea offices, police-stations and post offices 
to the effect that loans will be freely given in accordance with the Improve- 
ment Loans Act and under the rules in force, I have also ordered police 
officers in charge of thanas and outposts to notify through the chaukidars at 
their parades to the same effect. . 

4, Tho conveyance of water in carts from available sources to more distact villages is 
unnecessary unless and until the Alena becomes very much less than at present. The 
cost would be very large, and in Orissa = ably more than in Bengal, or Bihar caste difficul- 
ties arise. There is, however, no need for such action at present. 
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No. 77R.0,, dated Ranchi, the 12th May 1896, 


From—O. R. Marino, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of the Chota N “ples 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal yi aa 


Ix reference to your No. 32T.—M., dated the 20th ultimo, calling for a 
report on the condition of each district in this Division as regards water-supply 
and the action taken by the Deputy Commissioners to provide against any 
qerency i. the same, I have the honour to submit. the fo owing report, 

2. the Hazaribagh district the people depend for their water-suppl 
mainly on wells which are fed by underground springs or are sunk in the tds 
of streams during the hot season. ‘Che Depaty ‘Cisitaslinars Mr. Herald, 
says that in spite of the long drought of the current year, the water-supply in 
the district does not appear to have yet failed. It is probable that a few wells 
have run dry here and there, but kutcha wells have been dug in the sendy 
beds of streams, or at places where a spring (dari) existed, by the people them- 
selves, and the Deputy Commissioner has as yet heard no complaints of 
scarcity of water, nor has he been able to ascertain by enquiry that any scarcity 
exists. At the same time Mr. Herald is of opinion that the people suffer a 
certain amount of inconvenience owing to wells being at a distance from their 
houses, and he is accordingly taking steps for considerably increasing their 
number. Previous to last year the District Committee had done little or 
nothing for the water supply of the district beyond constructing a few pucca 
wells for rest-houses and thanas. 

A sum of Rs, 1,300 was provided this year for digging 26 daris or spring 
wells at an average cost of Rs. 40. Since the sty was passed, the Deputy 
Commissioner has obtained a further allotment of Rs. 4,000 from his Com. 
mittee for the construction of 54 more dari-wells. The construction of cheap 
wells of this description along the lines of communication will, Mr. Herald 
says, go far to provide for all but the most isolated villages, and at the same 
time furnish a drinking supply for travellers, and as he reports that the roads 
will bear this diversion of funds for the improvement of the drinking supply of 
the district, I have approved of his proposals. The Road Cess Committee haye 
also resolved to adopt a settled policy of making a substantial allotment every 
year for the improvement of the district water-supply. A sum of Rs. 1,550 
out of the Khas Mahal Improvement Fund will be spent on the construction of 
25 to 30 dari-wells in the Government khas mahals, and Mr. Herald recom- 
mends a settled policy for supplying water in the Government estates under 
his management where they are wanted every year. He has also called upon 
the Manager of the Dhanwar Court of Ward’s Estate to lose no time in draw- 
ing up a scheme for supplying every portion of the estate which has not a full 
water-supply with wells. . 

3. The encumbered estates in the district oceupy a very large area out- 
side the Ramgarh Raj, but as they are all deeply involved in debt, towards the 
extinguishing of which the major portion of their surplus funds must be 
devoted, very little can be done out of their funds for the improvement of 
water-supply. Mr. Herald accordingly suggests that the Government should 
be eat to give loans to such of these estates as stand in need of improved 
water supply, and promises to send definite proposals on this suggestion. 

_ In the two municipalities in the district, viz., Hazaribagh and Chattra, 
there is nothing approaching scarcity of water. In the former there are 
excellent reserved tanks and a lake, while in Chattra there is a fairly abundant 
supply of wells. As to the assistance to be obtained from the owners of 
private estates, Mr. Herald is not very sanguine on the subject, but at Giridih 
there are some liberal zamindars who may be expected to help, and at Hazavi- 
_ bagh it has been resolved by the Road Cess Committee that a public meeting» 
of zamindars and others should be called to take up the question of water- 

in earnest. : 
“wey A full report has not yet been received from the Deputy Commissioner 
of Lohardaga on the subject of water scarcity in his district, but it is believed 
that though the supply has suffered from the continued drought, there, is no 
immediate cause for anxiety. The zamindar of Birn bus applied for a loan of 
Rs. 5,000, Ram Charan Pal of kts. 200, and Charu Chandra Mukerjee of 











Rs. 500, for improving the water-supplies of their 


? 


Commissioner asked for an immediate allotment of 
his disposal for loans to them and other persons w 
apply if the drought continued. I have authorized 


the amount of Rs. 6,500, pending a further re 


district. The Road Cess Committee have provided 


ment of roadside wells. 
5. In Palamau there is undoubtedly 


estates; and the Deputy 
Rs. 10,000 being placed at 
ho might be expected to 
him to advance loans up to 
port of the requirements of his 
Rs. 1,000 for the improve- 


scarcity of water all over the district, 


_, though the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Cargill, reports that there has as yet 
‘been no cause for alarm. The per wae Commissioner was himself on tour last 


month, and had nowhere any difficu 


over @ fairly large 


made to him about want of wafer, and the ca 


ty in obtaining 


a plentiful supply of water 


tract of country for all purposes, nor were any complaints 


ttle remained in good condition. 


Where the water-courses are empty, water can usually be obtained, by digging 


a small hole in them. 


come in time, Mr. 


side wells, and the 


pump of the Elliott well, 
water. There are other wel 
exhaustion, and there is still w 
town is the jail well, which has never been known 
missioner has issued notices to the zamindars an 


district to take ad 


called their attention to the necessity 


The district is full of such water-courses. lf the rains 


Cargill docs not apprehend any serious consequences. The 
District Road Committee of Palamau have allotted Rs. 1 ,000 for digging road- 
ea oan of Daltonganj have taken steps to work the 


rom which there should be a constant supply of good 
Js in the tofm which show no signs of present 
ater in the river Koel. The last resoit in the 


to fail. The Deputy Com- 


d all the leading men in the 


vantage of the present season to deepen and clear wells, and 


for constructing new wells and providing 


water, where required, by every means in their power. He has also given them 
loans \ill be given under the Land Improvement Loans Act 


to persons desirous of digging wells, &c. An application for sanction to spend 


to understand that 


Rs. 2,000 in digging wells in the 
rately made and sanctioned, and a mectin 
mon was held on the 20th ultimo to consi 


Pulamau Government estate has been sepa- 
of the zamindars and other leading 
er the situation. Six persons attend- 


» ed this meeting out of ten who were invited to come. The general opinion of 
those present was that though there was a scarcity of water, there was no cause 


for alarm if the rains come in time. 


The landlords present at the meeting all 


romised to see that there was no suffering from want of water in an village 
in their estates, and it was ascertained that Rei Bhagwat Dayal Singh Bahadur, 
Pershad, Babu Jagdishwar Dayal, Babu Ram Charan Singh, 
and Babu Kishen Bux Rai had already commenced making wells in their 


Thakurai Gobind 


estates. 


6. In Singhbhum the Deputy Commissioner, 
eources of water-supply have run dry, and many people have 
to go a long distance for water. The bulk of the people, however, belong 
tribes, and are habituated to walk thirty miles or more to 
attend markets, and they merely feel some inconvenience in having to walk 


many. of the usual 
to the aboriginal 


two or three miles 


there are many large rivers Ww 
streams in which, though dry, the p 
There are some bandhs and tanks mn 


for water. Owing to the natural c 


Mr. Bompas, reports that 


onfiguration of the country, 


i hich have not become dry, and many mountain 


eople dig little holes and so obtain water. 
different parts of the district where water 


is still obtainable, and almost everywhere in the Kolhan the people obtain 
water by sinking little wells in the Jow grounds wh 


springs, 


ere there are subterranean 


Owing to the whole district having been 80 long inthe khas posses- 


sim of Government, a great deal has been done in the past to improve the 
water-supply. A sum of Rs, 1,040 is now being spent on bandhs in th . 
Kolhan, and Rs. 2,500 in Dhalbhum on two bandhs and a well. Jn Anandpur 


the thakur is digging a tank. 


These works will have no immediate effect on 


increasing the water-supply, but considering the cirevmstances of the district, aud 
the spirit of self-help which prevails among the people, no special action at the 


present moment is 


called for, while at the same time 


due attention is being paid 


to the improvement of the water-supply for the future; In the town of Chai- 
bass there is no present want of water. 


7. The Deputy Commissioner of Manbhum has caused detailed en uiries 


to be made through the po 


lice, whose reports have been received by him for all” 
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put four thanas, with the result that in the seventeen thanas fr i 

have been received, there are altogether 172 villages eH kis" mae te 
suffering from deficient water-supply ; but he states that for every one of these 
172 villages where there has been scarcity of water-supply, there are 7 or 8 
neighbouring villages with a sufficient supply, so that it is only a question of 
going 4 certain distance to obtain relief if temporary wells in stu are not suffi- 
cient. The Deputy Commissioner’s own enquiries have led him to the conclu- 
sion that scarcity of water is always felt in the district at this time of the year 
which, owing to the exceptionally small rainfall last year, has been more intense 
this year, though there is nothing like actual distress. Mr. Morshead adds 
that the District Engineer, who is a recognized authority in matters pertaining 
to the district, tells him that if the question had not been raised ovving to real 
scarcity elsewhere, we should have heard no complaints of any deficiency, and 
as matters stand, he has received only one independent complaint (from the 
Munsif of Barabazar relating to the supply of that town) from the mufassal, 
‘although people are not backward in bringing their wants to notice when there 
is anything serious in the matter. As in other districts of the Division wher- 
ever there is deficiency in water-supply, the people resort to temporary wells in 
the sandy beds of the ‘jores’ or streams or in beds of tanks, and the water so 
obtained is probably purer than the dregs of a tank’s contents, and with a little 
trouble a sufficient supply of this water is always available, as ‘jores’ are 
numerous all over the district. These small zi the people can dig for 
themselves without help from Government or anyone else. 

8. As regards the municipalities in the district, the Deputy Commissioner 
reports that the water-supply of the town of Purulia depends mainly on two 
tanks, one of which, viz., the Buchabandh, is reserved for drinking purposes, while 
the other, Sahebbandh, is a large sheet of water used hitherto for both bathing 
and drinking purposes. Mr. Morshead proposes to experitnent with a tube well 
on the edge of the former to secure a pure supply as it dries, With regard to 
the Sahebbandh, the Deputy Commissioner proposes to send a sample of its 
water from the end, where it is likely to be most polluted, for analysis and to 
take steps on its results 

9, Inthe Municipality of Jhalda the Deputy Commissioner has issued the 
necessary orders for cleansing the wells, As regards the Raghunathpur 
Municipality, Mr. Morshead feels sure that the supply which is available is 
adequate; but should it prove not to be so, and the tube well be a success at 
Purulia, he would order one for this municipality also. At Barabazar the 
Deputy Commissioner proposes to experiment with another tube well, On the 
whole, Mr. Morshead does not think that any other steps will be necessary to 
tide over the interval until the setting in of the rains, 

10. To sum up the situation for the Division, it is abundantly clear that 
though the season is an unusually dry one,’and though the usual sources of 
water-supply have in places ainiad up, and people have in consequence to go 
some distance for their drinking-water, there is nothing like any widespread 
distress on their account. Water generally is obtainable a few feet from the 
surface, and the people are accustomed to helping themselves by digging holes 
in the beds of streams or opening small dhari-wells into the springs which 
lie near the surface of the ground. At the same time, general attention has 
been drawn to the question of water-supply, and District Officers are alive to 
the necessity of taking measures for its permanent improvement, and are 
taking steps to obtain this end by the application of Road Cess, Khas Mahal, 
or Wards’ Estates funds, according to the circumstances of the different district; 
while some of the local zamiudars in Palamau and Lohardaga have already 
taken in hand the improvement of the supply of water in villages where it is 
scarce, and zamindars have everywhere been informed that Government 1s 
prepared to grant loans for the purpose. I do not consider that there is any 
reason for anxiety on the subject at present, or that any further remedial 
measures are called for. If required, progress reports of the action indicated 
in the different districts will be called for and submitted; but 1 do not think 


this is necessary. 








WSATHER AND OROP BEPORT. = | 
For the wii ending the 25th May, 1896. 

—Rainfall Sadar 2:16. Wi “hot, and cloudy, A rainfall 

potting Oitiy, eh bin, going on steadi rs sad 6 district conte of aus 


at on well. Supply of fodder and water Condition of cattle good. Common 
sel ing as follows — | - ; : ; 
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Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:12, Contai ‘92, Tamluk °43, Ghatal 1:00, Weather 
hot and po The recent rainfall has'removed the want of drinking-water to some extent 
throughout the district, but more ruin is wanted ‘for cultivation. Condition of indigo, v- 
cane, and ti/ good. Sowing of aus . has commenced. Cattle-disease reported 
Sealboni, Garhbeta, and Gopiballavpur, Fodder not plentiful in Sadar. Water sufficient 
everywhere, Common rice selling, at— 


Srs. 
Sadar che . Sake saa 4 
Oontai ye ee we 2to2 
Yamlnk re es ah i tar 
Ghatal a «» ito 16 


24-Parganas,—Rainfall at. Sadar ‘97, Weather hot and cloudy with storms. Pros- 
poots improved, by rain, bptimare rain wanted, Lands are being tilled, and jute and bhadot 


are being sown, Fodder and water, insufficient in places. Condition of cattle good. 
lommon rice sells at—- 
8rs. 0. 
Beane : eee eee on LL te i 0 
arasat “sé ae ere 2 0 
Basirhat eee eee oe ll al Re ae 
Diamond Harbour eee eee doe 13 0 4 ; 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar, ‘64, Jangipur 21. Woather hot. Aman is bein 
sown, Indigo and, mulberry doing well, Fodder sufficient. Common. rice sells at 134 
PORTS RP TAPP 

Khulna.— Rainfall, at. Sadar -75, Bagerhat °50, Satkhira ‘60. Weather stormy and 
very hot. Cultivation of aus, andjaman is, going on. Harvesting, of boro (spri ig, Tice) ‘is 
oyer. No cattle ianetS Fodder sufficient. Good drinking.water. scarce, only, in, a few, 
parts of the district, Prices of common rice ;— 


8rs. 0. 
Sadar one soe «» 12to1d 0 
ary on, . oe oes | ¢ per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall 171’ Weather very hot. Area under sugarcane normal. 
Prospects of Uhadoi appear to be good: Common rice sells from 15 to 16 teers per rupee. 
No cattle-disease, nor,any complaint for fodder and drinking-water. 


Rangpur.—Average rainfall 3°70. Prospects + Common rice sells at 12 to 14 
seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. eee 2 


Pabna.—Rainfall 1:78, Weather hot and rainy, and favourable for all Ri 
selling from 12 to 16 goers per,rupee, Fodder availatle, Giewnice! St 


Dacca,—Rainfall 1:00, Weather very. hot, Rain at times. Prospeots of . i 
crops good. Fodder available. No cattle-disease. Common rice sells at 11 seers per < 


Chittagong.—Rainfall 2-17, Weather hot with occasional light showers, P f 
aus crop fair, Water and fodder sufficient, Rico selling at aise per mania vesenicdh 


Patna.—Reinfall at Sadar 48. Fields are bein for bhadoi sowin, Sugar- 
cane and millet benefited by the rain, which was gonial” Woes for cattle srfficiont except 
green fodder in Bihar, where and:in Barh water is scarce in places as usual in this season. 
Common rice selling at 18} seers per rupee, 


Gaya.—Sugarcane doing well. Price of common rice at Sadar 14} seers, inst an 


Fie of 14} seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient except in Aurangabad sub- 
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ring on, | of common rice at Sadar 17 i 
He veins ~Pisirg seers, against normal 14} seers per rupee. 
Darbhanga.— Rainfall 1°59. 3 on the ground immensely benefited by the rain. 
_ Bloyghing or ado sowing wenaauls afar. tox cattle selielett,- Erie ‘seelinas 
 Bhagalpur.—Rain throughout the district. Last three days of the week very hot. 
ie, = degen doing well. Sowing of 6/adoi and winter paddy briskly going om 
ler plen' N 
disease elsew! 


(Champaran —Rainfll at Sadar on 20th, 50. Latics old ig iakochadl, “and soalage 


oe Water-supply sufficient. Cattle-disease ubating in Banka. 
Purnea.—All crops started well. No cattle-disease. fodder and water sufficient. 
Common rice sells from 18 to 20 seers per rupee. ; 


 Quttack,—Rainfall at Sadar nil. Weather hot. Ploughing in progress in places where 
there was rain. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder and water scarce in places. 
“Rain badly wanted. Oommon rice sells at— 


0 cattle- 


* Srs.. c, 
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Hazaribagh.—Giridi has had rain, but Sadar hardly any. Sugarcane promising. Rice 
sells from 11 to 14 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—There was general rain gas the week except in parts of 
Orissa and Chota Nagpur, where Bie 0 is badly wanted. oughing is going on steadily, 
and the rice and jute crops are being sown. Indigo, sugarcane, and other crops 1n the ground 

‘are doing well. The harvesting of spring rice is over with a poor outturn. The recent rain has 
improved the water-supply to some extent ; but want of good drinking-water is still felt in 
some parts. No cattle tisense is reported except from a few places in Midnapore. The price 
of common rice continues pire high in Eastern Bengal and in Chota Nagpur. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenue DeparTMent, M. FINUCANE, 
The 26th May, 1896. Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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fete «-'«s=Ss«CSUPPLM@NT TO THE OALOULTA GAZEUTE, MAY 27, 1896. 


Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
17th to 25rd May 1896. 
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| | » &s 
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The meen pressure of the seven days wea soi *o <n 29°612 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office “un ane i oe te 29°655 
: Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine in ies see 48:2 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine eee zie 92-7 
° s 
The mean temperature of the seven days “ns oe oo 87-4 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office isi ign nas ous coe 867 
The extreme variation of temperature s+ es cee nee 283 
The maximum temperature ..- one oe see tee 993 
e : Pt Milos, 
The highest velozity of the wind in one hour ee eee ve 18 
° 
/ 
The mean relative humidity ... tee ns an ove 74 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office - che ize hee 73 
- : Inohos, 
The total fall of raiu from 17th to 23rd May 1896... vee vee 0°60 
The average fall of the corresponding periva for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ant sie sue vee oat 0:83 
‘he total fall from lst January to 28rd May 1896... one B34 
he average fall of the correspoading periva for 24 years, Surveyor-Geueral’s 
Othee eos . a» 779 


The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and 'T 
and from Seaveons made at 6h., 10., 16h. and 22h. — a Theemograite 
The maximum 2nd minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers.  Alj,the 
thermometurs are verified aud the readings have been corrected tu a standard coustructed aud verified at the 
Kew Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed vpeu at the siaes aud are suspenaeu four feet 
above the ground, » 
he barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86, 
formeriy at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 
Tie hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables IIL, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 
the Meteorological Office, and based on Reguault’s wodifications of August’s formula. 
‘Phe directions aud the movemeut of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckiey’s anemograph, 
- The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


0, overcast; g, gloomy; d, drizzling rain; t, thunder; <, lightning; sein 
_ temporary showers;* /, strong wind; =, dew. rie tae oi p Maing 


MarnonoLodicaL Orrice, Govt. oF In pis, . G. W. Kucutzr, 
Oaleutta, a 20th Mey 1806. + a, For Meteorotogioat Reporter to the Gort. of India. 
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Inches. 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days ... sds vee =29°665 ‘ 
, e % 
“- The mean temperature of the seven days see se ove 88:3 ‘ 
The extreme variation of temperature 0 int ve 8002 > 
x The maximum temperature ee seo on 1010 % ‘. 
r x: a 
f qhe mean 10 a.u. relative humidity of the seven days “a fos 69 
epiks Inch. 
The total fall of rain from 17th to 28rd May 1896 soe eve 0°82 
2 The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
1cAL Orrios, Inpia, G. W. Kucuzzr, x 
‘The 25th May-1896. For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, _ 
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: INDIAN RAILWAY, . 
Approximate Return off Traffic for the week ended 16th May 1896, on 1,699'70 miles” 
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Mops. 8, Rs. a. P. 
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18,029 12 10 | 11,038,163 14 
10 12:10 
8,062,253 0 7 


8,07,197 0 6 92,20,9385 0 7,77,987 1 0) 
seen 466 15 


7,25,27,207 10 | 1,53,14,763 14 








6,278,5754 | 67,25,191 2 9 









Ra, 20,471 
és ‘ we on senna of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 
w WW pril i 






















TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. ’ 
Approximate Return of Traffie cits the week ended 16th May 1896, on 22°23 milex open, 
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meaeiageras'|""s ‘Senet 1S |Weightoarried,| Receipts, Coaching. | Tigo. : Total, 
Re. a. P. Mps. 8. Ra. a. P, Rs. A. P, Re. Aw ; ; 
em 20,888 |. 5,17s/11 0 11,402 20 4% 6 0 20 9 5,613 19 1,123 5 | 1,188 
oes . ‘ee 6 Poke 1 210 08 8) 253-8 0) ses ora pil 
“467,958 *1,17,988 8 0 | — 12,60,007 0 |  ¢8,076 © 0) 241 0 0) 1,26,4012 0) B19 | ad ba 
-- — = eft am en ns a |— 
1,292,407 14 0 2,61,400 20) 9,402 16 Da 253 0 0 | 1,83,068 13 0 22,317 : aa 
nee olicne pretty apna 1 SS TS | — . ~ — 
| | & 
12 | 516311 1 9,39 20 s1 6 0 160) 6,546 7 1 11383 r ns 
pocens | MOOT Hew wil 8 os3 20 8 0 vouete een ae sien 
So1s | 1,89,048 10 4 | —9,91,880 99} 10,885 6 8 228 2 3 | 1,41,007 210] 29,502 1614 | 24,110 
passengers 3,082 and Ba, 826) on account of difference betweou the imate and audited figures for tho week ended sh 
“Ageaanies 31) and eae ‘April 1806, pars oe 
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DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 16th May 1896, on 16140 miles open. 
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Weight is 
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Rs. A.B. Mos. 8. Rs. a. PR. Rs. ar. Rs, A. P. 
16,157 15 0 wart. 1am.3 0 62 0 0} 23,542 2 0 
7 er "4 311 08 2] ‘18 13 10 


|_ 111,74,507 20° +1,65,958 14 0 
7988 ane 20 1,783,201 1 0 





*3,10,824 10 $1,127 0 0 486,910 8 o1.4 


1998113 2] 1,00,641 10} 12,788 8 0 
10091) © sm m3 9 
845,042 15 8 sate | 240,907 13 0 
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246), héeoo ba abe By 
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4,008,212 |20,07,008 00 1,54 4,817 0) 93,47,840 0 0 Bi 
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«| 193,908 | 89,877 0 0 858,917 0 | 85,309 0 0) 14,912 0 0 | 1,89,998 0 0 
| 239 m0 0 1,056. 0 105 0 0 100 27:0 0 
4,077,519 20,68,796 0 0) 1,71,73,265 0 | 24,87,713 0 0 | 4,00,201 0 0 | 40,51,70 0 0 


* Audited up to 28th March 1896, 
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BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. * 


Approximate Return of Pees and Mileage for the week ended 16th Moy 1896, on 125 miles open. 
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Moa. 8. 
59,869 0 
479 0 


Ks. A.¥. Re, a.P. Ra, a.P. 


4,240 0 0 80 0 0 16,570 0 0 8,833 
00 40 0 100 W330 | saceee 


e29,401 | 9,992,087 0 0] 11,83,714 0| 73,685 0 0| 8,155 0 0] 2,98,787 0 0 


eso1 | 298207 0 0| 12,03,074 0| 77,825 0 0] 3,995 0 0| 3,16,807 0 0 
































Pa oie) 
E : Oomrantson. 
Metres ye oats 31,208 | 9,854 0 0 70,817 0 | 5,924 0 0 40 0 0] 1518 0 0 
Por naile of splay corrgpon 250 79 0 0 ou 0 20 0 sit 1m 0 0 
Se ante 1) g¢o,s04 | 2,10,786 0 0| 16,43,107 0 | 1,06,80 0 o| 8097 10 0| 3,20,683 0 0 
; x 
am . * Audited up to 28th March 1896, 





DaACCA STATE “RAILWAY. 
Approxymate Return of Traffic and i For the week ended 16th May 1896, on 86 miles open, 
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(estimated), earnings, 
















Number of Coaching 


12 Weight i; 
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Re, a. P Ra, a. 2 Ra. a. P, 
2,100 0 0 m0 0 8,420 0 0 
wo 4 100 98 0 0 
+016 0 0 426 0 0| 1,806,082 0 0 


47,014 0 0 4,316 0 0| 1,05,402 0 0] 






















2400 7,128 0 0 
800 83 0 0 
3,988 0 0! 203,793 0 0 



















op ‘Trenvr Stare Ratuwax.) OR ag ee Re hs ota 
Fraffie for the week ending 9th May 1896, on 756 miles open. 
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OILSEED CROPS IN BENGAL. 


Tux following is published for general information. 


Revenve Deprt., ; M. Fixvucaye, 
The 30th May 1896. Offg.. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI- 
CULTURE, BENGAL. 











Final Report on the Oilseed Crops of Bengal, 1895-98. 


Character of the season.—The character of the early*part 
of the oilseed season of 1895-96 was described in the pre- 
liminary report of the oilseed crops issued on the lith Feb- 
ruary 1896. In January, the amount of rainfall was less 
than usual in all Divisions, except North Bengal. In Feb- 
ruary, the rainfall was in defect in all districts, except East 
Bengal. In March, it was below the normal, 





he 
wy 





Area cultivated.—The total area cultivated with be nga 
this year is estimated at 4,159,700 acres, against 4,274,000 
acres estimated to have been sown in the previous year. 
The decrease of 114,300 acres, or 2°67 per cent., is probably 
due to the total absence of rain during the sowing season. 

Character of the crop.—Of the 45 districts of these Pro- 
yinces only one district, viz., Angul, estimates the outturn of 
the different kinds of oilseed crops at 16 annas, eleven dis- 
tricts report the crops as varying from 12 annas to less than 
15 annas, and 29 districts from 8 annas to less than 12 annas. 
Four districts, viz., Birbhum, Gaya, Muzaffarpur and Pala- 
mau, crops varying from 4 annas to 7 annas. 

‘Taking into consideration the above estimates, the aver- 
age outturn of the province, calculated with reference to the 
areas sown, amounts to 103 annas, 

It is noticeable that the dry season has’ proved beneficial . 
to the outturn in some parts of Eastern and Northern 
Bengal. 

Gross outturn of oilseeds.—Assuming, as in previous 
reports, 6 maunds per acre to be the mie, 4 produce of 
linseed, mustard and rape-seed, and 4} maunds per acre that 
of til and other oilseeds, the gross outturn of the oilseed 
crops in these Provinces during the year under report amounts 
to 552,200 tons, against 625,300 tons estimated to have been 
produced in the previous year. , 

This outturn is in accord with the general characteristics 
of the season, which proved too dry in most parts of Bengal 
for the successful cultivation of oilseeds, 


N. N. BANERJEI, 


Assistant Director of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengaz 


CoUNTERSIGNED. 
P. C. LYON, 


Off. Director of Land Records 


and Agriculture, Bengal. 
Caucurta, 
The 16th May 1896. 
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Final Report on the Oilseed Crops of Bengal, 1895-96. 
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Estimate of outturn of the Oilseed Crops, 1895-96, in tons. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE JAIL 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR 1895. 





No. 71P.—D. 
RESOLUTION, 
JAILS. 


Dated Darjecling, the 1st June 1896. 


Rrap— 
The Report on the Administration of the Jail Department for the year 1895. 


Read also— 
The nas a 1993 and 1804, and the orders of Government recorded 
ereon. 


Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel D. W. D. Comins held charge of the Depart- 
ment throughout the year. The report, which was due on the 15th April, was 
received in the Secretariat on the 23rd_April. The revision of the Jail Code 
undertaken, as stated in the Resolution of last year, in consequence of the 

assing of the Prisons Act and Prisoners Act, was completed, and the revised 
Code approved by Government. Statement No. VII (Judicial), showing the 
education of convicts in jail, having been abolished, the numbering of the 
succeeding statements has been altered in accordance with the orders conveyed 
in paragraph 5 of the Resolution of the Government of India in the Home 
Department, No. Sai dated the 18th December 1894. 

2, Judicial Statistics.—No change was made in the classification of jails 
during the year, The following table shows the total number of prisoners 
of all classes confined in the jails and subsidiary jails of the province during 
1895 and the preceding ten years :— 
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The total number of prisoners admitted decreased from 91,740 in 1894 


to 85,957 in 1895, and the daily average tion fell from 17,344 to 
16,929. The number of convicts admitted di was 33,246, showing @ 


steady decrease since 1892, when the number was 38,538. The largest decrease 
in direct admissions occurred in the Outtack (476), Faridpur (400) and 
Champaran (317) districts, while Calcutta (306) and Barisal (220) show the 
eh increase. The number of European seamen admitted into the Presi- 
ney Jail rose from 288 in 1894 to 456 in 1895. The Inspector-Gen 
ascribes this to the larger number of shipping cases, especially cases of refusal of 


